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BIOGRAPHIC AI.. 

*‘*I he proper sillily ofmun 4ml i* man.*’ 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Th^ following biographical sketch of the 
brave and patriotic Bolivar, to whom his 
country is indebted for the inestimable privi¬ 
leges of civil liberty, and all the blessings that 
follow in their train, is peculiarly appropriate 
at this moment, when the brilliant achievments 
of his arms, and the holy lustre that adorns his 
name, is, as it ought to be, the theme of admi¬ 
ration with all of our countrymen who are ca¬ 
pable of reflection : a name that needs no title 
to render it conspicuous:— 

. This celebrated defender of South 
Americun Independence, was born at 
Carnccas, in 1785, and is of a noble and 
extremely rich family. He was sent 
at an early period to Spain, to he edu 
cated, and when he had completed his 
studies, he went to Paris, where he 
was much noticed for his talents and 
learning, in all the best societies of the 
capital. At Paris he was a constant at¬ 
tendant on all the public lectures.— 
He contracted an intimacy with Hum¬ 
boldt and Bouplnnd, travelled with them 
for some time, and successively visited 
England, Italy, Switzerland, and a large 
part of Germany, to make himself ac¬ 
quainted with their customs and the 
character of man. Returning to Ven¬ 
ezuela, he was appointed a colonel in 
the service of the newly established 
republic, and was scut to London on an 
important mission, the expense of which 
he himself defrayed. When' Bolivar 
came back, Miranda gave him the com¬ 
mand at Puerto Cabello, but the Span¬ 
ish prisoners having risen and seized 
the fort, Bolivar was obliged to evacu¬ 
ate the town, and proceed by sea to 
Caracas. 

After Miranda had capitulated with 
Monteverde, and resistance seemed to 
be at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar re¬ 
tired to Curacoa, where he formed a 
connexion with Brion, by which he 
procured a maritime co-operation. lie 
then offered his servires to the Con¬ 
gress ol\New-Granada, and they were 
accepted. Finding that the Venezu- 
lians were disposed once more 10 throw 
off the Spanish yoke, he obtained from 
the Congress a body of six hundred 
men, with which, in 1813, he penetra¬ 
ted across the Andes into Venezuela, 
and after several sanguinary actions, 
succeeded in wresting from the enemy 
the whole of the province, excepting 
tlu; ports of La Guira and Porto Cabel¬ 
lo, in the latter of which, Monteverde 
defended himself with the most obsti¬ 
nate determination. It was in this 
campaign that the guerra amuerte, or 
exterminatory war began, in conse¬ 
quence of the Spaniards having put to 
death some of their prisoners. 

The Spanish dominion would now 
hnve been annihilated, had not Monte¬ 
verde contrived to arm the slaves, and 
thus to spread insurrection over the 
whole extent of the country. Boves, 
Puy, Pnlomo and others, were at the 
head of tht»'e auxiliaries to the Span¬ 
iards. The whole country was ravag¬ 
ed with fire nnd sword. Bolivar, who 
had been declared dictator of Venezu¬ 
ela, now mnrehed against these new 
enemies, overthrew them in some en¬ 
counters, and would probubly have de¬ 


stroyed them had he not divide^ ms 
nrmy, nnd suffered himself. to be sur¬ 
prised by Boves, who defeated him in 
a decisive engagement. The conse¬ 
quence was, distrust and disunion among 
the Republicans, nnd" the complete tri¬ 
umph of the royalists, who showed no 
ipercy to their antagonists. Bolivar n- 
gikiu returned to New-Granada, and 
served two yenrs under the banners of 
the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Mu¬ 
rillo, reached the South American coast 
in 1815, Bolivar threw himself into Car- 
thagenn, which he defended for a long 
time, till resistance became hopeless.— 
He then made his way with part of his 
army through the besiegers, and retir¬ 
ed to St. Domingo. Carthngenn sur¬ 
rendered to the Spaniards in 1815, and 
by June, 1816, Morillo had reduced 
not only the Caracas, but also New- 
Granada, the capital of the latter prov¬ 
ince hnving fallen into his hands. 

The spirit of resistaqce, however, 
was - not destroyed. Arismendi drove 
the Spaniards from the Island of Mar- 
garitn, nnd Bolivar arrived there with 
his forces, which he had recruited at 
Aux Cayes, was soon joined by Brion. 
After some attempts on the'epa^ts of 
Carnccas And New Graitada,Bolivar and 
Brion ascended the Orinoco, and made 
themselves masters af Angostura, the 
capital of Spnnish Guyana. There 
Bolivar increased his strength by means 
of volunteers from Europe, and prepar¬ 
ed to commence anojher struggle with 
Morillo. In 1817, he ascended the riv¬ 
er Apure and penetrated into Carac- 
cas, as far as Calabczo. But after sev¬ 
eral hard fought battles he was worst¬ 
ed in a contest near Ortin, and com¬ 
pelled to return to Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Boli¬ 
var changed his plan, and resolved to 
begin by the conquest of New-Grana¬ 
da, an operation which was likely to 
succeed, as the enemy did not expect 
to be attacked in that quarter. Accord¬ 
ingly, embarking the whole of his for¬ 
ces, he' ascended the Orinoco and the 
Meta by a difficult and dangerous navi¬ 
gation. He thus penetrated into New- 
Grenada and made himself master of 
Santa Fe, the capital, in August 1819. 
The blow was decisive. He was join¬ 
ed by numbers, and had the resources 
of an extensive country at his command. 
Morillo in vain endeavoured to stop his 
progress. The country under his au- 
thofity was gradually wrested from him 
by successive defeats and defections,and 
towards the close of 1820, he conclud¬ 
ed an armistice with'Bolivar, in order 
to afford time to negotiate a treaty be¬ 
tween the South Americans, and the 
government of Spain. The armistice 
still subsists; and it is probable that the 
independence ofNew-Grenada and Ven¬ 
ezuela will eventually be acknowledg¬ 
ed. Thus, after u struggle of 11 years, 
the valor and perseverance of Bolivar 
will be crowned with success, and he 
will indisputably haye a claim to the 
title which was long ago given to him 
of “ The Liberator of his Country.” 
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B3U7iH Aim la PAtraWt 
On the 3d inst. the presents for liolirtr,^ 
Washington of the South, were presented t 
Washington city to the Senior ViHemlh i 
the Columbian Legation. They consist of tk 
medal of pure gold presented to Washing** 
at the close of the Uevolution, in comma*** 
tion ofthevirtues and services of the 
chief. The other is a Portrait of tt’athief* 
said to be a most beautiful specimen of psia®fB 
anda faithful likenessof the great origiMh^J 
costume is that of the President ofthetfa^B 
States, and the hair of the time and ehjiK*B 
of that worn in the ring which was prestn**B 
to La FAyette at tire Tomb. These the G*! 
eral held in his hand while he spoke rf 
incidents, the deep and hallowed event* I** 4 
these precious relicts recalled. The fceM 
of the venerable man on • this occasion 
have been powerful, and his heart full 
flowings but'though the fend and chetM* 
remembrances which were then called *S 
were no doubt, of the most painful and 
ing nature, they were relieved and bright**', 
ed by the gratifying reflection, that h* ^ 
engaged in the performance of a cer^ 
intended as an expression of admiratiM^ 
ward an aetpr in iijfe.scencs, and a fin» 
consistent suppbrttj- of the like gloriou*!* 8 
ciples which baveceen, through life# A* 8 ^ 
and aim ol his.ovvn exertions, as they **** 
his to whose memory they were then off*^* 
sojust and appropriate a tribute. 
dulging in the feelings awakened by ‘I 18 
casion, and.commenting on a theme of 
moral grandeur and sublimity, A* e 
eral presented the presents to M. Ville*", 
with a letter for the Liberator, address!* 1 ? 
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r the an* time, a few words of compliment to j 

the Hero of the South. 

P^dent Liberator—My religious and filial 
Norton to the memory of Ren. Washington, 
Irl not be better appreciated in hts family 
fi 0 .. with the honorable charge now bestowed 
me While 1 recognize the perfect like- 
0 f the portrait, f am happy to think, that 
mon"’ all the existing characters, ami all 
.vl "recorded in history, General Bolivar is 
♦he one to whom my paternal friend would 
hive preferred to offer it. What shall ! say 
more to the great citizen whom South Ame¬ 
rica has hailed by the name of Liberator, a 
name confirmed by both worlds, and who, 
possessing an influence equal to his disinter¬ 
estedness, carries in his heart the love of Li¬ 
berty, without any exception, and of the Re¬ 
public without any alloy ? However, I feel 
authorized by the public and recent testimo¬ 
nies of your kindness and esteem, to present 
you with the personal congratulations of a 
veteran of our common cause, who, on the 
eve of his departure for another hemisphere, 
shall follow with his best wishes the glorious 
vompletement of your labors, and that solemn 
Congress at Panama, where will be consoli¬ 
dated and completed, all the principles and 
all the interests of American Independence, 
freedom, and policy. 

Accept,-President Liberator, the homage 
of niv deep and respectful attachment. 

' 1 LA FAVETTE. 


Mr. Cuslis then delivered a letter addressed | 
to the^Liberator, at the same time begging 
permission to offer his best wishes for the 
welfare of that illustrious Chief, and his most 
hearty wishes for the continued prosperity 
and happiness of South America. 

AituxiiTox, 4th of July, 182J, . 

.Year Washington City. 

Linen atob.— An American, the adopted 
child of Mount Vernon, presents to you by 
the honored handu of the last of the Generals 
of the army of North American Independence, 
the venerable, the good La Fayette, a Medal, 
commemorative of the worth and fame of the 
most truly great and glorious of men, given 
bv the ancient capital of his native state, and 
preserved in his family since the War of the 
Hevolution.—With the Medal, there is also 
presented to you a Portrait of the Father of 
his country, containing a lock of his hair. 

Accept, Liberator, these offerings, made to 
your virtues, and the illustrious services you 
have rendered to your country, and the cause 
of mankind; and, when you shall have filled 
vour honored grave, treasured among the 
Archives of South American Liberty, they will 
descend to the veneration of ages yet come. 

With the received reliques of their pater¬ 
nal Chief, receive, Liberator, the ho nage of 
all the Americans, who with pure and trium¬ 
phant acclaim, hail yJu as Holivar the Deliver¬ 
er, the Washington of the South. 

USOttUF. \V ASUIISBTOX T*. CUSTI8. 

His Excellency the Liberator. 
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prcssions that my enemies entertain, of my serviced 
in favor of liberty being’ prompted by ambition, lit 
short, I venture to state to your excellency,-with un- 1 
usual frankness, which I hope will be excused, that t 
think the glory of Colombia will sulFer by my conti¬ 
nuance in her territories; - inasmuch as it' will always 
be imagined, that she is threatened by a tyrant; and 
the outrage, thus offered to me, will, in some sort, tar¬ 
nish the lustre of the virtues, since I form a part, al- 
though the least, of the republic. 

I bog your excellency will be pleased to submit to 
the consideration of the senate, my renunciation of 
the presidency of Colombia. Its admission will bo 
an ample recompense for my services in both repub¬ 
lics. 

Youi* excellency will please to accept the asauranbo 
of my distinguished consideration. 

SIMON 130LIYAK*• 


Bolivar, of Colombia. 

The third renunciation of the presidentship of Colombia 
made by the liberator. 

TO Ills F.XCKT.I.ENCY THE PRESIDENT OE THE SENATE. 

r . Excellent Sir: The peace of Peru, which our arms 
have effected, by the most glorious victory of the 
new world, has terminated tile war on the American 
continent. Thus Colombia has no longer an enemy 
in her own territories, or in those of her neighbors. 

I have therefore fulfilled my mission, conssquently it 
is time to realize the promise I have so often made to 
my country, of retiring from public life when an ene¬ 
my was no longer to be found in America. 

AH the world observes and confesses tiiat my con¬ 
tinuance in Colombia is no longer necessary, and no 
one is more sensible of this fact than myself.' I must 
even add that I deem my glory at its height, on be¬ 
holding my country free, consolidated and tranquil, 
ore I,withdraw from its glorious shores. My absence 
in Peru has manifested the truth of this fact, and I 
flatter myself that, in future, the liberty and glory of 
Colombia will still further increase. The legislative 
body, the vice president, the army, and the nation, 
have demonstrated, in the very outset of their career, 
that they are worthy of Jiherty, and fully capable of 
sustaining it against every opposition.- Let me ho¬ 
nestly confess to your excellency, that I wish that both 
Europe and America should be satisfied of my abhor¬ 
rence of supreme power, under whatever aspect or 
name it may be conferred on me. My feelings are 
wounded by the atrocious calumnies lavished on me, i 
at once by the liberals of America, and the serviies of 
Europe. Day alul night I am disquieted by the irn- 


Lima, December 22, 1825. 

ANSWEtU 

To his excellency the liberator mul president of ikc vcpvh : 
tic of Colombia. 

Senate house,Bogota, ) 
February 11 , 1825—15. y 

.Excellent sir: in conformity with the communica¬ 
tion 1 had the honor to make to your excellency in my 
note of the 1st instant; I assembled the two legisla¬ 
tive chambers on the Stb instant, at night, ip order to 
deliberate, in their wisdom, on the renunciation made 
by your excellency of the presidency of the republic* 
The communication of your excellency having been 
read, and this delicate affair proposed for discussion, 
a most profound and dignified silence prevailed for 
some time. This truly expressive silence—a silence 
more eloquent than human language, continued for 
the spaee of fifteen minutes. The females, and nume¬ 
rous spectators, who occupied the galleries of the 
senate, were immoveable, and anxiously awaited the 
decision of the legislature. At length the question of 
the retirement of your excellency was put to the vote, 
and I have the pleasure of announcing its rejection 
by the seventy-three members composing the con-- 
gress; namely, twenty-one senators, and fifty-two re-* 
presentatives. Then it was that this amiable peoplo 
—this people that adores its libesator, could not re¬ 
strain its transports of joy. The clapping of hands 
was heard for the first time in the chamber* Your 
excellency was cheered with the most lively enthu¬ 
siasm, and the legislators also were applauded for 
having manifested so correct a judgment in this 
august deliberation. All was joy, all was gjaicty.— 
The people, sir, knew not how to express ?- eir feel¬ 
ings of satisfaction, tenderness and pure delight. In 
short, they proved how precious to them was the fa¬ 
ther of Colombia, the friend of the human race, in a 
mode as sincere as it was energetic. Your excellen¬ 
cy would have been deeply alfected, had you, (fortu¬ 
nately for us), beheld this moving scene. The che¬ 
rished, the respected name of Simon Bolivar, resound¬ 
ed throughout Bogota, and the numerous assemblage 
of both sexes, that with contented hearts crowded the 
streets, contributed to- the solemnity ot this act of 
congress. There was not an individual who did not 
repose more tranquilly for knowing that your excel- 3 
lency continued in the presidency ol'the republic. 

Such are the events of the memorable night ot the 
Sth of February, which I have the satisfaction of com¬ 
municating to your excellency. 

Your excellency will please to accept the senti¬ 
ments ofmv distiiuruishcd consideration and respect.:. 

LUIS A. BARALLT, 
President of the senate. 

Private letter from general Canlerae to his excellency In:, 
liberator , Von Simon Bolivar. 

As a lover of glory, although vanquished, I canned, 
avoiifcongratulating your cxce.llo.uoy on havi> g ’or-* 
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minated your enterprise in Peru,'by the memorable 
achievement of Ayacucho. Under this impression, 

I have the honor to introduce myself to you, and also 
to salute you.in the name of the other Spanish gene¬ 
rals. 

I am vour humble and obedient servant, 

J.OSE CANTERAC. 

Iluamanga, December 12, 18.24. 

. From the government press of Lima . 

Extract front Bolivar's second refusal of Ike million of dol¬ 
lars decreed to him by the congress of Peru. 

‘ ‘l repeat that, without accepting the favor in ques¬ 
tion, my services have already been rewarded in an 
infinitely greater, degree than had ever been hoped. 
Your, excellency knows,” (ho addresses the presi¬ 
dent), “that congress has omitted nothing calculat¬ 
ed to be honorable to ine. They have named me 
father and saviour pfPeru, they have decreed me 
perpetual president; thayhave ordered a'medal to be 
struck with my portrait; they have called me libera¬ 
tor,. they have invested me . with the command of 
Peru; and, finally, offered me an enormous lortune. 
I have accepted with pleasure all except the last: that 
I am forbidden to accept by the laws of my country 
and those of my oiyn heart.” 

Extract from the reply of the president. 

Excellent miv —(‘The congress to whom I have 
made, known the repeated and absolute negative off 
your excellency to receive the million of dollars 
which they decreed to place at your disposition, as a 
slight testimony of the inestimable benefits lor which 
the nation is indebted to you, have determined, that 
I shall inform your excellency that, while they re¬ 
spect your decision, they sensibly regret to see their 
designs on this subject frustrated; and that, not ieel- 
itig themselves at liberty to press it a third time, after 
the decided expressions contained in your fast note, 
take the liberty yet to request that you^ will appro¬ 
priate the said million to works of beneficence in fa¬ 
vor of the fortunate place of you nativity, and for any 
other parts, of the republic of Colombia which you 
may think proper. 
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THE TRAVELLER. 

BOLIVAR. 

Extract from a letter written by a Lady in South America, to a 
friend in the United States. 

General Holivar never goes out without a guard. 

A few evenings after our arrival, he gave a ball at 
the palace, at which he went. Tito building is any 
thing but a palace in appearance; it orginally could 
have had no beauty of architecture, and is now, as 
you may suppose, in great decay, having been built 
and inhabited by Pizarro. Since the commence¬ 
ment of the revolution, it has been stript of every 
thing valuable, by which ever party entered Lima 
victorious; the only thing interesting which is left, 
is a full portrait of Columbus, a fine animated pic¬ 
ture and a very beautiful painting. 

About nine "o’clock, we entered the dancing hall 
by the stairs where Pizarro was murdered; a com¬ 
pany of Columbian officers were stationed upon 
them; a large band of musicians, in bright red 
dresses, was seated near the door, and all along tho 
room on either side, the ladies were seated upon low 
sofas, and looked like so many automatons, and tho 
centre, from one extremity to tho other, was occu¬ 
pied by those involved in the mazes of the waltz. 

We were conducted to the head of the room 
where tho Liberator received us with great couttc- 
sy and even kindness; he said to me—‘ I wish, Se- 
nora, 1 could express in your own language the grat¬ 
ification I feel in seeing ladies from the country of 
Washington,” &c. &c, I paid him some compliments 
in return, which he received very graciously. Col. 

Santana was my interpreter, and nothing can be 
more ridiculous than to compliment by aid of anoth¬ 
er. The ladies immediately enquired our Christian 
names, by wdiich they addressed us with so much 
ease and grace, that we felt like old acquaintances. 

The wife of the marquis of-, was followed by 

her two daughters, the eldest not more than seven; 
both were dressed in satin, lace, and ilowers, glitter¬ 
ing with diamonds, ear-ring?, and broaches; and 
when I expressed my astonishment at the pantomime, 
another, Senorita, (a chilp of eleven,) was pointed 
out to me. She was dressed like an old lady, in tho 
most costly materials—a turban, with feathers, and 
in front of it u diamond valued at $10,000; she is 
an orphan, and tho richest heiress in Peru, having a 
yearly incoino of $300,000!—she is engaged to a 
Spanish Colonel. Tho ladies were all splendidly 
dressed, and quite in one style as to materials, but 
with some incongruities as to making and arrange¬ 
ment. 

llolivar did not dance; he treated us with the most 
marked attention gnd respect; and at 12 o’clock,he 
led me into an adjoining room, where a supper table 
was laid for three hundred persons, which was cov¬ 
ered with every sort of confectionary, ices, cakes, 
fruits, cliampaigne, and every kind of wine; a can¬ 
dle was placed by every plate, which, with the three 
large chandeliers, threw such a brilliancy over tho 
ladies, covered with diamonds, and the delightful 
fruits, the beatiful flowers, (yielding the sweetest 
odour,) that the scene was quite magical and enchant¬ 
ing. 

The first shock of an earthquake that I have ex¬ 
perienced since our arrival, was while we were at 
Lima: it was about half past ten at night, when wo 
heard a hollow rumbling sound, and beforo we could 
say “what is it!” we felt the shock, which was im¬ 
mediately followed by another; I involuntarily ex¬ 
claimed, “ God preserve us,” for it seemed as'if the 
Almighty, in anger, was summoning his creatures 
beforo Him; it was more awful and morcterrifying 
than any thing which can be conceived, and no lan¬ 
guage can describe it! The beams over our heads 
were moved, windows and doors rattled, and tho 
bricks of the lioor seemed receding from under our 
feet. Every member of tho family rushed into tho 
court, shrieking and wringing their hands, and all 
tho dogs in Lima were barking and howling most 
dismally; but assoon as it was passed, all the church 
hells wero rung, and every one repaired to the holy 
temples, to offer up their thanks for their preserva¬ 
tion; and I am sure, I never before joined so devout¬ 
ly in the beautiful sentiment of grateful adoration 
as then. 
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FROM SOUTH AMERICA. n 

From the Curacoa Courant. *j 

Extract of a J.etter from Gen C. Soublette ; f 
at SL Thomas , to his friend in this island, f, 
dated Ndvember 8th, 1817. v 

Siooe I had the pleasure of teeing you end c< 
foar amiable foraily in Feb. 1816, the events of 
nwr hove prevented me from giving you the 
ilightest new* of my situation; it is probable, 
however, that you would have learned from pub¬ 
lic priots all our woc ewei nifeaequeni to our de- 
partore from Aas G*yes. We have lately made 
ourselves masters of the province of Guyana, of 
ihe navigation of the Oronoco, of a great part of 
the provinces of Outnana, Barcelona, Caracas, 
Borinas, and Cassanare. We command all ihe 
plains. We are masters of all the horses aod eat- 
tie ; and have efficient forces, both infantry and 
cavalry, to pacify all the rest of the provinces be¬ 
fore the end of the year. 

Extract of a letter , dated , St. Thomas, Dec. 9. 

By a vessel arrived here on the 2d inst. from 
Aogustura, letters have been received from per- 
ions of respectability, convey ing the agreeable in- 
elligence of the establishment of a supreme coun¬ 
cil of the nation at that place, on the ll»h ultimo, 
and the electioo of Simon Bolivar as First Ma¬ 
gistrate, or executive power. The cooncil seems 
to be divided into two sections, political and mili¬ 
tary. Of the former Zea is elected president, and 

Brion of the latter. . , 

The 26 h of November was fixed for the de- 
parture of 61 «*mall ves-els, with 1800 men, a- 
gainst San Fernando. Z*raxais harrassing the 
enemy somewhere aboui the Villa de Cura and 
intercepting all their convoys from Calaboso. 

Geo. Bunnud*, at the head of his army m 
Cumanicoa, harangued his army in a proclama 
lion. Monagas is closely besieging Barcelona _ 

Union, peace,fraternity, security, civil and mi¬ 
litary : so^h are the general cries in. Augustura, 
and among all the armies or divisions of the re¬ 
public : the It iumphs of tbeir arms, therefore, 

seems inevitable. . _. . , 

Mariana and Montilla arrived here three days 
aao, from North America: he brings very im¬ 
portant Gaxettes, from which it appears that the 
government of the United States has despatched 
a frigate with a deputation composed of General 
Fiscal, a military chief, and two other person 
age*, destioed to the Independent government of 
South America, in order to treat on the terms on 
which the United States are about to acknow¬ 
ledge their independence. In consequence of 
this, Rocio and Reveoga had act out for Wash- 


genee by them, rotative to the contending per- 
tirs on the Maio, that con be depended oo. Itw 
stated that Geo. Morillo left Valenciaoo the 10i» 
igat. for Calaboso, where he will establish bi» 
bead-quarters.—The Indapendent* are wid to 
bo io i»osses»ioo of San Fernando de A pore, * 
no general action had been food*. according to 
the last accounts received in Puerto Oabelli* — 
The belligerents most, however, be apprommat- 
ing very fast, and we may anticipate that a dread¬ 
ful conflict ia on the eve of taking place, which 
will probably decide the fate of V cocanda - s 
consummation greatly to be wished. 


m The precipitate departure of this vessel pre¬ 
vents me from sending you M P K * of ' 1 '^. 
term from Aogustura, and extracts of Gsaettes 
from that place ; in this, (wwever,»sbriefly de * 
lioeated the most substantsal parts of**™- 

Our enemies have promulgated^ report a lew 
days^go, that 62 vessels witrt 6000rn*n had ar- 
rived at frorto Ric > from Spain. What a foise- 
HoS, Bat thank God, we have detected the io- 

ventor of i*. . ^ 

From the same , of December 29. 

There have been three arrivals this 
Puerto Oabelld, bot we have Imrnt no totelh- 
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FROM SOUTH AMERICA. 

Nbo Yoke, Dec. 10. 




Americam have acknowledged iheir ddf, ittS _ 
interest and their glory ; they have dropped the ni««g fck troops. 

murderers' ifiiivea to seise the taobier arms o€ li- On the Slot July, Morillo attacked. »wv i 

alooe engaged whole fcroaa. tha environs of the capJTl: tw 

_> .1__til Mviopit* nf Ml l»Ann. A.ltauj LS_ ". . ‘ "N 


20 berty. The Spaniards are now 


By the arrival of the brig Hippomeneo, in ----,- M ._^ 

dayo from Curacoa, we have received papers in the struggle against America, and they will Pjnority or his troop^ flattered him withtbo 
from that place to the 15th November. They soon disappear from the field of battle. ° ao ***1 oon^usst, bat boro his 4i«ai>Bat»» 


contain some interesting particulars of the war 
in South America. 

SPANISH AMERICA. 

Extract of a letter from a respectable person, 
dated Cuayana , AugUst 26. 

Both Guay anas are at last occupied by the 


conquest 
eras equal to his di 


Carsquenians! the arms of the republic have i 0 -^*,®!****®* : Tal °' i 

triumphed on all sides: from the tedious plains ^ieceo/ertlilarv aituIts^M f? **?”••> 
of CMUtme «o the mooitM of the wealthy On no- f ln) ho*;, to l/dta f nM&& SJSI 

CO, we have been coortairtly followed by victory; p«a«ely,withthele..or*OOhenkil{i?l 
twenty glortons actions have enmred (be fate of * ^ *■ 9 

Venezuela. 

And the famous chiefs wham Spain has sent 


r w « . . . V . K - AVU IOIIIVU3 VM'trie WIIWIU MIWIII wumm svms 

erm» of the rrpnblc, ihe capital of the city of dominecr.ever u*, have been beaten by our 
Aocmtiira was etanmldloo Ihe 18ih July, and lroop , except Morillo, who (buna bailies as de- 
mtthe 3d Aivust Old Guayana. Matters of *oa,|y as we seek Ihrin. 


•d when ours amounted to only 86 of ths fo, 
and seventy of the latter. 

On tha 8 th of August, the whole of the 8 mbU 
army invaded the port of Juan da Grisro. 
little fort was defended only by a ran tndT 
troops, the half of which warn unfit for nrri 


A a § m m vuuivy ■» wv -r f - - —-- wwwi ivr ■CnKtJ 

the whole province, the lnda«indents command p ire thousand men protect this rich province. A navy of 27 vessels protected ths attack, »nd fT 
the nverb> very respectable forces. It is impos General Marino, at the head of2000 tpen, is coo- cil.tated it* operations : but they wars met by 

filnl# Tfl pmini**r!tlw Ann arimlna /«! nnm m ami «mssm a a* _ _ as. _ _ mAdavn finevAana wi#k mm mmik * 



7ZZ - 1 A r ready involved in flames, our people s&w the I 

The intrepid general Mootsgas^wMhhw bngad^, ofb reaking through the enemy with 

harass them on all sides at Rarcelona^ * and in the best manner they could in which hit’ 


booty has been taken by our squadron, which 
chased the enemy down the river, and took from 

££■*£r' of '-**'• ,aJ ,wo ‘ hi «“ *" d •" ,be brig.de, eon.rn.oded by it. worthy Oeo. 

i. »r e. . . Zara*a, •Consisting of upwards of 2000 men. runs half consumed, and a few unhurt, ths resthuS 

-j™ ^ f A I . T r: ““S* m J k through Ihe plains of Qamccns, liberating the peo- remained on the field ^ 

tr\n^ rve * M,n r if , Upwards , e whom force held in submission. The army l n the late cont.st, this has been the only «d 

ol 1000 prisoner* fell into the hands of the Indc- c f Gen. Paes, on which the reverses of Calsada, fortune which it fell to our lot to endure: battik 
pt ndcutSj imoiig whom is the bishop, the ccrlc- Torre, Lone*, Gorrin, Ramos, Reves, Gon- very misfortune has shed new lustre on th« glow 
elastic cabiddo, officers of high rank and e vast asi< j man « others reflect so much glory, is already acuqired by the people of Msrgarit ts 

number o» respectable^ persons nf all classes. It 4990 . trong, and has kindled the flames of insur- the same time that it has covered their oppr* 

J " rection throughout a great pert of New -Grenada, sors with ignominy. 

Carsquenians! Having liberated Guayaoa, I 
now cross back to Orohoko, and will soon ap¬ 
pear in (he ^middle of your capital with the must 
formidable army that ever was seen in Vedesu 
ela. The forces of Morillo are reduced to a mere 


is most interesting to k£hw, that the Spaniards 
have lost the public opinion which they formerly 
enjoyed with the inhabitants. The-Independ^nts, 
on the contrary, hold.it in its full length. Tran- 
•qoWity order, abundance in all kinds of things, 
and 'Safely in all its extent, have succeeded to 
of War ; these 


than 600 men ; and 


The enemy have lost so leg 
their leader undeceived « 


the no se of war s these precious blessingrare-ekeletoo; the paltry reinforcement oA 1000 men, 
the result of the great project of * he capture of , ate ', y broo «ht from Spain by Cupini, is not suf 
Guayana, which ensures torever the liberty cfall fici ..J Uo ,he sole port of Pempater in the 

immortal Margaritta. Carsquenians t -corn the 
power of the Spaniards ; while we are ouilrd 
they must be conquered. 

Stead Quarters , Guavana, July 1,1817 7. 

SIMON DE ISOLiVAR 


Ihe other provinces. 

In the province of Caraccas the Independents 
arc nrogre^sing, being already as far as the town 
of Orii ucn. Gon Zara za at the head of 2000 men 
•"'C; *!** C »l>ruta. and extend the movements of 
l.i« army as far as El Uastro on the one side, and 
on the other San 8 ebustiao. 

Extracts <f letters fmm the 21 st to the 29th 

September. 

General Z iraza, with 2000 horses, is on the 
other side of the U ay to Orituco. General Ber¬ 
mudez, with 2000 infantry^ 100 dragoons, and 


Extract of a letter from Margaritta, dated 

October 18. 

With respect to :he late political occurrences 
in this Island, 1 will only say. that it is scarcely 
poss ble to conceive the bravery which wai far 
the second time displayed in repelling the furious 
^ w _ __ _ invasion of gen. Moriilo. Our situation was re 

four field pieces, sets out to morrow -(^d) to in- ally very desperate, as we could not look for any 


his plan of destroying what the Master of thiui 
verse has created, embarked precipitately, lla> 
by preventing the poor remnant of his povald 
army from finding a grave in the illustriousii'tad 
of Margaritta which he has so often intesdadk 
rase, and which posterity will hail withtbeap 
pel'ation of modern Sparta. 

It is not improper to add. that the Sptoiartfa' 
have destroyed every tbiog within their reach; 
houses, p!an*a'.ions, trees, all were convened ta 
ashes; and even tho«e unfortunate inhaWtssto. 
who constantly fo! owed their banners, tndthott 
who went over to them during the invasion, hit's 
been victims of their ferocity. 


corporate his forces with those of the former, and 
occupy Calabeso and San Carlos where they 
must be joined by Gen. Paes, wiib 2000 horses. 
Gen. Monagas is ordered to take possession of 
Barcelnoa with his brigade and 300 infantry. 
The main body of the array. commanded by the 
general in chief. Simon dr Bolivar, is preparing 
10 march immediately; the squadron and 2000 
a arriors will be left to protect this province. By 


spsistanca from our brethren on the Main, who 
were themselves surrounded by dangers of every 

description. . 

Under such circumstances, only the inimitable 
heroism of the people could have undartaken to 
withstand tha colossal forces of the enemy—enly 
a people of heroes could have beheld with disdain 
en infinite number of barriers opposing their de¬ 
sign, ota brave resistance. ' 

By one of the assay contingencies, which fre¬ 


nest December, the tri coloured Hag will be seen qudqtly occur in war, the coaamander of 8 t Joan 
waving triumphantly io Caraccas, aod every i»*ii(lfaia was unsbleto prevent Morillo from land- 
single spot occupied by the Royalists shall be ipgon the shores of the Berates with 3,500 men, 
* "- of ihe choicest troops of the line. Notwithstand¬ 

ing some advantages obtained .by him. we were 
forced to cons to an ongegemonS, which was bold 
and bloody, and after four hours of a well direct¬ 
ed And uninterrupted fire, wo bad tho ploasure of 
seeing the enemy give way in all directions, with 
the loss of 4 QQ. giens, our loss'will not exceed 7 
killed and 27 wounded 


liberated by the liberating Army. 

Copy of the Proclamation of Gen. "Bolivar . 


Simoo de Bolivar general in chief of the army, 
detained to liberate Veneauela. 

7e the inhabitants of the Valle del Toy : 

Oaraqucriaus 1 The precious moment has ar¬ 
rive d, whieh was decreed by Heaven for the to¬ 
tal exv>ulsicn of the 9 ;»«n»>h government in Ve'- 
aezuvla. All those who formerly devoured (tie 
bosom of their country, have beeo converted into 
ffit&llful defenders of toe adorable mother. - The 


Gen Morillo having' edlloctifi fresh ferces. ad¬ 
vanced now to Pegapater, and though this fort 
could not chock his audacity, for want of i/ilitary 
trains, ho received eoasidorablo damage tron d»^ 

Rgeut oorpe of infantry and c#v«Jry, which had 
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Gen. BOLlVAB.a CHARACTERISTIC 9KETCH 
Extract of a letter from it Pari* paper of June 20lli. 

Tile bupremc Chief oftlie jtcpuhl'C ot Veneziw- 
la, Simon Bolivar, was bora at Caraccas. and can- 
not, by any means, be considered an adventurer.— 

An indefatigable promoter of die liberties of his 
country for 15 years past—lie tidies, at present, the 
attitude of another Washington Descended from 
a nuble family, he enjoys a patrimony o! 
francks (about 4O,UU0 dollars) annual income; part 
of this estate is now expended upon the sticces, uf 
I an entcrprize, the first idea of which entered his 
mind, amid the pleasures of Paris, where he had 
came for completion uf his cducation- 
For twelve or thirteen veal’s, he was well known 
in the highest circles of this city. On his arrival, 
lie was twenty-two years of age lie had the 
Spanish figure; a very agreeable expression; black 
eyes; lively and ardent; regular features, lie was 
about middle size; expressed himself with great fa. 
cilitv: his imagination was brilliant; his character 
determined, ami in nothing has lie fallen below his 
first education lie speaks French as well as an 
Englishman or Spaniard in general can speak that 
language. Me is active; emulous of gaining in¬ 
struction, and may be s:cd to be on a level with the 
science uf his age. He attended all the public 

courses, and initiated himself into all the modern 
discoveries. He was the intimate friend of tlic il¬ 
lustrious ilumbodl and Uunplaud, with whom he' 
travelled a considerable time. To enlarge the 
sphere of his knowledge, he travelled over England, 

France, ltu!v, Switzciland, and a part of Germany 
He thus formed bis character, and assumed 
bis rank amongst bis species; was placed under the 
auspicies; of Gen. Miranda, who placed that sword 
in bis band which he has since managed so well. 

The taste and habits of his early youth seemed to < 
have designed him for a very difierent career. 

LONDON FASHIONS FOR JULY. 

Walking Dnnss.—A jaconet muslin round dress 
with a chemisette body, and long sleeves made rather- 
| full, and finished at the bottom with a fullness of 
muslin in front of the wrist; the fullness confined 
across by narrow bands, which button in the middle 
the bottom of tlie skirt richly embroidered,and the 
embroidery surmounted by a full trimming of mus- 
i litt. The spencer worn with this dress is compo¬ 
sed of primrose-coloured figured poplin; the spen¬ 
cer turns over in the pelerine style; it just meets at 
the buttom of the waist, anil partially displays the 
front of the under-dress. 

Evening Dbess. —A while satin slip, over which 
is a round dress composed of white gauze with 
small pink spots: the bottom of the skirt is finished 
by a band of white, terminated by a full Bounce of 
blond lace; over this is a trimming surmounted by 
a lace flounce. 

Pxnisisx Walking Dnsss. Cambric muslin gown 
ornamented round the border with fine lace sutv 
mounted with five broad tucks, and a richly em¬ 
broidered flounce edged with lace. Corsage a-la~ 

Suvigne, with a dark green embroidered belt. Long 
puckered sleeves; Triple Spanish ruff of lace, with 
pointed edges. Yellow gauze bonnet, ornamented 
with a full bouquet of lilacs. Dove colored parasol 
white fringe. Dark green kid slippers and gloves. 

Excttsa ScarsiKU Walking Dukss,—R ound dress' 
of fine India muslin aver blush-coloured silk, finish¬ 
ed by a broad puckered ornament at the border to 
correspond. Canezou spencer of blush satin and 
fine lace. Bonnet ofthe same with a full bouquet of 
roses, myrtle blossoms, of other small flpwew; 
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GEN. SIMON BOLIVAR. 

The following biographical skelch ef 
(he brave and pntriotick Bolivar; to aka 
his country is indebted for the inestimable 
privileges of civil liberty, and all lit 
blessings that follow in their train, iVpe- l 
culiarly appropriate at this moment, ilea I 
the brilliant achievements of his arms, am/ 
the lustre that adorns his name, is, si it 
ought to be, the theme of admirationrrith 
all our countrymen who are cipiblt'a! 
reflection ; a name that needs to litis 
render it conspicuous. 

The celebrated defender of Soil'll 
American independence was boro at Cat- 
accas, in 1785, anti is of a- noble anil, ei- 
tremely rich family. He.was sent at an 
early period to Spain, to be educated, and 
when he had completed his studies, be 
wont to Paris, where he was much notic¬ 
ed for his talents. At Paris he.was a con¬ 
stant attendant on all the publick lecture!. 
He contracted an intimacy with Hombnldt 
and Boupland, travelled with them for 
some time, and successively visited Eng¬ 
land, Italy, Switzerland and a large part 
of Germany, to make himself acquainted 
with their customs and the character of 
man. Returning to Venezuela, he was 
appointed a colonel in the service of (he 
newly established republick, andwassenl j 
to London on an important mission, tits 
expense of which he himself defrayed.— 
When Bolivar came back, Miranda gave 
him the command at Puerto Cabellojlml 
the Spanish prisoners having risen and 
seized the port, Bolivar was obliged to 
evacuate the town and proceed by seals 
Coraccas. 

After Miranda had capitulated wilh 
Monteverde, and resistance seemed to‘be 
at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar retired 
1 to Curracoa, where he formed a connexion 
with Brion, by which he procured a mar- 
atime co-operation. He then offered his 
services to the Congress of New Granada, 
and they were accepted. Finding that the 
Venezuelans were disposed once more to 
.throw off the Spanish yoke, he obtained 
from the Congress a body of six hundred 
men, with which, in 1813, he penetrate! 
across the Andes into Venezuela, anu a ‘ 
ter several sanguinary notions, succeede 
in wresting from the enemy the whole o 
the province, excepting the port 3 °' jl !. 
Guira and Porto Cabello, in the latter o 
which Monteverde defended himself W1 1 
the most obstinate determination. R ' vaS 
in this campaign that live garni o mucrU^ 
or exterminatory war began, in con« c 
quence of the Spaniards having pot 
death some of their prisoners. 

The Spaniel) dominion would now hat 
been annihilated, had not Moutever 
contrived to arm the slaves, and thus 
spread insurrection over the whole exten 
of the country. Boves Puy, Palomoan 
and others were at the head of these au ^ 
iliarics to the Spaniards. The whole coa 1 } 
try was ravaged with tire and sword- 0 . 
ivar, who had been declared dictator ° 
Venezuela, now inarched against t e 
new enemies, overthrew them in some®® 
counters, and would probably have e 
troyed them had he not divided his otto, t 
and suffered himself to be surprise / 
Boves, who defeated him in a decjsi 
engagement. The consequence was, 
trust and disunion among the repub m 1 
and the complete triumph of the roya - » 
who showed no mercy to their antag° ni 
Bolivar again returned to New Grana t 
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jni l served two year* under Jhe Tjanners 
!!f the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Mor- 
... reached the South American coast, 
oil5 Bolivar threw himself into Cartha- 
18 ' which he defended for a long time, 
r g»istance became hopeless. He then 
l ' le (jig way with part of his army thro’ 
(he besiegres, and retired to St. Domingo. 

I" thacena surrendered to the Spaniards 
815, and by June 1816, Morillo, had 
educed not only the Caraccas, but also 
SewJGranada, the capital of the latter 

rovioco having fallen into his hands. 

P rphe snirit of resistance, however, was 

Jd'XH. Ari^enJi dr... Ibc 

Spaniards from the island of Margarita, 
Zl Bolivar arrived there with h,s torces, 
which he.had recruited at Aux Cayes, was 

soon ;rfhe^t:fca^3N:w 

Granada, Bolivar and Brion ascended the 
S inoco and made themselves masters of 
Angostura, the capital of span.sh Guyana. 
There Bolivar increased lus strength by 
means of volunteers from. Europe, and 
nrepared to commence another struggle 
with Morillo. In 1817 he ascended the 
river Apa re arul penetrated into Caraccas, 
as far as Caloboso. But after several hard 
fought battles he was worsted in a contest 
DcarOrtm, and compelled to return to. 
Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Bolivar 
changed his plan, and resolved to begin, 
by the conquest of New Granada, an oper¬ 
ation which was likely to succeed, as the 
enemy did not expect to be attacked in 
that quarter. Accordingly, embarking 
the whole of his forces, he ascended the 
Orinoco and the hleta by a difficu! tand 
dangerous navigation. He thus peneti at- 
ed UHo New Granada, and made himself 
master ol Santa Fe, the capital, in August, 
1819. The Mow iva« decisive. He was 
joined by numbers, and had the resources 
of an extensive country at his command. 
Morillo in vain endeavoured to stop his 
progress. The country under his author¬ 
ity was gradually wrested from him by 
successive defeats anil defections ; and to¬ 


wards the close of 1820, he concluded an 
armistice with Bolivar, in order to afford 
time to negociate a treaty between the 
South Americans arid the government of 
Spam. The armistice still subsists, nnd 
it is probable that the independence of 
New Granada and Venezuela will event- 
unity be acknowledged. Thus, after a 
struggle of eleven years, the valor and 
perseverance of Bolivar will be crowned 
with success, and he will indisputably 
have a claim to the title which was long 
ago given to him of “ The Liberator of 
his country,”—JV H. Patriot. 
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GENERAL BOLIVAR, the WASHINGTON 
OF SOUTH AMERICA. 

Caracas, April 20. 

Third renunciation of the Presidentship of Co¬ 
lombia made by the Liberator. 

To his Excellency the President of the Senate. 

Excellent Sir. —The pence of Peru, 
which our arms have affected, by the mo9t 
glorious victory of the new world, has ter¬ 
minated the war on the American Conti¬ 
nent. Thus Colombia has no longer an en¬ 
emy in her own territories, or in those of 
her neighbours. 1 have therefore fulfilled 
my mission, consequently it is time to real¬ 
ize the promise 1 Jiave so often made to 
my country, of retiring from publick life 
when an enemy was no longer to be found 
in America. 

All the world observes and confesses 
that rny continuance in Colombia is no 
longer necessary, and no one is more sen¬ 
sible of this fact than myself. I must even 
! add that I deem my glory at its height!), 
on beholding rny country free, consolidat¬ 
ed, and tranquil ere 1 withdraw from its 
glorious shores. My absence in Peru has 
manifested the truth of this fact, and I flat¬ 
ter myself that in future, the liberty and 
glory of Colombia will still fur ther in¬ 
crease, The legislative body, the vice- 
president, the army, and the nation, have 
demonstrated in the very outset of their 
career, that they are worthy of liberty, 
and fully capable of sustaining it against 
every opposilion. Let me honestly con¬ 
fess to Your Excellency, that f wish that 
both Europe and America should be satis¬ 
fied ot my abhorrence of supreme power, 
under whatever aspect or name it may be 
conferred on me. My feelings are wound¬ 
ed by the atrocious calumnies lavished on 
me, at once by the liberals of America, 
and the serviles of Europe. Day and night 
I am disquieted by the impressions that 
my enemies entertain, of my services in 
favour of liberty being prompted by am¬ 
bition. In short I venture (o state to Your 
Excellency with unusual frankness, which 
I hope will be excused, that I think the 
glory of Colombia will suffer by my con¬ 
tinuance-in her territories; inasmuch as it 
will always be imagined that she is threat¬ 
ened by a tyrant; and the outrage thus 
offered tome will in some sort tarnish the 
lustre of her virtues, since f form a part, 
although, the least of the Republick. 

I beg Your Excellency will be pleased 
to submit to the consideration of the Sen¬ 
ate, my renunciation of the Presidency of 
Colombia. Its admission will be an am¬ 
ple recompense for my services in both 
republicks. 

Your Excellency will please to accept 

thft afiCIlrflnr.A nf mv rVtclinn*nIahnr1 rnn^it!- 

erxtinn SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Lima , December 22, 1824. 
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Gratitude of a iTeoublie. -The Oon- 
; f‘ e ” 01 Colombian Itepublic, at 
uieir late session, decreed a pensien to 
general Bolivar, of thirty thousand dol¬ 
lars annually, during his life. The pre¬ 
amble of the decree states, that 

“ At the time when the Liberator, 
Simon Bolivar, commenced theimmor- 
la. work of liberating his country and 
founding the Kepublic of Colombia, he 
was young and rich, and now that he 
has the glory of having completed this : 


Heroic undertaking, he finds himself', uf. 
ter having consumed the most flourish¬ 
es years of bistite, hereh of the patri 
mony which he inherited from his an¬ 
cestors, in consequence of having con¬ 
secrated his life and fortune to the sac¬ 
red cause oI liber ly and independence ; 
that it is the duly of the Republic to 
provide a suitable anil decent mainten¬ 
ance tor one who has'given it heme, 
and from whom it reasonably evpocls 
to be exalted to that height of great¬ 
ness and perfection to which its desti- j 
mes call it; ancWlml they do, lliere/ore, 
decree,” &c. 


i^Ew York JCov. 23 . 

Desperate Villain. 

We understand a black fellow was 
taken up on suspicion at Brooklyn, on 
Saturday morning last, with aback load 
of live turkeys. He could nof. or rath, 
er would not, give any account, where 
or how he came- possessed of them, and 
was accordingly put j n the custody of 
an officer, for committal to the county 
jatf On the way, (lie prisoner desired 
to stop a moment at the way side, and 
immediately drew from his irowsers, 
a pocket pistol, presented it t® tl,<* 
breast of the officer, and snapped it • 
t.wtunatefy it missed fire. The invin¬ 
cible officer at once felled him fo il, e 
ground, took it from him, and found in 
Ins possession a flask of ponder and a 
quantity of' leaden balls. On examina¬ 
tion, the pistol was found to contain 3 
bullets and a proper quantity of pow- 
uer ; he was, however, safely conduc- 
tecJ to prison, and now remain 0 chained 
securely to the floor to await his trial 
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! lowing’ are the members from the frej* districts oi 
I Venezuela: , 


Cara cc as. 

Dr. ,7- German Koscio 
Ds\ L. T. Peraza 
Joseph K span a 
Onefre Basalo 
F. A Zea 

Ilarcehna. 

Col. P. Pare jo 
Cot. P. K. Hmtado 
1). B- Urbanja 
It Cl. Cadiz 
1) A. Alcala 

Citnnina. 

Gen. Santiago Marino 
Gen. l'homas MonUlla 
Dr Juan .Martinez 
Col Dieiro Vulemlla 


Vatinas. 

I)r. It. Tg, Mendez 
Cot. M. Guerro 
Gen. Itefael Urdanela 
Dr. A. M Brizeno 
Gnaymia. 
Eusebio Asunador 
.!. X’ Cardoso 
Commissary F. I’enlaver 
Gen. P. Leon Torres 
•Margarita. 
Gasper Marcano 
Dr. Manuel Palacio 
Domingo Alzuru 
Jose de J, Guevara. 


INSTALLATION of the YENEE DELIAS’ 
CONGRESS. 

Translation of the official CVrcufar of the Congress nj 
Venezuela. 

Act of the Instalation of the National Congress of 
Venezuela, in the city of St. Thomas of Angostu¬ 
ra, the 15th day of February, A. D. 1819—the 9th 
of the independence of Venezuela. 

At half past ten in the morning the deputies, in 
consequence of a previous citation by the supreme 
chief, Simon Bolivar, assembled in the palace of 
the government, tor the installation of the sovereign 
national congress, which was convoked bv the su¬ 
preme chief) on the 22d October, 1818. 'The fob 


At eleven o’clock three guns announced the ap¬ 
proach of the supreme chief, accompanied by his 
general stall*, the governor of the place, the com¬ 
mandant general of the province and the principal 
officers of the army then in the capital. The de¬ 
puties received the supreme chief at the entrance 
of the palace, and he was conducted to the presi¬ 
dential chair. The concourse of citizens and stran¬ 
gers was immense—the session was opened by the 
supreme chief in a discourse of some length, the 
leading objects of which were to draw their atten¬ 
tion to the basis of a constitutional project, which 
he presented to congress, as the best adapted to 
the situation of the country: he touched generally 
on his own administration and the difficult circum¬ 
stances in which it had devolved on him, adding 
that the secretaries of the several departments 
would furnish the necessary documents, and details, 
necessary to obtain a circumstantial view of the ac¬ 
tual situation of the republic. He recommended to 
congress the cofirmation of the freedom of the 
slavt-s without any restriction which had been be¬ 
fore proclaimed; the establishment of an order of 
libt'vtudores; and that of the confirmation of a pro¬ 
ject for appropriating certain public lands as a just 
reward to the defenders of the country for their 
public services; he recommended particularly to 
congress, to direct their attention to the funding 
of the public debt, and the provision of means for 
its speedy and exact extinction, being in accord 
with national gratitude, honor, justice, and interest. 

The supreme chief having concluded his dis¬ 
course, pronounced “ the Congress of Venezuela is 
“ now installed—the national sovereignly resides in 
“ it from this moment— my sword and those of my 

brave companions in arms, arc ready to sustain^ 
** its august authority—long live the Congress of 
“ Venezuela \ i} 

This exclamation was repeated with the loudest 
acclamations of the people, ami accompanied by a 
salvo of artillery. 

The supreme chief then invited congress to pro¬ 
ceed to the election of a president, ad interim, in 
order that he might resign into the hands of the 
congress the authority with which he had been in¬ 
vested. 

The assembly proceeded to an election viva voce, 
and the deputy F A. Zen, was elected president. 
The supreme chief then administered to the presi¬ 
dent the oath upon the holy evangelists, and to 
each of the deputies hi succession. 

This ceremony being concluded, the president 
took his seat in the presidential chair, and the 
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premc chief addressed the military corps as follows: 

“ Generals, chiefs and officers—my companions 
in arms—we are now simple citizens, until the sove¬ 
reign congress shall be plea-ed to employ us in 
those grades and stations which their wisdom shall 
deem tit; confident in the congeniality of your feel¬ 
ings, 1 shall give to the sovereign congress the un¬ 
doubted proof of our devotion, by surrendering in¬ 
to its hands the authority which I have hitherto 
exercised in behalf of our country.” 

He then approached the president of congress, 
and presenting to him his baton of office, spoke thus: 

“ 1 restore to the public authority that baton of 
authority with which my country lias entrusted to 
me: to serve the republic in any station, grade or 
service, in which tiie congress may think proper to 
employ me, will always be considered as my duty 
and honor to accept, and to fulfil to the best of my 
faculties, and my example shall be the proof to 
others of my sense of Hie duty which every soldier 
and citizen owes to the republic ” 

The president Zea, rose and addressing congress,' 
spoke a> follows: 

“ It appears that the confirmation of all the ap¬ 
pointments of every grade and employment, made 
under the authority of Simon Bolivar, does not call 
for any discussion; notwithstanding, I consider it 
proper that congress should express itself on this 
point; 1 therefore oiler the following proposition. 

“ 1b it the pleasure of congress that the appoint¬ 
ment, made in the public service during the autho¬ 
rity of Simon Bolivar shall be confirmed?” 

The congress answered by an unanimous affirma¬ 
tive; and then the president added: 

“The sovereign congress of the republic con 
firms in the person of captain general Simon Boli¬ 
var, all the grades and appointment made or con¬ 
ferred by him during his public administration; and 
returned to him the Baton. He then invited him to 
a seat on his right hand, after a few moments si¬ 
lence, the president, Zea, rose and addressed con¬ 
gress as follows. 

Fellow citizens , 

All nations and empires were small and feeble in 
their infancy, like man to whom they owe their in¬ 
stitutions. Those great cities which still continue 
to astonish the imagination, Memphis, Palmyra, 
Thebes, Alexandria, Tyre, the capital of Belus and 
Semiramis, and you superb Home, caput orbis; you 
were in your commencement but an bumble and j 
wretched village; it was not in the capitol, nor in j 
the palace of Agrippa or Trajan, but in an obscure | 
and lowly but, under a smoky thatched roof, and 
in a rustic garb that Romulus sketched the first ! 
draft of the capital of the world, and prepared the 
foundations of a stupendous empire. Nothing in 
the origin of Home was brilliant but his genius, no 
thing was great but himself It is not bj r the pomp 
or parade, nor by the magnificence of our installa¬ 
tion on this day, but by the inexhaustible resources 
presented to us by nature, and by the wisdom and 
efficacy of those great plans which you shall form 
and put into activity, to promote the public prospe¬ 
rity, that the greatness and future felicity of our 
republic must depend. The simplicity of the in¬ 
stallation itself and the splendor of the great act of 
patriotism of which gen. Bolivar has given so me¬ 
morable and illustrious an example has given to this 
solemnity a most impressive character that rivals tiie 
virtuous days of antiquity, and which already gives 
a presage of the future happy destinies of our 
country. Neither Home nor Athens, nor Sparta 
tself, in the most celebrated days of their prosperity ! 


and public virtue, gave a more sublime nor interest¬ 
ing example. The mind is exalted on the contem¬ 
plation of that of which we are now the spectators 
—centuries disappear, and we almost feel ourselves 
contemporaries with Aristides, Fhocion. Cainillus, 
and Rpaminoudas:—the same philanthvophy and the 
same enlarged principles, which reunite the repub¬ 
lican chiefs ot antiquity with the benevolent empe¬ 
rors Vespasian, Titus, Trajan, M. Aurelius, who 
were worthy to be ranked with the patriots of high¬ 
er antiquity, place to-day in the same rank of fame 
the late unassuming chief of our own republic; and 
with them he will partake of the renown of history 
and the benediction of posterity. 

It is noi now the moment in which the sublime 
act of patriotic virtue, of which we have been more 
truly admirers than witnesses, can be duly appreci¬ 
ated: when our institutions shall have received the 
solemn sanction of time and experience, with all the 
feebleness and inexperience of our national age 
shall give way to time and wisdom, when passions, 
interests and vanities shall have disappeared, and 
great deeds and great men, shall alone remain in 
the eyes of a free people—then justice will be done 
to tiie noble acts of this day, and the name of Boli¬ 
var shall be pronounced with veneration in Veue- 
jzucla and acknowledged by all the world. 

I will pass over in silence what he lias done for 
our liberties—eight years of affections and dangers, 
the sacrifice of fortune and repose; agitations and 
calamities almost incredible, ifwe had not witnessed 
and felt them; efforts of which it is difficult to find 
examples in history; the most unshaken constancy 
under reverses; the immoveable firmness; the glory 
of never despairing of the cause of the republic: 
even after all appeared to be subjected but himself 
alone-—and even then without any other resources 
but his own mind—I pass over in silence so many 
titles which he has to immortality only to incite the 
attention on what we now have seen, and must ever 
admire. Had gen. Bolivar relinquished hisauthori- 
| ty, when nothing surrounded him but dangers and 
i misfortunes, when he drew upon his head insult and 
calumnies, and when he seemed to hold only a mere 
nominal or vain title, nothing could indeed have ap¬ 
peared in such conduct worthy of praise—but what 
all would consent to consider an act of prudence; 
but to abdicate at this moment, when power has 
begun to hold forth attractions to the eyes of ambi¬ 
tion; and when every thing presages an approach¬ 
ing accomplishment o all our wishes; and proceed¬ 
ing thus from his own spontaneous will, and from a 
pure devotion to the liberty of his couiuty, is an act 
so heroic and virtuous, th.u we are lost in the effort 
to discover any model to which it cun be referred, 
and I despair of ever seeing any imitators. But O! 
shall we suffer general Bolivar thus to elevate-him¬ 
self by his magnanimity so much above us, to such a 
height as shall leave his fellow citizens no mode of 
competition with him in noble and patriotic feelings, 
without reinvesting him with that same authority 
which he had exercised so nobly, and of which he 
nas this day voluntarily divested himself, in order to 
preserve liberty inviolable, wliena different conduct 
would have placed liberty in danger. 

Gen. Bolivar rose and loudly exclaimed—No! no! 
never—never shall 1 accept an authority which I 
have renounced for ever—-with all my soul, and by 
the impulse of my feelings.—He continued to point 
out the danger to which liberty was exposed when 
the supreme authority remained for too long a period 
in the same hands; that he deemed it prudent to 
take this step lest others of more ambitious views 
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should come hereafter; a:; well as to place a check 
upon his own passion?, because he was apprehen¬ 
sive of not always having the means of duly delibe¬ 
rating, or thinking in the same way; he concluded 
by protesting in the strongest and most decided 
manner, that on no occasion nor on any considera¬ 
tion, lie would consent to hold an authority which 
he had so sincerely and deliberately renoncced, in 
order to ensure to his country the blessings of lib¬ 
erty. He then asked permission to retire, and the 
president nuii«» d a deputation of ten members to ac¬ 
company him, and lie retired with them 

The congress then proceeded to the nomination 
of a president of the republic, ad interim, and some 
difficulties occurring in the choice, it was resolved 
that gen. Bolivar should exercise this power for 124 
hours, or for 48 provisionally; and a deputation of 
which gen Marino was the chairman, proceeded to 
make known these resolutions of congress, lien. 
Bolivar received them and said, that only in consi¬ 
ders ion of the urgency lie would consent to the 
wishes of congress, under the explicit consideration 
that the exercise of the aulhorit) should not be pro¬ 
longed beyond the term expressed. 

Congress resolved that on the next day at half 
past lime, with the concurrence of the exccnli\e 
power, general stall*, chiefs, and public officers they 
would proceed to the cathedral, to oiler thanks to 
the Creator for the blessings which the country 
was promised by the happy progress made in re 
storing and securing* the destiny of the republic, 
and the approaching establishment of a constitu¬ 
tional government, calculated to secure freedom 
and to lead the public in her high destinies. 

The president then declared the installation ot 
the congress to be completed, and the journal of 
the proceedings were then prepared and signed by 
the supreme chief (The names as above ) A co¬ 
py of the proceedings were then prepared and 
presented In the executive for publication and on 
the following day publication was made and ordered 
to be communicated to theprovinecs and the muni¬ 
cipalities of the republic: 

And congress adjourned. 
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[Translated for the Democratic Press.] 

Head Quartern at Octimare, 

6th July , 1816. 

Simon Rolivar, supreme chief of the Republic, 
and captain general of the armies of Venezue¬ 
la, and New Grenada, he. 

To the inhabitants of the province of Carraccas. 

An army, a numerous park of artillery, muskets 
and ammunition are now at my command to libe¬ 
rate you !—Your tyrants shall be destroyed or ex¬ 
pelled, and you sh.Jl be restored to your rights, 
to yourcountry and to peace. 

The war of examination carried on against us 
by our enemies shall be ceased on our side. We 
shall pardon those who may surrender, even al¬ 
though they be Spaniards I Such of them as serve 
the cause, of Venezuela shall be regarded as 
friends, and consequently shall be employed ac¬ 
cording to their merit and abilities. The hostile 
troops that come over to us shall enjoy all the 
benefits that the country can bestow on its benej 
factors. 

No Ruropean Spaniard shall he put to death 
unless in battle. No American shall suffer the 
least injury for having joined the king’s party 
and committed hostile acts against his fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

The unhappy portion of our brethren, who 
have groaned under the calamities of slavery, is 
hereby set free. Nature, justice and policy, de¬ 
mand the emancipation of the slave i hencefor¬ 
ward there shall be known in Venezuela only one 
class of men—all shall be citizens. 

After taking the capital, we shall convoke the 
representatives of the people to a general con¬ 
gress, in order to re-establish the government of 
the republic. 

Whilst we are marching to Caraccas, general 
Marino, at the head of a formidable corps, attacks 
Cuniana; gcncrid Piar, reinforced by generals 
Koxusand Monagas, become master of the plains 
(Uanos) advances to Rarcclona, and general Aris- 
mendi, with his victorious army, occupios Marga¬ 
rita. 

SIMON UOI.IVAR. 
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BIOGRAPHIC AI.. 

*‘*I he proper sillily ofmun 4ml i* man.*’ 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Th^ following biographical sketch of the 
brave and patriotic Bolivar, to whom his 
country is indebted for the inestimable privi¬ 
leges of civil liberty, and all the blessings that 
follow in their train, is peculiarly appropriate 
at this moment, when the brilliant achievments 
of his arms, and the holy lustre that adorns his 
name, is, as it ought to be, the theme of admi¬ 
ration with all of our countrymen who are ca¬ 
pable of reflection : a name that needs no title 
to render it conspicuous:— 

. This celebrated defender of South 
Americun Independence, was born at 
Carnccas, in 1785, and is of a noble and 
extremely rich family. He was sent 
at an early period to Spain, to he edu 
cated, and when he had completed his 
studies, he went to Paris, where he 
was much noticed for his talents and 
learning, in all the best societies of the 
capital. At Paris he was a constant at¬ 
tendant on all the public lectures.— 
He contracted an intimacy with Hum¬ 
boldt and Bouplnnd, travelled with them 
for some time, and successively visited 
England, Italy, Switzerland, and a large 
part of Germany, to make himself ac¬ 
quainted with their customs and the 
character of man. Returning to Ven¬ 
ezuela, he was appointed a colonel in 
the service of the newly established 
republic, and was scut to London on an 
important mission, the expense of which 
he himself defrayed. When' Bolivar 
came back, Miranda gave him the com¬ 
mand at Puerto Cabello, but the Span¬ 
ish prisoners having risen and seized 
the fort, Bolivar was obliged to evacu¬ 
ate the town, and proceed by sea to 
Caracas. 

After Miranda had capitulated with 
Monteverde, and resistance seemed to 
be at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar re¬ 
tired to Curacoa, where he formed a 
connexion with Brion, by which he 
procured a maritime co-operation. lie 
then offered his servires to the Con¬ 
gress ol\New-Granada, and they were 
accepted. Finding that the Venezu- 
lians were disposed once more 10 throw 
off the Spanish yoke, he obtained from 
the Congress a body of six hundred 
men, with which, in 1813, he penetra¬ 
ted across the Andes into Venezuela, 
and after several sanguinary actions, 
succeeded in wresting from the enemy 
the whole of the province, excepting 
tlu; ports of La Guira and Porto Cabel¬ 
lo, in the latter of which, Monteverde 
defended himself with the most obsti¬ 
nate determination. It was in this 
campaign that the guerra amuerte, or 
exterminatory war began, in conse¬ 
quence of the Spaniards having put to 
death some of their prisoners. 

The Spanish dominion would now 
hnve been annihilated, had not Monte¬ 
verde contrived to arm the slaves, and 
thus to spread insurrection over the 
whole extent of the country. Boves, 
Puy, Pnlomo and others, were at the 
head of tht»'e auxiliaries to the Span¬ 
iards. The whole country was ravag¬ 
ed with fire nnd sword. Bolivar, who 
had been declared dictator of Venezu¬ 
ela, now mnrehed against these new 
enemies, overthrew them in some en¬ 
counters, and would probubly have de¬ 


stroyed them had he not divide^ ms 
nrmy, nnd suffered himself. to be sur¬ 
prised by Boves, who defeated him in 
a decisive engagement. The conse¬ 
quence was, distrust and disunion among 
the Republicans, nnd" the complete tri¬ 
umph of the royalists, who showed no 
ipercy to their antagonists. Bolivar n- 
gikiu returned to New-Granada, and 
served two yenrs under the banners of 
the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Mu¬ 
rillo, reached the South American coast 
in 1815, Bolivar threw himself into Car- 
thagenn, which he defended for a long 
time, till resistance became hopeless.— 
He then made his way with part of his 
army through the besiegers, and retir¬ 
ed to St. Domingo. Carthngenn sur¬ 
rendered to the Spaniards in 1815, and 
by June, 1816, Morillo had reduced 
not only the Caracas, but also New- 
Granada, the capital of the latter prov¬ 
ince hnving fallen into his hands. 

The spirit of resistaqce, however, 
was - not destroyed. Arismendi drove 
the Spaniards from the Island of Mar- 
garitn, nnd Bolivar arrived there with 
his forces, which he had recruited at 
Aux Cayes, was soon joined by Brion. 
After some attempts on the'epa^ts of 
Carnccas And New Graitada,Bolivar and 
Brion ascended the Orinoco, and made 
themselves masters af Angostura, the 
capital of Spnnish Guyana. There 
Bolivar increased his strength by means 
of volunteers from Europe, and prepar¬ 
ed to commence anojher struggle with 
Morillo. In 1817, he ascended the riv¬ 
er Apure and penetrated into Carac- 
cas, as far as Calabczo. But after sev¬ 
eral hard fought battles he was worst¬ 
ed in a contest near Ortin, and com¬ 
pelled to return to Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Boli¬ 
var changed his plan, and resolved to 
begin by the conquest of New-Grana¬ 
da, an operation which was likely to 
succeed, as the enemy did not expect 
to be attacked in that quarter. Accord¬ 
ingly, embarking the whole of his for¬ 
ces, he' ascended the Orinoco and the 
Meta by a difficult and dangerous navi¬ 
gation. He thus penetrated into New- 
Grenada and made himself master of 
Santa Fe, the capital, in August 1819. 
The blow was decisive. He was join¬ 
ed by numbers, and had the resources 
of an extensive country at his command. 
Morillo in vain endeavoured to stop his 
progress. The country under his au- 
thofity was gradually wrested from him 
by successive defeats and defections,and 
towards the close of 1820, he conclud¬ 
ed an armistice with'Bolivar, in order 
to afford time to negotiate a treaty be¬ 
tween the South Americans, and the 
government of Spain. The armistice 
still subsists; and it is probable that the 
independence ofNew-Grenada and Ven¬ 
ezuela will eventually be acknowledg¬ 
ed. Thus, after u struggle of 11 years, 
the valor and perseverance of Bolivar 
will be crowned with success, and he 
will indisputably haye a claim to the 
title which was long ago given to him 
of “ The Liberator of his Country.” 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



Bolivar, of Colombia. 

Bolivar, Simon;BARAULT, LUIS A 

Niles' Weekly Register (1814-1837); Jun 4, 1825; 28, 716; ProQuest 

pg. 221 


prcssions that my enemies entertain, of my serviced 
in favor of liberty being’ prompted by ambition, lit 
short, I venture to state to your excellency,-with un- 1 
usual frankness, which I hope will be excused, that t 
think the glory of Colombia will sulFer by my conti¬ 
nuance in her territories; - inasmuch as it' will always 
be imagined, that she is threatened by a tyrant; and 
the outrage, thus offered to me, will, in some sort, tar¬ 
nish the lustre of the virtues, since I form a part, al- 
though the least, of the republic. 

I bog your excellency will be pleased to submit to 
the consideration of the senate, my renunciation of 
the presidency of Colombia. Its admission will bo 
an ample recompense for my services in both repub¬ 
lics. 

Youi* excellency will please to accept the asauranbo 
of my distinguished consideration. 

SIMON 130LIYAK*• 


Bolivar, of Colombia. 

The third renunciation of the presidentship of Colombia 
made by the liberator. 

TO Ills F.XCKT.I.ENCY THE PRESIDENT OE THE SENATE. 

r . Excellent Sir: The peace of Peru, which our arms 
have effected, by the most glorious victory of the 
new world, has terminated tile war on the American 
continent. Thus Colombia has no longer an enemy 
in her own territories, or in those of her neighbors. 

I have therefore fulfilled my mission, conssquently it 
is time to realize the promise I have so often made to 
my country, of retiring from public life when an ene¬ 
my was no longer to be found in America. 

AH the world observes and confesses tiiat my con¬ 
tinuance in Colombia is no longer necessary, and no 
one is more sensible of this fact than myself.' I must 
even add that I deem my glory at its height, on be¬ 
holding my country free, consolidated and tranquil, 
ore I,withdraw from its glorious shores. My absence 
in Peru has manifested the truth of this fact, and I 
flatter myself that, in future, the liberty and glory of 
Colombia will still further increase. The legislative 
body, the vice president, the army, and the nation, 
have demonstrated, in the very outset of their career, 
that they are worthy of Jiherty, and fully capable of 
sustaining it against every opposition.- Let me ho¬ 
nestly confess to your excellency, that I wish that both 
Europe and America should be satisfied of my abhor¬ 
rence of supreme power, under whatever aspect or 
name it may be conferred on me. My feelings are 
wounded by the atrocious calumnies lavished on me, i 
at once by the liberals of America, and the serviies of 
Europe. Day alul night I am disquieted by the irn- 


Lima, December 22, 1825. 

ANSWEtU 

To his excellency the liberator mul president of ikc vcpvh : 
tic of Colombia. 

Senate house,Bogota, ) 
February 11 , 1825—15. y 

.Excellent sir: in conformity with the communica¬ 
tion 1 had the honor to make to your excellency in my 
note of the 1st instant; I assembled the two legisla¬ 
tive chambers on the Stb instant, at night, ip order to 
deliberate, in their wisdom, on the renunciation made 
by your excellency of the presidency of the republic* 
The communication of your excellency having been 
read, and this delicate affair proposed for discussion, 
a most profound and dignified silence prevailed for 
some time. This truly expressive silence—a silence 
more eloquent than human language, continued for 
the spaee of fifteen minutes. The females, and nume¬ 
rous spectators, who occupied the galleries of the 
senate, were immoveable, and anxiously awaited the 
decision of the legislature. At length the question of 
the retirement of your excellency was put to the vote, 
and I have the pleasure of announcing its rejection 
by the seventy-three members composing the con-- 
gress; namely, twenty-one senators, and fifty-two re-* 
presentatives. Then it was that this amiable peoplo 
—this people that adores its libesator, could not re¬ 
strain its transports of joy. The clapping of hands 
was heard for the first time in the chamber* Your 
excellency was cheered with the most lively enthu¬ 
siasm, and the legislators also were applauded for 
having manifested so correct a judgment in this 
august deliberation. All was joy, all was gjaicty.— 
The people, sir, knew not how to express ?- eir feel¬ 
ings of satisfaction, tenderness and pure delight. In 
short, they proved how precious to them was the fa¬ 
ther of Colombia, the friend of the human race, in a 
mode as sincere as it was energetic. Your excellen¬ 
cy would have been deeply alfected, had you, (fortu¬ 
nately for us), beheld this moving scene. The che¬ 
rished, the respected name of Simon Bolivar, resound¬ 
ed throughout Bogota, and the numerous assemblage 
of both sexes, that with contented hearts crowded the 
streets, contributed to- the solemnity ot this act of 
congress. There was not an individual who did not 
repose more tranquilly for knowing that your excel- 3 
lency continued in the presidency ol'the republic. 

Such are the events of the memorable night ot the 
Sth of February, which I have the satisfaction of com¬ 
municating to your excellency. 

Your excellency will please to accept the senti¬ 
ments ofmv distiiuruishcd consideration and respect.:. 

LUIS A. BARALLT, 
President of the senate. 

Private letter from general Canlerae to his excellency In:, 
liberator , Von Simon Bolivar. 

As a lover of glory, although vanquished, I canned, 
avoiifcongratulating your cxce.llo.uoy on havi> g ’or-* 
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minated your enterprise in Peru,'by the memorable 
achievement of Ayacucho. Under this impression, 

I have the honor to introduce myself to you, and also 
to salute you.in the name of the other Spanish gene¬ 
rals. 

I am vour humble and obedient servant, 

J.OSE CANTERAC. 

Iluamanga, December 12, 18.24. 

. From the government press of Lima . 

Extract front Bolivar's second refusal of Ike million of dol¬ 
lars decreed to him by the congress of Peru. 

‘ ‘l repeat that, without accepting the favor in ques¬ 
tion, my services have already been rewarded in an 
infinitely greater, degree than had ever been hoped. 
Your, excellency knows,” (ho addresses the presi¬ 
dent), “that congress has omitted nothing calculat¬ 
ed to be honorable to ine. They have named me 
father and saviour pfPeru, they have decreed me 
perpetual president; thayhave ordered a'medal to be 
struck with my portrait; they have called me libera¬ 
tor,. they have invested me . with the command of 
Peru; and, finally, offered me an enormous lortune. 
I have accepted with pleasure all except the last: that 
I am forbidden to accept by the laws of my country 
and those of my oiyn heart.” 

Extract from the reply of the president. 

Excellent miv —(‘The congress to whom I have 
made, known the repeated and absolute negative off 
your excellency to receive the million of dollars 
which they decreed to place at your disposition, as a 
slight testimony of the inestimable benefits lor which 
the nation is indebted to you, have determined, that 
I shall inform your excellency that, while they re¬ 
spect your decision, they sensibly regret to see their 
designs on this subject frustrated; and that, not ieel- 
itig themselves at liberty to press it a third time, after 
the decided expressions contained in your fast note, 
take the liberty yet to request that you^ will appro¬ 
priate the said million to works of beneficence in fa¬ 
vor of the fortunate place of you nativity, and for any 
other parts, of the republic of Colombia which you 
may think proper. 
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FROM SOUTH AMERICA. n 

From the Curacoa Courant. *j 

Extract of a J.etter from Gen C. Soublette ; f 
at SL Thomas , to his friend in this island, f, 
dated Ndvember 8th, 1817. v 

Siooe I had the pleasure of teeing you end c< 
foar amiable foraily in Feb. 1816, the events of 
nwr hove prevented me from giving you the 
ilightest new* of my situation; it is probable, 
however, that you would have learned from pub¬ 
lic priots all our woc ewei nifeaequeni to our de- 
partore from Aas G*yes. We have lately made 
ourselves masters of the province of Guyana, of 
ihe navigation of the Oronoco, of a great part of 
the provinces of Outnana, Barcelona, Caracas, 
Borinas, and Cassanare. We command all ihe 
plains. We are masters of all the horses aod eat- 
tie ; and have efficient forces, both infantry and 
cavalry, to pacify all the rest of the provinces be¬ 
fore the end of the year. 

Extract of a letter , dated , St. Thomas, Dec. 9. 

By a vessel arrived here on the 2d inst. from 
Aogustura, letters have been received from per- 
ions of respectability, convey ing the agreeable in- 
elligence of the establishment of a supreme coun¬ 
cil of the nation at that place, on the ll»h ultimo, 
and the electioo of Simon Bolivar as First Ma¬ 
gistrate, or executive power. The cooncil seems 
to be divided into two sections, political and mili¬ 
tary. Of the former Zea is elected president, and 

Brion of the latter. . , 

The 26 h of November was fixed for the de- 
parture of 61 «*mall ves-els, with 1800 men, a- 
gainst San Fernando. Z*raxais harrassing the 
enemy somewhere aboui the Villa de Cura and 
intercepting all their convoys from Calaboso. 

Geo. Bunnud*, at the head of his army m 
Cumanicoa, harangued his army in a proclama 
lion. Monagas is closely besieging Barcelona _ 

Union, peace,fraternity, security, civil and mi¬ 
litary : so^h are the general cries in. Augustura, 
and among all the armies or divisions of the re¬ 
public : the It iumphs of tbeir arms, therefore, 

seems inevitable. . _. . , 

Mariana and Montilla arrived here three days 
aao, from North America: he brings very im¬ 
portant Gaxettes, from which it appears that the 
government of the United States has despatched 
a frigate with a deputation composed of General 
Fiscal, a military chief, and two other person 
age*, destioed to the Independent government of 
South America, in order to treat on the terms on 
which the United States are about to acknow¬ 
ledge their independence. In consequence of 
this, Rocio and Reveoga had act out for Wash- 


genee by them, rotative to the contending per- 
tirs on the Maio, that con be depended oo. Itw 
stated that Geo. Morillo left Valenciaoo the 10i» 
igat. for Calaboso, where he will establish bi» 
bead-quarters.—The Indapendent* are wid to 
bo io i»osses»ioo of San Fernando de A pore, * 
no general action had been food*. according to 
the last accounts received in Puerto Oabelli* — 
The belligerents most, however, be apprommat- 
ing very fast, and we may anticipate that a dread¬ 
ful conflict ia on the eve of taking place, which 
will probably decide the fate of V cocanda - s 
consummation greatly to be wished. 


m The precipitate departure of this vessel pre¬ 
vents me from sending you M P K * of ' 1 '^. 
term from Aogustura, and extracts of Gsaettes 
from that place ; in this, (wwever,»sbriefly de * 
lioeated the most substantsal parts of**™- 

Our enemies have promulgated^ report a lew 
days^go, that 62 vessels witrt 6000rn*n had ar- 
rived at frorto Ric > from Spain. What a foise- 
HoS, Bat thank God, we have detected the io- 

ventor of i*. . ^ 

From the same , of December 29. 

There have been three arrivals this 
Puerto Oabelld, bot we have Imrnt no totelh- 
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FROM SOUTH AMERICA. 

Nbo Yoke, Dec. 10. 




Americam have acknowledged iheir ddf, ittS _ 
interest and their glory ; they have dropped the ni««g fck troops. 

murderers' ifiiivea to seise the taobier arms o€ li- On the Slot July, Morillo attacked. »wv i 

alooe engaged whole fcroaa. tha environs of the capJTl: tw 

_> .1__til Mviopit* nf Ml l»Ann. A.ltauj LS_ ". . ‘ "N 


20 berty. The Spaniards are now 


By the arrival of the brig Hippomeneo, in ----,- M ._^ 

dayo from Curacoa, we have received papers in the struggle against America, and they will Pjnority or his troop^ flattered him withtbo 
from that place to the 15th November. They soon disappear from the field of battle. ° ao ***1 oon^usst, bat boro his 4i«ai>Bat»» 


contain some interesting particulars of the war 
in South America. 

SPANISH AMERICA. 

Extract of a letter from a respectable person, 
dated Cuayana , AugUst 26. 

Both Guay anas are at last occupied by the 


conquest 
eras equal to his di 


Carsquenians! the arms of the republic have i 0 -^*,®!****®* : Tal °' i 

triumphed on all sides: from the tedious plains ^ieceo/ertlilarv aituIts^M f? **?”••> 
of CMUtme «o the mooitM of the wealthy On no- f ln) ho*;, to l/dta f nM&& SJSI 

CO, we have been coortairtly followed by victory; p«a«ely,withthele..or*OOhenkil{i?l 
twenty glortons actions have enmred (be fate of * ^ *■ 9 

Venezuela. 

And the famous chiefs wham Spain has sent 


r w « . . . V . K - AVU IOIIIVU3 VM'trie WIIWIU MIWIII wumm svms 

erm» of the rrpnblc, ihe capital of the city of dominecr.ever u*, have been beaten by our 
Aocmtiira was etanmldloo Ihe 18ih July, and lroop , except Morillo, who (buna bailies as de- 
mtthe 3d Aivust Old Guayana. Matters of *oa,|y as we seek Ihrin. 


•d when ours amounted to only 86 of ths fo, 
and seventy of the latter. 

On tha 8 th of August, the whole of the 8 mbU 
army invaded the port of Juan da Grisro. 
little fort was defended only by a ran tndT 
troops, the half of which warn unfit for nrri 


A a § m m vuuivy ■» wv -r f - - —-- wwwi ivr ■CnKtJ 

the whole province, the lnda«indents command p ire thousand men protect this rich province. A navy of 27 vessels protected ths attack, »nd fT 
the nverb> very respectable forces. It is impos General Marino, at the head of2000 tpen, is coo- cil.tated it* operations : but they wars met by 

filnl# Tfl pmini**r!tlw Ann arimlna /«! nnm m ami «mssm a a* _ _ as. _ _ mAdavn finevAana wi#k mm mmik * 



7ZZ - 1 A r ready involved in flames, our people s&w the I 

The intrepid general Mootsgas^wMhhw bngad^, ofb reaking through the enemy with 

harass them on all sides at Rarcelona^ * and in the best manner they could in which hit’ 


booty has been taken by our squadron, which 
chased the enemy down the river, and took from 

££■*£r' of '-**'• ,aJ ,wo ‘ hi «“ *" d •" ,be brig.de, eon.rn.oded by it. worthy Oeo. 

i. »r e. . . Zara*a, •Consisting of upwards of 2000 men. runs half consumed, and a few unhurt, ths resthuS 

-j™ ^ f A I . T r: ““S* m J k through Ihe plains of Qamccns, liberating the peo- remained on the field ^ 

tr\n^ rve * M,n r if , Upwards , e whom force held in submission. The army l n the late cont.st, this has been the only «d 

ol 1000 prisoner* fell into the hands of the Indc- c f Gen. Paes, on which the reverses of Calsada, fortune which it fell to our lot to endure: battik 
pt ndcutSj imoiig whom is the bishop, the ccrlc- Torre, Lone*, Gorrin, Ramos, Reves, Gon- very misfortune has shed new lustre on th« glow 
elastic cabiddo, officers of high rank and e vast asi< j man « others reflect so much glory, is already acuqired by the people of Msrgarit ts 

number o» respectable^ persons nf all classes. It 4990 . trong, and has kindled the flames of insur- the same time that it has covered their oppr* 

J " rection throughout a great pert of New -Grenada, sors with ignominy. 

Carsquenians! Having liberated Guayaoa, I 
now cross back to Orohoko, and will soon ap¬ 
pear in (he ^middle of your capital with the must 
formidable army that ever was seen in Vedesu 
ela. The forces of Morillo are reduced to a mere 


is most interesting to k£hw, that the Spaniards 
have lost the public opinion which they formerly 
enjoyed with the inhabitants. The-Independ^nts, 
on the contrary, hold.it in its full length. Tran- 
•qoWity order, abundance in all kinds of things, 
and 'Safely in all its extent, have succeeded to 
of War ; these 


than 600 men ; and 


The enemy have lost so leg 
their leader undeceived « 


the no se of war s these precious blessingrare-ekeletoo; the paltry reinforcement oA 1000 men, 
the result of the great project of * he capture of , ate ', y broo «ht from Spain by Cupini, is not suf 
Guayana, which ensures torever the liberty cfall fici ..J Uo ,he sole port of Pempater in the 

immortal Margaritta. Carsquenians t -corn the 
power of the Spaniards ; while we are ouilrd 
they must be conquered. 

Stead Quarters , Guavana, July 1,1817 7. 

SIMON DE ISOLiVAR 


Ihe other provinces. 

In the province of Caraccas the Independents 
arc nrogre^sing, being already as far as the town 
of Orii ucn. Gon Zara za at the head of 2000 men 
•"'C; *!** C »l>ruta. and extend the movements of 
l.i« army as far as El Uastro on the one side, and 
on the other San 8 ebustiao. 

Extracts <f letters fmm the 21 st to the 29th 

September. 

General Z iraza, with 2000 horses, is on the 
other side of the U ay to Orituco. General Ber¬ 
mudez, with 2000 infantry^ 100 dragoons, and 


Extract of a letter from Margaritta, dated 

October 18. 

With respect to :he late political occurrences 
in this Island, 1 will only say. that it is scarcely 
poss ble to conceive the bravery which wai far 
the second time displayed in repelling the furious 
^ w _ __ _ invasion of gen. Moriilo. Our situation was re 

four field pieces, sets out to morrow -(^d) to in- ally very desperate, as we could not look for any 


his plan of destroying what the Master of thiui 
verse has created, embarked precipitately, lla> 
by preventing the poor remnant of his povald 
army from finding a grave in the illustriousii'tad 
of Margaritta which he has so often intesdadk 
rase, and which posterity will hail withtbeap 
pel'ation of modern Sparta. 

It is not improper to add. that the Sptoiartfa' 
have destroyed every tbiog within their reach; 
houses, p!an*a'.ions, trees, all were convened ta 
ashes; and even tho«e unfortunate inhaWtssto. 
who constantly fo! owed their banners, tndthott 
who went over to them during the invasion, hit's 
been victims of their ferocity. 


corporate his forces with those of the former, and 
occupy Calabeso and San Carlos where they 
must be joined by Gen. Paes, wiib 2000 horses. 
Gen. Monagas is ordered to take possession of 
Barcelnoa with his brigade and 300 infantry. 
The main body of the array. commanded by the 
general in chief. Simon dr Bolivar, is preparing 
10 march immediately; the squadron and 2000 
a arriors will be left to protect this province. By 


spsistanca from our brethren on the Main, who 
were themselves surrounded by dangers of every 

description. . 

Under such circumstances, only the inimitable 
heroism of the people could have undartaken to 
withstand tha colossal forces of the enemy—enly 
a people of heroes could have beheld with disdain 
en infinite number of barriers opposing their de¬ 
sign, ota brave resistance. ' 

By one of the assay contingencies, which fre¬ 


nest December, the tri coloured Hag will be seen qudqtly occur in war, the coaamander of 8 t Joan 
waving triumphantly io Caraccas, aod every i»*ii(lfaia was unsbleto prevent Morillo from land- 
single spot occupied by the Royalists shall be ipgon the shores of the Berates with 3,500 men, 
* "- of ihe choicest troops of the line. Notwithstand¬ 

ing some advantages obtained .by him. we were 
forced to cons to an ongegemonS, which was bold 
and bloody, and after four hours of a well direct¬ 
ed And uninterrupted fire, wo bad tho ploasure of 
seeing the enemy give way in all directions, with 
the loss of 4 QQ. giens, our loss'will not exceed 7 
killed and 27 wounded 


liberated by the liberating Army. 

Copy of the Proclamation of Gen. "Bolivar . 


Simoo de Bolivar general in chief of the army, 
detained to liberate Veneauela. 

7e the inhabitants of the Valle del Toy : 

Oaraqucriaus 1 The precious moment has ar¬ 
rive d, whieh was decreed by Heaven for the to¬ 
tal exv>ulsicn of the 9 ;»«n»>h government in Ve'- 
aezuvla. All those who formerly devoured (tie 
bosom of their country, have beeo converted into 
ffit&llful defenders of toe adorable mother. - The 


Gen Morillo having' edlloctifi fresh ferces. ad¬ 
vanced now to Pegapater, and though this fort 
could not chock his audacity, for want of i/ilitary 
trains, ho received eoasidorablo damage tron d»^ 

Rgeut oorpe of infantry and c#v«Jry, which had 
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Gen. BOLlVAB.a CHARACTERISTIC 9KETCH 
Extract of a letter from it Pari* paper of June 20lli. 

Tile bupremc Chief oftlie jtcpuhl'C ot Veneziw- 
la, Simon Bolivar, was bora at Caraccas. and can- 
not, by any means, be considered an adventurer.— 

An indefatigable promoter of die liberties of his 
country for 15 years past—lie tidies, at present, the 
attitude of another Washington Descended from 
a nuble family, he enjoys a patrimony o! 
francks (about 4O,UU0 dollars) annual income; part 
of this estate is now expended upon the sticces, uf 
I an entcrprize, the first idea of which entered his 
mind, amid the pleasures of Paris, where he had 
came for completion uf his cducation- 
For twelve or thirteen veal’s, he was well known 
in the highest circles of this city. On his arrival, 
lie was twenty-two years of age lie had the 
Spanish figure; a very agreeable expression; black 
eyes; lively and ardent; regular features, lie was 
about middle size; expressed himself with great fa. 
cilitv: his imagination was brilliant; his character 
determined, ami in nothing has lie fallen below his 
first education lie speaks French as well as an 
Englishman or Spaniard in general can speak that 
language. Me is active; emulous of gaining in¬ 
struction, and may be s:cd to be on a level with the 
science uf his age. He attended all the public 

courses, and initiated himself into all the modern 
discoveries. He was the intimate friend of tlic il¬ 
lustrious ilumbodl and Uunplaud, with whom he' 
travelled a considerable time. To enlarge the 
sphere of his knowledge, he travelled over England, 

France, ltu!v, Switzciland, and a part of Germany 
He thus formed bis character, and assumed 
bis rank amongst bis species; was placed under the 
auspicies; of Gen. Miranda, who placed that sword 
in bis band which he has since managed so well. 

The taste and habits of his early youth seemed to < 
have designed him for a very difierent career. 

LONDON FASHIONS FOR JULY. 

Walking Dnnss.—A jaconet muslin round dress 
with a chemisette body, and long sleeves made rather- 
| full, and finished at the bottom with a fullness of 
muslin in front of the wrist; the fullness confined 
across by narrow bands, which button in the middle 
the bottom of tlie skirt richly embroidered,and the 
embroidery surmounted by a full trimming of mus- 
i litt. The spencer worn with this dress is compo¬ 
sed of primrose-coloured figured poplin; the spen¬ 
cer turns over in the pelerine style; it just meets at 
the buttom of the waist, anil partially displays the 
front of the under-dress. 

Evening Dbess. —A while satin slip, over which 
is a round dress composed of white gauze with 
small pink spots: the bottom of the skirt is finished 
by a band of white, terminated by a full Bounce of 
blond lace; over this is a trimming surmounted by 
a lace flounce. 

Pxnisisx Walking Dnsss. Cambric muslin gown 
ornamented round the border with fine lace sutv 
mounted with five broad tucks, and a richly em¬ 
broidered flounce edged with lace. Corsage a-la~ 

Suvigne, with a dark green embroidered belt. Long 
puckered sleeves; Triple Spanish ruff of lace, with 
pointed edges. Yellow gauze bonnet, ornamented 
with a full bouquet of lilacs. Dove colored parasol 
white fringe. Dark green kid slippers and gloves. 

Excttsa ScarsiKU Walking Dukss,—R ound dress' 
of fine India muslin aver blush-coloured silk, finish¬ 
ed by a broad puckered ornament at the border to 
correspond. Canezou spencer of blush satin and 
fine lace. Bonnet ofthe same with a full bouquet of 
roses, myrtle blossoms, of other small flpwew; 
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GEN. SIMON BOLIVAR. 

The following biographical skelch ef 
(he brave and pntriotick Bolivar; to aka 
his country is indebted for the inestimable 
privileges of civil liberty, and all lit 
blessings that follow in their train, iVpe- l 
culiarly appropriate at this moment, ilea I 
the brilliant achievements of his arms, am/ 
the lustre that adorns his name, is, si it 
ought to be, the theme of admirationrrith 
all our countrymen who are cipiblt'a! 
reflection ; a name that needs to litis 
render it conspicuous. 

The celebrated defender of Soil'll 
American independence was boro at Cat- 
accas, in 1785, anti is of a- noble anil, ei- 
tremely rich family. He.was sent at an 
early period to Spain, to be educated, and 
when he had completed his studies, be 
wont to Paris, where he was much notic¬ 
ed for his talents. At Paris he.was a con¬ 
stant attendant on all the publick lecture!. 
He contracted an intimacy with Hombnldt 
and Boupland, travelled with them for 
some time, and successively visited Eng¬ 
land, Italy, Switzerland and a large part 
of Germany, to make himself acquainted 
with their customs and the character of 
man. Returning to Venezuela, he was 
appointed a colonel in the service of (he 
newly established republick, andwassenl j 
to London on an important mission, tits 
expense of which he himself defrayed.— 
When Bolivar came back, Miranda gave 
him the command at Puerto Cabellojlml 
the Spanish prisoners having risen and 
seized the port, Bolivar was obliged to 
evacuate the town and proceed by seals 
Coraccas. 

After Miranda had capitulated wilh 
Monteverde, and resistance seemed to‘be 
at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar retired 
1 to Curracoa, where he formed a connexion 
with Brion, by which he procured a mar- 
atime co-operation. He then offered his 
services to the Congress of New Granada, 
and they were accepted. Finding that the 
Venezuelans were disposed once more to 
.throw off the Spanish yoke, he obtained 
from the Congress a body of six hundred 
men, with which, in 1813, he penetrate! 
across the Andes into Venezuela, anu a ‘ 
ter several sanguinary notions, succeede 
in wresting from the enemy the whole o 
the province, excepting the port 3 °' jl !. 
Guira and Porto Cabello, in the latter o 
which Monteverde defended himself W1 1 
the most obstinate determination. R ' vaS 
in this campaign that live garni o mucrU^ 
or exterminatory war began, in con« c 
quence of the Spaniards having pot 
death some of their prisoners. 

The Spaniel) dominion would now hat 
been annihilated, had not Moutever 
contrived to arm the slaves, and thus 
spread insurrection over the whole exten 
of the country. Boves Puy, Palomoan 
and others were at the head of these au ^ 
iliarics to the Spaniards. The whole coa 1 } 
try was ravaged with tire and sword- 0 . 
ivar, who had been declared dictator ° 
Venezuela, now inarched against t e 
new enemies, overthrew them in some®® 
counters, and would probably have e 
troyed them had he not divided his otto, t 
and suffered himself to be surprise / 
Boves, who defeated him in a decjsi 
engagement. The consequence was, 
trust and disunion among the repub m 1 
and the complete triumph of the roya - » 
who showed no mercy to their antag° ni 
Bolivar again returned to New Grana t 
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jni l served two year* under Jhe Tjanners 
!!f the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Mor- 
... reached the South American coast, 
oil5 Bolivar threw himself into Cartha- 
18 ' which he defended for a long time, 
r g»istance became hopeless. He then 
l ' le (jig way with part of his army thro’ 
(he besiegres, and retired to St. Domingo. 

I" thacena surrendered to the Spaniards 
815, and by June 1816, Morillo, had 
educed not only the Caraccas, but also 
SewJGranada, the capital of the latter 

rovioco having fallen into his hands. 

P rphe snirit of resistance, however, was 

Jd'XH. Ari^enJi dr... Ibc 

Spaniards from the island of Margarita, 
Zl Bolivar arrived there with h,s torces, 
which he.had recruited at Aux Cayes, was 

soon ;rfhe^t:fca^3N:w 

Granada, Bolivar and Brion ascended the 
S inoco and made themselves masters of 
Angostura, the capital of span.sh Guyana. 
There Bolivar increased lus strength by 
means of volunteers from. Europe, and 
nrepared to commence another struggle 
with Morillo. In 1817 he ascended the 
river Apa re arul penetrated into Caraccas, 
as far as Caloboso. But after several hard 
fought battles he was worsted in a contest 
DcarOrtm, and compelled to return to. 
Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Bolivar 
changed his plan, and resolved to begin, 
by the conquest of New Granada, an oper¬ 
ation which was likely to succeed, as the 
enemy did not expect to be attacked in 
that quarter. Accordingly, embarking 
the whole of his forces, he ascended the 
Orinoco and the hleta by a difficu! tand 
dangerous navigation. He thus peneti at- 
ed UHo New Granada, and made himself 
master ol Santa Fe, the capital, in August, 
1819. The Mow iva« decisive. He was 
joined by numbers, and had the resources 
of an extensive country at his command. 
Morillo in vain endeavoured to stop his 
progress. The country under his author¬ 
ity was gradually wrested from him by 
successive defeats anil defections ; and to¬ 


wards the close of 1820, he concluded an 
armistice with Bolivar, in order to afford 
time to negociate a treaty between the 
South Americans arid the government of 
Spam. The armistice still subsists, nnd 
it is probable that the independence of 
New Granada and Venezuela will event- 
unity be acknowledged. Thus, after a 
struggle of eleven years, the valor and 
perseverance of Bolivar will be crowned 
with success, and he will indisputably 
have a claim to the title which was long 
ago given to him of “ The Liberator of 
his country,”—JV H. Patriot. 
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GENERAL BOLIVAR, the WASHINGTON 
OF SOUTH AMERICA. 

Caracas, April 20. 

Third renunciation of the Presidentship of Co¬ 
lombia made by the Liberator. 

To his Excellency the President of the Senate. 

Excellent Sir. —The pence of Peru, 
which our arms have affected, by the mo9t 
glorious victory of the new world, has ter¬ 
minated the war on the American Conti¬ 
nent. Thus Colombia has no longer an en¬ 
emy in her own territories, or in those of 
her neighbours. 1 have therefore fulfilled 
my mission, consequently it is time to real¬ 
ize the promise 1 Jiave so often made to 
my country, of retiring from publick life 
when an enemy was no longer to be found 
in America. 

All the world observes and confesses 
that rny continuance in Colombia is no 
longer necessary, and no one is more sen¬ 
sible of this fact than myself. I must even 
! add that I deem my glory at its height!), 
on beholding rny country free, consolidat¬ 
ed, and tranquil ere 1 withdraw from its 
glorious shores. My absence in Peru has 
manifested the truth of this fact, and I flat¬ 
ter myself that in future, the liberty and 
glory of Colombia will still fur ther in¬ 
crease, The legislative body, the vice- 
president, the army, and the nation, have 
demonstrated in the very outset of their 
career, that they are worthy of liberty, 
and fully capable of sustaining it against 
every opposilion. Let me honestly con¬ 
fess to Your Excellency, that f wish that 
both Europe and America should be satis¬ 
fied ot my abhorrence of supreme power, 
under whatever aspect or name it may be 
conferred on me. My feelings are wound¬ 
ed by the atrocious calumnies lavished on 
me, at once by the liberals of America, 
and the serviles of Europe. Day and night 
I am disquieted by the impressions that 
my enemies entertain, of my services in 
favour of liberty being prompted by am¬ 
bition. In short I venture (o state to Your 
Excellency with unusual frankness, which 
I hope will be excused, that I think the 
glory of Colombia will suffer by my con¬ 
tinuance-in her territories; inasmuch as it 
will always be imagined that she is threat¬ 
ened by a tyrant; and the outrage thus 
offered tome will in some sort tarnish the 
lustre of her virtues, since f form a part, 
although, the least of the Republick. 

I beg Your Excellency will be pleased 
to submit to the consideration of the Sen¬ 
ate, my renunciation of the Presidency of 
Colombia. Its admission will be an am¬ 
ple recompense for my services in both 
republicks. 

Your Excellency will please to accept 

thft afiCIlrflnr.A nf mv rVtclinn*nIahnr1 rnn^it!- 

erxtinn SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Lima , December 22 , 1824 . 
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Gratitude of a Republic. 
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Gratitude of a iTeoublie. -The Oon- 
; f‘ e ” 01 Colombian Itepublic, at 
uieir late session, decreed a pensien to 
general Bolivar, of thirty thousand dol¬ 
lars annually, during his life. The pre¬ 
amble of the decree states, that 

“ At the time when the Liberator, 
Simon Bolivar, commenced theimmor- 
la. work of liberating his country and 
founding the Kepublic of Colombia, he 
was young and rich, and now that he 
has the glory of having completed this : 


Heroic undertaking, he finds himself', uf. 
ter having consumed the most flourish¬ 
es years of bistite, hereh of the patri 
mony which he inherited from his an¬ 
cestors, in consequence of having con¬ 
secrated his life and fortune to the sac¬ 
red cause oI liber ly and independence ; 
that it is the duly of the Republic to 
provide a suitable anil decent mainten¬ 
ance tor one who has'given it heme, 
and from whom it reasonably evpocls 
to be exalted to that height of great¬ 
ness and perfection to which its desti- j 
mes call it; ancWlml they do, lliere/ore, 
decree,” &c. 


i^Ew York JCov. 23 . 

Desperate Villain. 

We understand a black fellow was 
taken up on suspicion at Brooklyn, on 
Saturday morning last, with aback load 
of live turkeys. He could nof. or rath, 
er would not, give any account, where 
or how he came- possessed of them, and 
was accordingly put j n the custody of 
an officer, for committal to the county 
jatf On the way, (lie prisoner desired 
to stop a moment at the way side, and 
immediately drew from his irowsers, 
a pocket pistol, presented it t® tl,<* 
breast of the officer, and snapped it • 
t.wtunatefy it missed fire. The invin¬ 
cible officer at once felled him fo il, e 
ground, took it from him, and found in 
Ins possession a flask of ponder and a 
quantity of' leaden balls. On examina¬ 
tion, the pistol was found to contain 3 
bullets and a proper quantity of pow- 
uer ; he was, however, safely conduc- 
tecJ to prison, and now remain 0 chained 
securely to the floor to await his trial 
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! lowing’ are the members from the frej* districts oi 
I Venezuela: , 


Cara cc as. 

Dr. ,7- German Koscio 
Ds\ L. T. Peraza 
Joseph K span a 
Onefre Basalo 
F. A Zea 

Ilarcehna. 

Col. P. Pare jo 
Cot. P. K. Hmtado 
1). B- Urbanja 
It Cl. Cadiz 
1) A. Alcala 

Citnnina. 

Gen. Santiago Marino 
Gen. l'homas MonUlla 
Dr Juan .Martinez 
Col Dieiro Vulemlla 


Vatinas. 

I)r. It. Tg, Mendez 
Cot. M. Guerro 
Gen. Itefael Urdanela 
Dr. A. M Brizeno 
Gnaymia. 
Eusebio Asunador 
.!. X’ Cardoso 
Commissary F. I’enlaver 
Gen. P. Leon Torres 
•Margarita. 
Gasper Marcano 
Dr. Manuel Palacio 
Domingo Alzuru 
Jose de J, Guevara. 


INSTALLATION of the YENEE DELIAS’ 
CONGRESS. 

Translation of the official CVrcufar of the Congress nj 
Venezuela. 

Act of the Instalation of the National Congress of 
Venezuela, in the city of St. Thomas of Angostu¬ 
ra, the 15th day of February, A. D. 1819—the 9th 
of the independence of Venezuela. 

At half past ten in the morning the deputies, in 
consequence of a previous citation by the supreme 
chief, Simon Bolivar, assembled in the palace of 
the government, tor the installation of the sovereign 
national congress, which was convoked bv the su¬ 
preme chief) on the 22d October, 1818. 'The fob 


At eleven o’clock three guns announced the ap¬ 
proach of the supreme chief, accompanied by his 
general stall*, the governor of the place, the com¬ 
mandant general of the province and the principal 
officers of the army then in the capital. The de¬ 
puties received the supreme chief at the entrance 
of the palace, and he was conducted to the presi¬ 
dential chair. The concourse of citizens and stran¬ 
gers was immense—the session was opened by the 
supreme chief in a discourse of some length, the 
leading objects of which were to draw their atten¬ 
tion to the basis of a constitutional project, which 
he presented to congress, as the best adapted to 
the situation of the country: he touched generally 
on his own administration and the difficult circum¬ 
stances in which it had devolved on him, adding 
that the secretaries of the several departments 
would furnish the necessary documents, and details, 
necessary to obtain a circumstantial view of the ac¬ 
tual situation of the republic. He recommended to 
congress the cofirmation of the freedom of the 
slavt-s without any restriction which had been be¬ 
fore proclaimed; the establishment of an order of 
libt'vtudores; and that of the confirmation of a pro¬ 
ject for appropriating certain public lands as a just 
reward to the defenders of the country for their 
public services; he recommended particularly to 
congress, to direct their attention to the funding 
of the public debt, and the provision of means for 
its speedy and exact extinction, being in accord 
with national gratitude, honor, justice, and interest. 

The supreme chief having concluded his dis¬ 
course, pronounced “ the Congress of Venezuela is 
“ now installed—the national sovereignly resides in 
“ it from this moment—my sword and those of my 

brave companions in arms, arc ready to sustain^ 
** its august authority—long live the Congress of 
“ Venezuela \ i} 

This exclamation was repeated with the loudest 
acclamations of the people, ami accompanied by a 
salvo of artillery. 

The supreme chief then invited congress to pro¬ 
ceed to the election of a president, ad interim, in 
order that he might resign into the hands of the 
congress the authority with which he had been in¬ 
vested. 

The assembly proceeded to an election viva voce, 
and the deputy F A. Zen, was elected president. 
The supreme chief then administered to the presi¬ 
dent the oath upon the holy evangelists, and to 
each of the deputies hi succession. 

This ceremony being concluded, the president 
took his seat in the presidential chair, and the 
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premc chief addressed the military corps as follows: 

“ Generals, chiefs and officers—my companions 
in arms—we are now simple citizens, until the sove¬ 
reign congress shall be plea-ed to employ us in 
those grades and stations which their wisdom shall 
deem tit; confident in the congeniality of your feel¬ 
ings, 1 shall give to the sovereign congress the un¬ 
doubted proof of our devotion, by surrendering in¬ 
to its hands the authority which I have hitherto 
exercised in behalf of our country.” 

He then approached the president of congress, 
and presenting to him his baton of office, spoke thus: 

“ 1 restore to the public authority that baton of 
authority with which my country lias entrusted to 
me: to serve the republic in any station, grade or 
service, in which tiie congress may think proper to 
employ me, will always be considered as my duty 
and honor to accept, and to fulfil to the best of my 
faculties, and my example shall be the proof to 
others of my sense of Hie duty which every soldier 
and citizen owes to the republic ” 

The president Zea, rose and addressing congress,' 
spoke a> follows: 

“ It appears that the confirmation of all the ap¬ 
pointments of every grade and employment, made 
under the authority of Simon Bolivar, does not call 
for any discussion; notwithstanding, I consider it 
proper that congress should express itself on this 
point; 1 therefore oiler the following proposition. 

“ 1b it the pleasure of congress that the appoint¬ 
ment, made in the public service during the autho¬ 
rity of Simon Bolivar shall be confirmed?” 

The congress answered by an unanimous affirma¬ 
tive; and then the president added: 

“The sovereign congress of the republic con 
firms in the person of captain general Simon Boli¬ 
var, all the grades and appointment made or con¬ 
ferred by him during his public administration; and 
returned to him the Baton. He then invited him to 
a seat on his right hand, after a few moments si¬ 
lence, the president, Zea, rose and addressed con¬ 
gress as follows. 

Fellow citizens , 

All nations and empires were small and feeble in 
their infancy, like man to whom they owe their in¬ 
stitutions. Those great cities which still continue 
to astonish the imagination, Memphis, Palmyra, 
Thebes, Alexandria, Tyre, the capital of Belus and 
Semiramis, and you superb Home, caput orbis; you 
were in your commencement but an bumble and j 
wretched village; it was not in the capitol, nor in j 
the palace of Agrippa or Trajan, but in an obscure | 
and lowly but, under a smoky thatched roof, and 
in a rustic garb that Romulus sketched the first ! 
draft of the capital of the world, and prepared the 
foundations of a stupendous empire. Nothing in 
the origin of Home was brilliant but his genius, no 
thing was great but himself It is not bj r the pomp 
or parade, nor by the magnificence of our installa¬ 
tion on this day, but by the inexhaustible resources 
presented to us by nature, and by the wisdom and 
efficacy of those great plans which you shall form 
and put into activity, to promote the public prospe¬ 
rity, that the greatness and future felicity of our 
republic must depend. The simplicity of the in¬ 
stallation itself and the splendor of the great act of 
patriotism of which gen. Bolivar has given so me¬ 
morable and illustrious an example has given to this 
solemnity a most impressive character that rivals tiie 
virtuous days of antiquity, and which already gives 
a presage of the future happy destinies of our 
country. Neither Home nor Athens, nor Sparta 
tself, in the most celebrated days of their prosperity ! 


and public virtue, gave a more sublime nor interest¬ 
ing example. The mind is exalted on the contem¬ 
plation of that of which we are now the spectators 
—centuries disappear, and we almost feel ourselves 
contemporaries with Aristides, Fhocion. Cainillus, 
and Rpaminoudas:—the same philanthvophy and the 
same enlarged principles, which reunite the repub¬ 
lican chiefs ot antiquity with the benevolent empe¬ 
rors Vespasian, Titus, Trajan, M. Aurelius, who 
were worthy to be ranked with the patriots of high¬ 
er antiquity, place to-day in the same rank of fame 
the late unassuming chief of our own republic; and 
with them he will partake of the renown of history 
and the benediction of posterity. 

It is noi now the moment in which the sublime 
act of patriotic virtue, of which we have been more 
truly admirers than witnesses, can be duly appreci¬ 
ated: when our institutions shall have received the 
solemn sanction of time and experience, with all the 
feebleness and inexperience of our national age 
shall give way to time and wisdom, when passions, 
interests and vanities shall have disappeared, and 
great deeds and great men, shall alone remain in 
the eyes of a free people—then justice will be done 
to tiie noble acts of this day, and the name of Boli¬ 
var shall be pronounced with veneration in Veue- 
jzucla and acknowledged by all the world. 

I will pass over in silence what he lias done for 
our liberties—eight years of affections and dangers, 
the sacrifice of fortune and repose; agitations and 
calamities almost incredible, ifwe had not witnessed 
and felt them; efforts of which it is difficult to find 
examples in history; the most unshaken constancy 
under reverses; the immoveable firmness; the glory 
of never despairing of the cause of the republic: 
even after all appeared to be subjected but himself 
alone-—and even then without any other resources 
but his own mind—I pass over in silence so many 
titles which he has to immortality only to incite the 
attention on what we now have seen, and must ever 
admire. Had gen. Bolivar relinquished hisauthori- 
| ty, when nothing surrounded him but dangers and 
i misfortunes, when he drew upon his head insult and 
calumnies, and when he seemed to hold only a mere 
nominal or vain title, nothing could indeed have ap¬ 
peared in such conduct worthy of praise—but what 
all would consent to consider an act of prudence; 
but to abdicate at this moment, when power has 
begun to hold forth attractions to the eyes of ambi¬ 
tion; and when every thing presages an approach¬ 
ing accomplishment o all our wishes; and proceed¬ 
ing thus from his own spontaneous will, and from a 
pure devotion to the liberty of his couiuty, is an act 
so heroic and virtuous, th.u we are lost in the effort 
to discover any model to which it cun be referred, 
and I despair of ever seeing any imitators. But O! 
shall we suffer general Bolivar thus to elevate-him¬ 
self by his magnanimity so much above us, to such a 
height as shall leave his fellow citizens no mode of 
competition with him in noble and patriotic feelings, 
without reinvesting him with that same authority 
which he had exercised so nobly, and of which he 
nas this day voluntarily divested himself, in order to 
preserve liberty inviolable, wliena different conduct 
would have placed liberty in danger. 

Gen. Bolivar rose and loudly exclaimed—No! no! 
never—never shall 1 accept an authority which I 
have renounced for ever—-with all my soul, and by 
the impulse of my feelings.—He continued to point 
out the danger to which liberty was exposed when 
the supreme authority remained for too long a period 
in the same hands; that he deemed it prudent to 
take this step lest others of more ambitious views 
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should come hereafter; a:; well as to place a check 
upon his own passion?, because he was apprehen¬ 
sive of not always having the means of duly delibe¬ 
rating, or thinking in the same way; he concluded 
by protesting in the strongest and most decided 
manner, that on no occasion nor on any considera¬ 
tion, lie would consent to hold an authority which 
he had so sincerely and deliberately renoncced, in 
order to ensure to his country the blessings of lib¬ 
erty. He then asked permission to retire, and the 
president nuii«» d a deputation of ten members to ac¬ 
company him, and lie retired with them 

The congress then proceeded to the nomination 
of a president of the republic, ad interim, and some 
difficulties occurring in the choice, it was resolved 
that gen. Bolivar should exercise this power for 124 
hours, or for 48 provisionally; and a deputation of 
which gen Marino was the chairman, proceeded to 
make known these resolutions of congress, lien. 
Bolivar received them and said, that only in consi¬ 
ders ion of the urgency lie would consent to the 
wishes of congress, under the explicit consideration 
that the exercise of the aulhorit) should not be pro¬ 
longed beyond the term expressed. 

Congress resolved that on the next day at half 
past lime, with the concurrence of the exccnli\e 
power, general stall*, chiefs, and public officers they 
would proceed to the cathedral, to oiler thanks to 
the Creator for the blessings which the country 
was promised by the happy progress made in re 
storing and securing* the destiny of the republic, 
and the approaching establishment of a constitu¬ 
tional government, calculated to secure freedom 
and to lead the public in her high destinies. 

The president then declared the installation ot 
the congress to be completed, and the journal of 
the proceedings were then prepared and signed by 
the supreme chief (The names as above ) A co¬ 
py of the proceedings were then prepared and 
presented In the executive for publication and on 
the following day publication was made and ordered 
to be communicated to theprovinecs and the muni¬ 
cipalities of the republic: 

And congress adjourned. 
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horses and upwards of the same number of 
infantry, had been completely foiled in the 
field of Ilogaza—100 of the insurgent cav¬ 
alry perished, wilhllie loss of two pieces 
of artillery, all their ammunition, muskets, 
&c. , 

A letter from Gen. Carlos Soublettn, to 
a friend in Curraca, dated St. Thomas, 
(Augustura)Nuv. 8,1817— says “ we have 
lately made ourselves masters of the prov¬ 
ince of Guyana, of the navigation of the 
Oronoko, of a gTcat part of the provinces 
of Cumana, Barcelona, Caracas, Darinas 
and Cassauare. We command all the 
pluins. We are masters of all the horses 
and rattle; and have sufficient forces, both 
infanlfry and cavalry, to pacify all the rest 
of tho provinces before the end of the 
year.” 

A letter from St. Thomas, dated 9th Dec. 
1317, announces the election of Simon Bol¬ 
ivar, as first magistrate of Augustura, where 
a supreme council of the nation hud been 
formed. 

An expedition of 51 small vessels with 
1800 troops were'to sail on the Ulh No¬ 
vember against San Fernando. Zaraza is 
harassing the enemy somewhere about the 
Villa de Cura, and intercepting all their 
convoys from Calabazo. 

.Modagos was closely besieging Barcelo¬ 
na. 

Manana Montilla arrived here three days 
ago, from North Amelia: he brings very 
important gazettes, from which it appears 
■that the government of the United States 
has dispatched a frigate, with a deputation 
compnsed of Usn. Fiscal, a military chief, 
and two other personages, destined to tile 
Independent government of South Ameri¬ 
ca, in order to treat on the terms on which 
the United States are now .about to ac¬ 
knowledge their independence. In conse¬ 
quence of this Ilociu and JRevengin had 
set out for .Washington. 

Jos. Francisco Bermudos, Sovernourol 
the province of Cumana, in a proclamation 
to the inhabitants of Cumana of the 1st 
November,tells them, the forces under His 
command, together with tile elements at 
his disposal, are. more than sufficient to 
drive to the seas or bathe in their blood the 
Spaniards who have laid waste their coun¬ 
try. 


fittest from the Spanish Maine. 

IJy the arrival yesterday morning of the 
schooner Major Croghan, captain Wooten 
in S7 days from Curracoa, we have receiv¬ 
ed a - file of papers from that place to the 
L 2l)th December, They contain sortn? in-, 
^.creating particulars of the operation of the. 
war in South America. 1 

The Curracoa Courant of Nov. -20th. 
slates that 8 ships, a brig, and a felucca, 
with tile French Hag passed on the smith 
side of tile island. One of them appeared 
*o be a two decker. 

Defeat of the Jirmp tf Xarnra. 

All official despatch from Lina Xenardo 
de Rogues, dated Calabozo, 4(h Dee 1317, 
Mates t!.,.t tile insurgent army, wiLh 1000 
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“We have seen, with the greatest surprise, th 
decree of general Morales, of the 15th of Septen* 
ber last, published at Maracaibo, in which he cod, 
demns us to death, or to work on the public road: 
and a confiscation of property! Can he, or any on 
else, for a moment, presume that we,who have bee 
found, in times of distress, in days of uncertainty ,cl 
horror and calamity, taking an interest in the ematv] 
cipation of these beautiful regions, can he, we re 
peat, presume that now, when the glorious strugg! 
is drawing to a close, we can be intimidated by th 
ostentatious and insignificant threats of a villain, of 
blood-thirsty impostor, who is puffed up with prid 
in consequence of a casual success? No! we are] 
identified with the causes of Colombia, and declar; 
to your excellency and the whole world our unalter 
able resolution to acorapany her in prosperity andti 
follow her in adversity. 

“The proclamation, if it deserve the name, of the 
Spanish chief, should excite the attention of every 
liberal government; and whilst we would resist with 
valor, and behold, with a serene contenance, his 
impotent attempts, we would at the same time sub 
mit his proclamation to the judgment of every civi. 
lized society. The career of this chief has been for 
a length of time distinguished for the most delibe- 
rate acts of cruelty, and for atrocities at which hu. 
man nature shudders. 

‘‘Great Britain, the United States, and other 
powers, have declared the commerce with this 
country legal: and they are obliged to protect it on 
every principle of justice, sound policy, and nation, 
al honor. We are convinced that none of those na¬ 
tions will recognize the paper blockade, nor the 
principles, proper only to barbarous nations, which 
the Spanish chief attempts to introduce as one of 
the common laws of nations. They well know how 
to respect the laws of this powerful republic, at the 
head of which you are placed. 

“We flatter ourselves, your excellency, that Hie 
time is not far distant when tranquility will be 
restored to this extensive country, and ^ when the 
only strife of Colmobians will be, who shall esce! 
in contributing to the felicity and prosperity of the 
republic.” 

The editor of the Caracas Iris adds the folio win? 
remarks to the above address: 


Proclamation of Morales. 

We have already published the protest of captain 
Spence, of the United States navy, against the 
sanguinary doctrines laid down by the royal ge¬ 
neral Morales; and now give the address of ninety, 
five foreigners, dated at Bagota, Nov. 22, 1822, 
to the president of the republic of Colombia. 

TO SIMOX BOLIVAR PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA. 

“Excellent sir —We, the undersigned foreigners, 
Colombians by adoption, and residents in this city, j 
approach your excellency with the most profound 
respect, to express to you our unalterable determi- i 
nation to espouse the just cause of Colombia. I 
“During our long residence in this country, we 
have had frequent opportunities of knowing the 
means and resources at the disposal of the govern¬ 
ment; and we are well convinced, that, if they have 
failed to supply the objects for which they were 
designed, it should be attributed to circumstances 
inseparable to a growing state, and which human 
power could neither forsee nor remedy. We, there¬ 
fore, solemnly declare our firm confidence in the 
good faith and honor of the government, and are 
ready to sacrifice our lives and property for its 
maintenance. 


“Behold Spaniards, the effects of ycur barbarity 
and cruelty. Continue in your criminal course.— 
Colombia has not yet attained the high station to 
which your iniquities will necessarily elevate ber. 
The greater tyrants you are, the more united and 
active will we be: the more enemies you create, the 
firmer will we be linked together. Despise the lair 
of nations, and then cordiality and universal interest 
will anticipate you in crowning our works with suc¬ 
cess, and in confounding you in the abyss of de* 
struction and universal execration.” 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



SIMON BOLIVAR. 

The Museum of Foreign Literature, Science, and Art (1822-1842); Dec 1, 1824; 5, 30; ProQuest 
pg. 537 


[Selected for the Jfuscum from a late English JJ r oi*A\] 

SIMON 1101*1 VAR* 

This celebrated defender of South American independence was 
born at Caraccas, in 1785, and is of a noble and extremely rich 
family. He was sent at an early period to Spain to be educated, 
and when he had completed his studies, be went to Paris, where 
he was much noticed for his talent and learning, in all the best so¬ 
cieties of the capital. At Paris he was a constant attendant on all 
the public lectures. He contracted an intimacy with Humboldt 
and Bonpland, travelled with them for some time, and successively 
visited England, Italy, Switzerland, and a large part of Germany, 
to make himself acquainted with their customs, and the character 
of man, Returning to Venezuela, he was appointed a colonel in 
the service ol the newly established republic, and was sent to Lon¬ 
don on an important mission, the expense of which he himself de¬ 
frayed. When Bolivar came back, Miranda gave him the com¬ 
mand at Puerto Cabello, but the Spanish prisoners having risen 
and seized the fort, Bolivar was obliged to evacuate the town, and 
proceed by sea to Caraccas. 

After Miranda had capitulated with Monteverde, and resistance 
seemed to be at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar retired to Cura§oa, 
where he formed a connexion with Brion, by which he procured 
maritime co-operation. He then offered his services to the Con¬ 
gress of New Granada, and they were accepted. Finding that the 
Venezuelans were disposed once more to throw off the Spanish 
yoke, he obtained from the Congress a body of six hundred men, 
with which, in 1813, he penetrated across the Andes into Vene¬ 
zuela, and after several sanguinary actions, succeeded in wresting 
from the enemy the whole of that province, excepting the ports of 
La Guyra and Porto Cabello, in the latter of which Monteverde 
defended himself with the most obstinate determination. It was 
in this campaign that the guerra a muerte, or exterminatory war 
began, in consequence of the Spaniards having put to death some 
of their prisoners. The Spanish domination would now have been 
annihilated, had not Monteverde contrived to arm the slaves, and 
thus to spread insurrection over the whole extent of the country. 
Boves, Puy, Palomo, and others were at the head of these auxilia¬ 
ries to the Spaniards. The whole country was ravaged with fire 
and sword. Bolivar, who had been declared dictator of Venezuela, 
now marched against these new enemies, overthrew them in some 
encounters, and would probably have destroyed them had he not 
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divided his army, and suffered himself to be surprised by Boves, 
who defeated him in a decisive engagement. The consequence 
was, distrust and disunion among the republicans, and the com¬ 
plete triumph of the royalists, who showed no mercy to their an¬ 
tagonists. • Bolivar again retired to New Granada, and served two 
years under the banners of the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Morillo, reached the South 
American coast, in 1S15, Bolivar threw himself into Carthagena, 
which he defended for a long time, till resistance became hopeless. 
He then made his way with part of his army through the besiegers, 
and retired to St. Domingo. Carthagena surrendered to the Spa¬ 
niards in December, 1S15, and by June, 1816, Morillo had re¬ 
duced not only the Caraccas, but also New Granada, the capital of 
the latter province having fallen into his hands. 

The spirit of resistance, however, was not destroyed. Aris- 
mendi drove the Spaniards from the island of Margarita, and Bo¬ 
livar arrived there with his forces, which he had recruited at Aux- 
cayes, and was soon joined by Brion. After some attempts on the 
coasts of Caraccas and New Granada, Bolivar and Brion ascended 
the Orinoco, and made themselves masters of Angostura, the capi¬ 
tal of Spanish Guyana. There Bolivar increased his strength by 
means of volunteers from Europe, and prepared to commence ano¬ 
ther struggle with Morillo. In 1817, he ascended the river Apure, 
and penetrated into Caraccas, as far as Calabozo, but after several 
hard fought battles, he was worsted in a contest near Ortin, and 
compelled to return to Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Bolivar changed his plan, and 
resolved to begin by the conquest of New Granada; an operation 
which was likely to succeed, as the enemy did not expect to be at¬ 
tacked in that quarter. Accordingly, embarking the whole of his 
forces, he ascended the Orinoco and the Mela, by a difficult and 
dangerous navigation. He thus penetrated into New Granada, and 
made himself master of Santa Fe, the capital, in August, 1819. 
This blow was decisive. He was joined by numbers, and had the 
resources of an extensive country at his command. Morillo in vain 
endeavoured to stop his progress. The country under his authority 
was gradually wrested from him by successive defeats and defec¬ 
tions, and towards the close of 1820, he concluded an armistice 
with Bolivar, in order to afford time to negotiate a treaty between 
the South Americans and the government of Spain. That armis¬ 
tice still subsists; and it is probable that the independence of New 
Granada and Venezuela will eventually be acknowledged. Thris, 
after a struggle of eleven years, the valour and perseverance of Bo¬ 
livar will be crowned with success, and he will indisputably have a 
claim to the title which was long ago given to him, of “ The Libe¬ 
rator of his Country,” 
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SKETCH OF THE POLITICAL CAREER OF SIMON BOLIVAR, 
President of the Republic of Colombia. 

Simon Bolivar, commander-in-chief of the Independent forces of 
Venezuela, and president of the Colombian republic, is descended from 
a family of distinction at Caracas, where he was born about the year 
1785. He was one of the few natives of the Spanish colonies who 
were formerly perntftted to visit Europe. After finishing his studies 
at Madrid, he went to France, and, during his stay at Paris, rendered 
himself an acceptable guest in its social circles by the amenity of his 
manners and his other personal recommendations; in the midst, how¬ 
ever, of all its distractions, his strong and ardent imagination anti¬ 
cipated the task which the future fortunes of his country might im- 
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pose upon him, and even in his twenty-third year, he contemplated 
the establishment of her independence. Whilst he was at Paris, 
Bolivar’s favourite and principal occupation was the study of those 
branches of science which belong to the formation of a warrior and 
statesman ; and he was anxious to form such connexions as might give 
a more perfect direction to his hopes and views. Humboldt and 
Bompland were his intimate friends, and accompanied him in his travels 
in France: nor did he think he had learned enough until he had tra¬ 
versed England, Italy, and a part of Germany. On his return to 
Madrid, he married the Marquis of Ulstariz’s daughter; and shortly 
afterwards, went back to America, where he arrived at the very moment 
when his fellow-countrymen, who were wearied with the oppressions 
of the Spanish government, had determined to unfurl the standard of 
independence. The talents, rank, and acquirements of Bolivar point¬ 
ed him out as the worthiest and best qualified among them to be plac¬ 
ed at the helm; but he disapproved of the system adopted by the 
Congress of Venezuela, and refused to join Don Lopez Mendez in his 
mission to England, which was connected with the interests of the new 
government. Bolivar even declined any direct connexion with it, 
though he continued a stanch friend to his country’s liberties. 

In March 1812, an earthquake devastated the whole province, and 
among other places, destroyed the city of Caracas, together with its 
magazines and munitions of war. Fresh troubles followed this ca¬ 
tastrophe, in which twenty thousand persons lost their lives; but its 
most disastrous result was, that it became a rallying point for the 
priesthood, and facilitated their endeavours to bring back a consider¬ 
able portion of their superstitious flocks to the ancient order of things. 
In their hands, the earthquake became a token of the Divine wrath, 
and, indeed, it was so manifest a token, as they alleged, of the indig¬ 
nation of Heaven, that the anniversary of the insurrection was the 
chosen day of its occurrence. The credulous mind was disconcerted 
and overwhelmed by these insidious representations; dissension en¬ 
feebled the Independents; and a succession of disasters overtook them 
on the approach of the Spanish general, Monteverde, who lost no time 
in attacking them whilst labouring under these disadvantages. Bolivar 
hastened to join Miranda, who had fought in the ranks of the 
French revolutionists under Dumourier, and had already unsheathed 
his sword in the cause of freedom. But Miranda’s efforts were un¬ 
successful, and he was obliged to retreat as far as Vittoria. Bolivar 
himself was unfortunate in his first attempts. He had obtained the 
governorship of Puerto Cabello, in conjunction with the rank of co¬ 
lonel ; but was compelled to evacuate this place, in order to save it 
from the destruction which impended over it, in consequence of the 
revolt of his prisoners, who had made themselves masters of its citadel 
and well-supplied ramparts. The loss of so important a position was 
deeply felt by the Independent army, though it did not weaken Bo¬ 
livar’s ascendancy. The Congress of New Grenada gave him the com¬ 
mand of a corps of six thousand men, which he led across the moun¬ 
tains of Tunza and Pamplona to the farthest extremity of New Gre¬ 
nada, on the banks of the Tachira. After putting some parties of 
Royalists to flight, he marched upon Ocana with the view of penetrating 
that side into the Venezuelian territory. Rivas, his second in com¬ 
mand, having reached him with reinforcements granted by the Con- 
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gress of New Grenada, he attacked his enemies at Cucuta, routed 
them, and despatched a detachment towards Guadalito under the orders 
of Don Nicholas Briceno, who levied more troops in that neighbour¬ 
hood, and then proceeded to occupy the province of Barinas. Bolivar, 
in the mean while, met with fresh successes at Grita, and seized upon 
the department of Merida: whilst Briceno, being defeated by the 
Royalists, fell into their power with seven of his officers. 1 his event 
afforded the Spaniards an opportunity of applying to their own colonies 
the same horrible system of warfare which they had practised in 
Europe, under the pretext that every means is allowable to repel ag¬ 
gression. Tilear, the governor of Barinas, ordered these prisoners to 
be shot, together with several other members of families of distinc¬ 
tion, who were accused of holding correspondence with the Indepen¬ 
dents. Bolivar, who had hitherto conducted the war with great for¬ 
bearance, was inflamed with indignation at these cruelties: he swore 
to avenge Briceno, his brother in arms, and declared that every 
Royalist who should fall into his hands should be consigned oyer to 
the vengeance of his soldiery. But this spirit of inexorable justice 
and retaliation ill-accorded with Bolivar’s character: the menaces he 
held out were, we are assured, never realized but on one single occa¬ 
sion, and that, indeed, at a time when the safety of his followers ap¬ 
pears absolutely to have required it. His army increasing daily, he 
divided it into two corps, one of which he committed to Rivas; while, 
placing himself at the head of the other, he advanced towards Caracas 
through the districts of Truxillo and Barinas. After several engage¬ 
ments, which terminated in their favour, the two commanders were 
assailed by the flower ot Monteverde’s troops at Gestaguanes; and the 
obstinate encounter which ensued was finally determined by the Spa¬ 
nish cavalry, who passed over to the side of the Independents, and thus 
gave them the victory. Monteverde then shut himself in Puerto Ca- 
belio with the remains of his army. On the other hand, Bolivar fol¬ 
lowed up his success, and invested Caracas, which capitulated by the 
counsels of a junta suddenly collected. The conditions which he ex¬ 
acted were by no means severe: he declared that no one should be mo¬ 
lested on account of his political opinions; and that those who wished 
to withdraw were at liberty to remove themselves and all they pos¬ 
sessed. Whilst Bolivar was entering the place, the governor made his 
escape, and embarked for La Guyra, leaving fifteen hundred Royalists 

at the conqueror’s mercy. t 

Monteverde, spite of the humiliating situation in which he was 
placed, assumed a tone of arrogance which could not fail to hasten 
the entire defection of the colonies from the mother-country: he re¬ 
fused to ratify the treaty presented to him, and declared “ that it was 
derogatory to the dignity of Spain to treat with these rebels. The 
disdain which the rebel general displayed was much more in character, 
for he confined himself to leaving the insult unnoticed. He was re¬ 
ceived with great enthusiasm at Caracas on the 4th of August, 1813. 

Marino, another commander, was equally victorious in the eastern 
provinces; and the entire region of Venezuela, with the exception ol 
Puerto Cabello, was rescued tromthe grasp of its oppressors. 

Bolivar, desirous of turning his success to the account of humanity, 
proposed an exchange of prisoners with Monteverde; who, regardless 
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of the disparity of numbers, was unwilling to lower his pride to Inch 
a compromise: he preferred applying the reinforcements which had 
reached him to a fresh assault upon the Independents, at Agua-Caliente. 
This assault recoiled upon himself: the greater part of his force was 
destroyed; he was saved with difficulty from falling into the hands of 
his enemies, and was carried to Puerto Cabello, severely wounded. 
Bolivar had hoped that this victory would have drawn the calamities 
of war to a nearer close; he again sent a flag of truce to the Royal¬ 
ists, accompanied hy Salvador Garcia, an individual whose virtuous 
character entitled him to the esteem of all parses. But Salomon, the 
new Royalist commander, proved himself to have inherited the impoli¬ 
tic principles and ferocious disposition of his predecessor: he ordered 
the venerable priest to be loaded with irons and cast into a dungeon. 
It appears as if the Spaniards had been anxious to exasperate men’s 
minds, and aggravate the horrors of a warfare, the principal miseries 
of which were ultimately doomed to fall on their own heads. Puerto 
Cabello, being vigorously attacked both by sea and land, was speedily 
reduced ; an event greatly hastened by D’EIuyar, a young soldier, to 
whom the Independent general had intrusted the operations of the 
siege. The citadel, however, refused to capitulate, though it was af¬ 
flicted with a disease, in want of provisions, and without the remotest 
hope of being relieved. In consequence of its obstinate resistance, 
Bolivar determined simply to invest it, and was deterred fcom attempt¬ 
ing an assault, which must have proved murderous, and might have 
miscarried. During this siege, a battalion of the Independents was 
attacked by a party of Royalists, and behaved so ill that Bolivar thought 
it right to disarm it; but a short time afterwards the battalion, eager 
to regain its lost credit, armed itself with pikes, and rushing on the 
enemy, plundered them of their arms and accoutrements, and used them 
for its own equipment. This achievement signalized the combat of 
Araure. The whole of the campaign of this season was eminently 
conducive to the prosperity of the Independent cause. 

The inhabitants of the province of Caracas, as is the case with all 
infant republics, were extremely jealous of the liberty which it had 
cost them so many sacrifices to acquire ; their mistrust was roused by 
the continued dictatorship which was exercised by Bolivar, who dele¬ 
gated it to his inferiors, by whom it was abused to a degree which fre¬ 
quently redoubled their apprehensions; and, although he had never 
himself applied his power improperly, yet his refusal to resign it on 
the requisition of the Congress of New Grenada engendered a spirit of 
discontent which met him even in the midst of his own followers. He 
perceived that this was the proper moment for divesting himself of 
his authority. A general assembly of the principal civil and military 
officers was therefore convoked on the 2d January, 1814; and in its 
presence Bolivar was resolved upon renouncing his dictatorial powers; 
after rendering a scrupulous account of his operations, as well as of the 
plans he had deemed it necessary to adopt. His power was tottering; 
but this proceeding gave it new vigour. The leading persons of 
Venezuela,—men whose patriotism was above suspicion,—Don Carlos 
Hurlado de Mendoza, governor of Caracas; Don J. Ch. Rodriguez, 
president of the municipality; and the highly respected Don Alzura, 
sensible of the necessity which still existed for the tutelarv superin¬ 
tendence of such a leader as Bolivar, were joined by their colleagues in 
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soliciting him to continue in the dictatorship, until the province of 
Venezuela should be united again with New Grenada. 

The Royalist party were, by this time, aware of all the difficulties 
in which their struggle against the Independent provinces was in¬ 
volved; and hoping for new allies in the slaves which peopled them, 
they sent agents secretly among them to organize their irregular bands. 
Among these emissaries were Palomo, a negro, who was a notorious 
thief and murderer, and a man of the name of Puy, who was abhorred 
in every quarter; in short, the persons pitched upon for the purpose 
were every way worthy of their mission and the object it proposed. 
The new plot was revealed to Bolivar by some intercepted despatches; 
though it was not in his power wholly to prevent its execution. Any 
country that has long been the theatre of war, must contain numbers 
who are ready for plunder and devastation, particularly when they can 
put on the false mask’of a pretended “good cause;” the activity of the 
Independent general did not long permit them to pursue their ill de¬ 
signs with impunity. The execrable Puy, who was far more blood¬ 
thirsty than any of his comrades, repaired to Barinas, where, fearing 
that its inhabitants would rise en masse against him, he seized and shot 
five hundred of them. The remainder owed their rescue entirely to 
the sudden appearance of Bolivar on the spot. In a few day9 the Roy¬ 
alist agent again fell upon the town, and massacred the remnant of his 
victims. Exasperated by the infamous conduct of his adversaries, Bo¬ 
livar assumed a character totally foreign to his generous principles and 
habits, and ordered eight hundred Royalists to be shot. This severe 
retaliation occasioned the death of the Independents who were impri¬ 
soned in Puerto Cabello; but whom the Governor had hitherto spared. 
In the midst of these shocking scenes, Bolivar was eagerly prosecuting 
a more honourable warfare: he routed one of the principal Royalist 
commanders near the Tuy, whilst Rivas was obtaining minor advan¬ 
tages over the motley horde commanded by Rosette, a mulatto; and 
Yanez, a Royalist partisan, was totally defeated at Ospinos, and pe¬ 
rished on the field of battle. Rosette, and ‘Boves, another Royalist 
leader, were not, however, to be discouraged by these reverses; they 
were strengthened by considerable reinforcements, and immediately 
resumed the offensive, by marching to Caracas and attacking Bolivar 
himself. Here he was so ably seconded by Marino and Montilla, that 
he completely defeated the Royalists at Bocachica; and being joined 
by Urdaneta and Morino on the 28th of May, he obtained another signal 
victory over the Spaniards, who were under the command of the gallant 
Cagigal. These repeated successes were unfortunately the occasion 
of disaster to the Independents; for their over-eagerness in the pursuit 
of their foes led the respective generals to separate, and Bolivar was 
consequently attacked in an unfavourable position in the plains of Cura, 
where the Spanish cavalry had ample space for operations: the Inde¬ 
pendents fought manfully for several hours, but were at last obliged to 
resign the contest. This victory reanimated the hopes of their oppo¬ 
nents ; and Cagigal, Boves, and Calzadas, having effected a junction, 
menaced Marino’s division, which was compelled to retreat before far 
superior numbers into Curaana. The reverses which now attended 
the Independents’ operations led to consequences in the highest degree 
disastrous. The people, being deprived of the benefits which induced 
them to approve or tolerate a military government, began to discern its 
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disadvantages, and were become sensible, that the very rapidity of 
military movements, and the arbitrary measures which follow in their 
train, were irreconcilable with the spirit of liberty. They soon learned 
to look, upon the ill-success of those who fought in defence of that 
liberty with an eye of indifference. These impressions incapaci¬ 
tated the Republicans from recruiting their forces at this period. 
They were obliged to raise the siege of Puerto Cabello and embark 
for Cumana, where Bolivar arrived with the shattered remnant of his 
forces. The Spaniards reentered La Guyra and Caracas, and the in¬ 
habitants of Valencia, notwithstanding a gallant defence, were forced 
to capitulate. The conquerors have been charged with violating the 
terms of this surrender, and putting the eloquent Espejo and other 
officers of the garrison to death, after the town had surrendered. A 
short time before all these reverses, a young man, who was descended 
from one of the first families of Santa Fe, had hallowed the cause of 
independence by an act of devotion which is well worthy of being 
handed down to posterity. Ricante was in command of the fort of 
San Matteo, and an action was contesting at some distance from 
it. One of the Royalist chiefs determined to make himself master of 
the fort, the garrison of which was extremely scanty, and made his way 
towards it at the head of a strong detachment. Ricante, perceiving 
that resistance was useless, sent away all his soldiers, who joined their 
countrymen on the field of battle. The Spaniards, conceiving the fort 
to be evacuated, entered it without opposition; hut the gallant youth, 
setting fire to the powder, buried himself and his enemies beneath the 
ruins of a post which he was unable to defend l 
It was not in the power of adversity to shake the dauntless patriot¬ 
ism of Bolivar; he reappeared at the head of a considerable force in 
the province of Barcelona, and was doomed to experience fresh re¬ 
verses in the unfortunate conflict of Araguita; whence his next move¬ 
ment was to embark for Carthagena, where he might devise the means 
of restoring the tottering fortunes of his country. Rivas and Bermu¬ 
dez, in the mean while, had taken up positions which enabled them to 
keep together the troops under their command, and were in a short 
time joined by many who were determined not to succumb under the 
Spanish yoke, or were hopeless of escape excepting from the success 
of a cause wnich they had openly espoused. Morales and Boves made 
several fruitless attempts to overcome them, until, their ranks being 
considerably increased, they were in a situation to act with decision; 
which they did, by attacking and defeating them at Urica, on the 5th 
of December, and then occupying Mathurin, which had been the head¬ 
quarters of the Independents. Rivas was taken prisoner and shot. 
whilst Bermudez took refuge in the island of Margarita, where he re¬ 
mained until the arrival of the Spanish general Morilio. When the 
expedition under the orders of this celebrated commander approached 
to lay siege to Carthagena, Bolivar quitted it, and repaired to Tunja, 
where the Congress of New Grenada was then sitting. Here he put 
himself in motion with a few troops, and made himself master of Santa 
Fe de Bogota; from whence he marched towards Santa Martha, in 
his attempt on which he was foiled through the jealousy of Don M. 
Castillo, the governor of Carthagena. Enraged at the refusal of the 
reinforcements which the Congress had assigned to him, he was on the 
eve of entering Carthagena sword in hand, when he found that 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



rillo had begun operations against that important post. Bolivar now 
dismissed every feeling of resentment from his mind, united his troops 
to those of the garrison, and set sail for Jamaica, from whence, he 
trusted, he would be enabled to return with forces adequate to effect 
the raising of the siege; but the failure of pecuniary resources crippled 
his efforts and prevented his arriving in time to save Carthagena from 
falling into Spanish hands. This place had undergone the most lament¬ 
able sufferings: and its very conquerors were deeply affected at the 
misery to which famine and disease had reduced its brave defenders; 
who evacuated it on the 6th of December, 1815, after spiking the 
guns, embarked in thirteen vessels, and, forcing their way through the 
enemy’s gun-boats, made for Aux Cayes. 

The hopes of the Independents seemed now at their last gasp. 
Their enemies in the old world, the enemies of freedom in all hemi¬ 
spheres, thought it strange that the Americans should conceive the 
idea of possessing a country of their own. America had witnessed her 
worst reverses, emerging from her most signal successes; and Spain, 
in her turn, beheld her victorious career in a foreign clime pregnant 
with the ultimate ruin of her hopes. She would have thought her 
triumph incomplete had she refrained from humbling the vanquished; 
and forgot that her arrogance might estrange those colonists who had 
hitherto adhered to her cause. The encouragement which these new 
allies held out to them, excited the indefatigable warriors, whom the 
fatal rout at Urica had not tamed into submission, to form themselves 
into corps of guerillas, and place themselves under the command of 
Monagas, Zaraza, and other chiefs. A short time demonstrated the 
formidable character which such bodies may assume ; the suddenness 
of their incursions, and the rapidity of their movements, justly entitled 
them to the appellation of u The Tartars of America ,” and enabled them 
to rekindle the dying embers of their liberties. Arismendi, after va¬ 
rious successes, took possession of the island of Margarita; and Bolivar, 
skilfully availing himself of this fortunate turn of affairs, lost no time 
in hastening the equipment of an expedition which was collecting at 
the expense of some private individuals. Among these was Brion, a 
man of large property, whom none could exceed in devotion to the 
cause of freedom : to him was intrusted the command of two ships of 
war and thirteen transports, which composed the naval force of this ex¬ 
pedition. Towards the close of March 1816, Bolivar, who had been 
joined by two battalions of black troops, from Petion, the Haytian pre¬ 
sident at Port au Prince, set sail with his little army. On his way, he 
captured two vessels under Spanish convoy, one of them a king’s ship, 
of 14 guns and 140 men, after an action in which Brion was wounded; 
he afterwards disembarked at Margarita, and drove the Spaniards from 
every part of the island, excepting the fort of Pampatar. At Carupano 
he strengthened his force with several corps of guerillas, and compelled 
the Spaniards to evacuate that post; thence he marched to Occumare, 
where, after resting his troops at Choroni, he left his advance, under the 
command of Mac Gregor, who made himself master ofMara^ay and the 
Cabrera. The future depended on instant energy and decision; and 
Bolivar circulated a strong manifesto throughout the province of Ca¬ 
racas, in which he developed his intentions, and strove to rekindle the 
dormant patriotism of those for whose sake he had once more hoisted 
his standard. This manifesto, instead of awakening the enthusiasm which 
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it ought to have inspired, served but to rouse the apprehensions of the 
sordid-minded. In vain had the general himself led the way, by en¬ 
franchising his negroes, and ranging them as volunteers under the ban¬ 
ners of liberty; the principal colonists were more alarmed by the fear 
of losing their slaves, than anxious to be avenged of the Spaniards, 
and betrayed their own cause in their eagerness to preserve their rich 
plantations. The opposition which ensued was productive of the most 
disastrous consequences. Bolivar, calculating on the co-operation of 
the inhabitants, had weakened himself, by leaving Mac Gregor in 
another province; he was consequently incapable of sustaining the 
assault of the Spaniards under Morales, and after an obstinate resistance, 
in which he lost his best officers, was forced to retreat in disorder. 
The two Haytian battalions gallantly covered the retreat of their bre¬ 
thren in arms; whilst those of them who escaped the sword of their 
adversaries, found a miserable grave where they had expected a gene¬ 
rous asylum; being pitilessly butchered by their own countrymen, in 
whose defence they had ventured their lives. On the other hand, Mac 
Gregor, unable to contend single-handed against the victorious Spa¬ 
niards, was compelled to retire to Barcelona; which he succeeded in 
gaining, though harassed on all sides by light troops. 

Arismendi was more fortunate in his operations: as his position was 
more favourable^ he laid hold of Pampatar, left not a Spaniard remain¬ 
ing in Margarita, and embarked with a part of his force for Barcelo¬ 
na, where the Independent troops were to form a junction. At this pe¬ 
riod, Bolivar, who was anxious to resume the offensive with greater 
effect, set out from Aux Caves, where, it is asserted, he escaped assassi¬ 
nation in consequence of a mistake made by a Royalist emissary, who 
stabbed the master of the house in which Bolivar resided, instead of 
the general himself. On his arrival in Margarita, Bolivar issued a- 
proclamation, convoking the representatives of Venezuela in a Gene¬ 
ral Congress; and thence passed over to Barcelona, where he esta¬ 
blished a Provisional Government. Morillo now advanced to this place, 
with four thousand men, supported by his whole naval force, and on the 
15th of February, 1817, paid dearly for a temporary success he gained 
over his antagonist, who rendered it entirely useless by setting fire to 
his own ships. The 16th, 17th, and 18th, were occupied in a despe¬ 
rate conflict, which terminated in Bolivar’s obtaining possession of the 
enemy’s camp; though the struggle so completely crippled him, that 
he was unable to pursue the Spaniard, before he was reinforced by a 
considerable detachment. Morillo, who had suffered greatly during 
his retreat, was met and defeated by General Paez in the plains of 
Banco-Largo. Other successes attended the Independent forces under 
Piar, in the district of Corona, as well as in Caycara* under Zaraza, 
who had raised a force much needed by his party, by breaking in the 
wild horses of America for his cavalry. 

Bolivar, having been chosen supreme director of Venezuela, towards 
the close of this year (1817) fixed his head-quarters at Angostura, 
where he was enabled to organize the civil and military affairs of his 
government. On the last day in December, he took his departure, 
with two thousand horsemen and two thousand five hundred foot; as¬ 
cended the Orinoco, was joined on his route by Generals Cedeno and 
Paez; and after a march of two-and-forty days, appeared before the 
ramparts of Calobozo, three hundred leages from Angostura. After 
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several engagements, which were fought on the 12th of February, 
1818, and the two subsequent days, he forced Morillo to abandon that 
place; he pursued and attacked him on the 16th and 17th, at Sombre¬ 
ro, whence he compelled him to take refuge in Valencia. The ex¬ 
haustion and diminution of his own troops, after such a series of hard 
fighting, as well as the necessity of providing against any operations in 
his rear, induced him to desist from farther pursuit, and detach Cedeno 
and Paez to take possession of San Fernando de Apure. His force 
being thus reduced to one thousand two hundred cavalry and about five 
hundred foot, Morillo suddenly attacked him on his advance to San 
Vittoria, near Caracas. A continued conflict was thence kept up from 
the 13th fo the 17th ofMarch, at La Cabrera, Mara$ay and La Puerta; 
during which the Spanish commander was ivounded. Cedeno, as well 
as Paez, who had received some reinforcements from England, now 
rejoined Bolivar, who, on the 26th, became the assailant in his turn, 
attacked the heights of Ortiz, and carried the Spanish position, which 
was defended by La Torre. The enemy, however, in his retreat, di¬ 
rected his march on Calobozo, and captured it on the 30th of the same 
month. On the 17th of April, Bolivar narrowly escaped from being 
delivered up to the Spaniards by one of his own officers; for this vil¬ 
lain, a Colonel Lopez, made his way with twelve men to the spot where 
his general was reposing, and scarcely gave him time to get away in 
an almost naked state. 

No sooner had Bolivar rejoined his corps, than he was vigorously 
assailed by Antonio Pla, a Spanish officer, who cut off four hundred of 
his men. Some days afterwards, Morillo, having collected the garrisons 
of several places, effected a junction with La Torre, and on the 2d of 
May, attacked Paez, in the plains of Sebanos de Coxedo: the conflict 
which ensued was equally disastrous to either party, and put an end to 
the campaign in the interior of the country. Some of Bolivar’s offi¬ 
cers had, in the mean while, laid hold of several places on the coast: 
Marino had possessed himself of Cariaco, whilst Admiral Brion, after 
dispersing the Spanish flotilla, and sending some pieces of artillery, 
ten thousand musqucts, and other warlike stores, up the Orinoco, sur¬ 
prised the post of Guiria, on the 30th of August. 

On the 15th of February, 1819, Bolivar presided at the opening of 
the Congress of Venezuela at Angostura; where he submitted the plan 
of a Republican Constitution, and solemnly laid down his authority: 
though a strong representation of the exigencies of the times was again 
pressed upon him, and became his inducement to resume it. Availing 
himself of the rainy season to reorganize his forces, he set out on the 
26th of February towards New Grenada in search of Morillo, who 
had selected tlie Isle of Achagas, which is formed by the Apure, as an 
impregnable position. The Royalist troops in that province had been 
routed by General Santander, and Bolivar anticipated that their coali¬ 
tion would decide the fate of the campaign: when, therefore, he had 
been reinforced by two thousand English troops, and had defeated La 
Torre, he used every exertion to this end, and succeeded in effecting the 
junction on the 13th of June. After receiving deputations from sev¬ 
eral towns of New Grenada, he resolved upon attempting the pas¬ 
sage of the Cordilleras. Fatigue and privations of every kind were 
endured with exemplary fortitude in the advance of his forces through 
this wild, precipitous, and barren region, where they lost their artillery 
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apd most of their equipments, although they succeeded in reaching the 
neighbourhood of Tangia in the valley of Sagamoso on the 1st of July. 
They found its heights occupied by three thousand five hundred Span- 
iards: these were instantly attacked by Bolivar, and completely over¬ 
thrown ; the resfilt placed Tunja in his power. The battle of Boyaca a 
few days afterwards gave him possession of Santa Fe. These two vic¬ 
tories achieved the deliverance of New Grenada, and were accompanied 
by the surrender of Barreyro, the Spanish commander-in-chief, and the 
remnant of his army, together with all their arms, ammunition, horaes, 
artillery, &c. “ The advantages (observes Bolivar in his official de¬ 
spatch) are incalculable which will result to the cause of the Republic 
from the glorious victory of yesterday. Our troops never triumphed 
more decidedly, and have seldom engaged soldiers so well disciplined, 
and so ably commanded.” In Santa Fe, from which Samano, the viceroy, 
had scarcely time to escape, Bolivar found a million of piastres, and 
resources of every description; but more than this, he was joined by 
a host of recruits, and enabled effectually to repair the losses he had 
sustained both in the battles he had gained, as well as in the hardships 
he had encountered in crossing the mountains. The province, which 
he had so signally emancipated, hailed him with enthusiasm as its 
deliverer; he was nominated President of New Grenada at Santa Fe, 
and in his proclamation of the 8th of September following he com¬ 
plied with the public voice by reuniting this province with Venezuela. 

Inaction was ill-suited to his disposition and the auspicious circum-' 
stances of the moment; but before he embarked in a new enterprise 
he nominated General Santander as vice-president, proposed an ex¬ 
change of prisoners to Samano, regulated every thing that concerned 
the administration of the government, and made a levy of five thou¬ 
sand men. Having so done, he resumed his route to Angostura. 

The fame of his successes had reawakened universal confidence 
throughout the province of Venezuela; his advance across that country 
resembled a triumphant progress; and the 17th of September, 1819 
crowned the great and dearest wish of his heart,—that the two pro^ 
vinces should form one undivided commonwealth; to which the Con¬ 
gress attached the title of fcl Republic of Colombia .” A new capital 
was ordered to be constructed, which should be known to after ages 
by the illustrious name of Bolivar: in the interim, the provisional seat 
of the General Congress was directed to be fixed at Rosario-Cucuta. 
Seven days had scarcely elapsed before Bolivar was again in motion at 
the head of the most formidable army which the Independents had 
hitherto mustered; and the flames of intestine discord being extin¬ 
guished, the promise of a happy and unclouded futurity dawned upon 
the fortunes of Colombia. Such indeed was the general spirit of ani¬ 
mosity prevalent at this moment against the Spanish government, which 
had endeavoured 10 prop its declining authority by acts of the most 
atrocious cruelty, that the people eagerly joined his standard Irom every 
quarter. The prospect of peace seemed no longer a dream, and the 
true friends of American liberty lent themselves to it with eager sin¬ 
cerity. On the 5th of January, 1820, Bolivar made himself master 
of Calobozo, and this was afterwards followed by a series of memorable 
advantages over his opponents; but no sooner was he informed of the 
favourable change which had taken place in the mother-country in 
the commencement of 1820, than be made proposals to Morilio lor the 
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purpose of terminating a contest which had involved both nations in 
so long a course of bloodshed and calamity. The Spanish general 
listened joyfully to these overtures; commissioners on both sides were 
despatched to Truxillo, and speedily agreed to an armistice, by which 
Spain recognised Bolivar as president, or supreme chief of Colombia. 
In vain did Morillo’s delegates endeavour to secure an acknowledgment 
of the sovereignty of Spain over the two provinces; the Independents 
would neither listen to their representations, nor subsequently to those 
of Morillo himself. During the continuance of these negotiations, both 
commanders appeared to entertain sentiments of reciprocal esteem and 
admiration ; nor could a more signal proof be given of the confidence 
which each of them placed in the honour and integrity of his late an¬ 
tagonist, than that they twice passed a whole night together within 
the same chamber at Truxillo. 

On the conclusion of the armistice, in November 1820, the two 
armies retained the respective positions they had occupied previously 
to it, on the banks of the Unare and Guanare; but Morillo shortly 
afterwards returned to Spain, leaving La Torre in command of the 
Spanish forces, and about the same time the Independents despatched 
M. Zea and two other commissioners to Madrid with a view to bring 
about a final pacification between the two governments. The con¬ 
stancy with which the Colombians insisted upon an unreserved recog¬ 
nition of their independence, would probably, at all events, have ren¬ 
dered every attempt at such a pacification abortive: in spite, however, 
of this barrier, the Madrid negotiations lingered on until the intelli¬ 
gence of the rupture of the armistice broke them off. On the 10th of 
March, 1821, Bolivar announced to La Torre, that he would, in conform¬ 
ity with the terms of the armistice, renew hostilities on the 28th of April 
ensuing; being forty days after the notification he then made. The 
privations to which his army was exposed in their cantonments, and 
the great mischiefs which were accruing to the cause of Independence 
by the continuance of the armistice, were the principal motives which 
he assigned for adopting this course. In the beginning of May, there¬ 
fore, Bolivar took the field with a force of upwards of eight thousand 
men, which he divided into three corps, respectively commanded by 
generals Paez, Cedeno, and Anzoategui. These divisions advanced 
by separate routes to the plains of Tinaquillo, where they formed a 
junction on the 23d of June, and then advanced towards Calobozo, 
where the Spanish head-quarters were fixed. In their advance the 
Independent army bad to penetrate through a narrow precipitous defile 
in the mountains. The leading division was that of general Paez, who 
was at the head of the battalion of British troops, the battalions called 
« The Bravos of the Apure,” and a corps of thirteen hundred horse. 
The position occupied by the Spaniards was one of great strength ; 
the heights, commanding the only pass by which it could be approach¬ 
ed were crowned with artillery; and the pass itself did not, in many 
places, admit of more than one person advancing at a time. At eleven 
in the morning of the 24th, Paez’s division defiled in front of the 
enemy, under a heavy fire from the heights: and without waiting the 
advance of the other divisions, its gallant leader, as if impatient of 
dividing the victory with his brave colleagues, determined on an im¬ 
mediate assault of the Spanish position. In spite of the superior ad¬ 
vantages, which numbers and strength of position afforded, his enemies 
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were, in the short space of half an hoar, driven from their intrench- 
ments with great slaughter by the valour and impetuosity of his troops, 
whose assault he led in person. Stores and artillery were alike aban¬ 
doned by the vanquished, and victory smiled on the cause of freedom 
before the second division could arrive to share in its achievement: a 
few of its Tirailleurs alone had come up, and at their head Cedeno im¬ 
patiently placing himself, rushed upon a square of Spanish infantry, 
in the midst of which he and the greater part of his companions found 
a glorious death. The British troops distinguished themselves highly 
on this occasion, and, indeed, were the principal instruments of this 
brilliant victory: nor was Bolivar slow to recognise their good con¬ 
duct : he conferred upon the remnant of the battalion of which they 
consisted, the title of “ Battalion of Calobozo,” and on the surviving 
heroes, both officers and privates, the decoration of the order of Libe¬ 
rators. The Spaniards, after losing one half of their force in this deci¬ 
sive conflict, fled with dismay in the direction of Puerto Cabello. 

The independence of this portion of the American continent was 
the happy consequence of the battle of Calobozo, and the first fruit 
which it yielded was the retaking of Caracas: whence Bermudez, 
who had already once captured it in the course of the campaign, had 
been almost immediately afterwards driven out by Colonel Pereyra. 
Bolivar again retook it on the 30th of June without resistance; and 
four days afterwards, La Guyra capitulated, the garrison under Pereyra 
being allowed to proceed by sea to Puerto Cabello. On the 6th of 
July, Bolivar (now called the President Liberator) declared Caracas 
the capital of the department of Venezuela, and transferred the Court 
of Admiralty from the island of Margarita to La Guyra. It has been 
stated, that not a white person was found in either of these once flou¬ 
rishing towns, when Bolivar took possession of them; the only inha¬ 
bitants remaining in them being a handful of negroes. He issued a 
proclamation in consequence, intreating all its former inhabitants to 
return to the enjoyment of their properties, and solemnly assuring 
them, whether they were Royalists or Independents, of the future and 
sacred protection of the new government. 

The Independent forces were now intent upon reducing the other 
towns which remained in the hands of the Spaniards. Carthagena ca¬ 
pitulated on the 25th of September, and Cumana about a month after¬ 
wards. Puerto Cabello has however continued to baffle every effort 
to reduce it, and the possession of a superior naval force has enabled 
the Spaniards to do considerable mischief to the commerce and tran¬ 
quillity of the neighbouring coast. 

The General Congress had been summoned to meet at Rosario de 
Cuenta on the 1st of January, but the delay which occurred in the as¬ 
sembling of the deputies prevented the formal opening of their sittings 
before the 1st of May. Other objects having called Bolivar away 
Antonio Marino, the vice-president of the republic, was deputed by 
him to preside at its opening; on which occasion he addressed his 
colleagues in a tone of warm congratulation on the flattering prospects 
which the achievement of their independence held out. This was 
considered as the first Colombian Congress, and its first decree confirm¬ 
ed that of the Venezuelian legislature, which, in December 1819, had 
ordained the perpetual union of Venezuela and New Grenada, under 
the title of the “ Republic of Colombia.” An amnesty for all past 
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offences was proclaimed; whilst every person, whatever might have 
been his political conduct or opinions, was promised the restoration of 
his property on his taking an oath of fidelity and allegiance to the state. 

After decreeing every possible mark of the national gratitude to 
their brethren in arms, the Congress applied itself diligently to the 
drawing up of the Constitutional Charter of the Republic, and closed 
its important labours on this head before the termination of the ses¬ 
sion. The constitution of the United States of America seems to have 
served as a model to the Colombian legislators, who vested the execu¬ 
tive functions in a president and vice-president, and conjointly with 
them, the legislatorial office in a senate and house of representatives; 
making, however, a noble and beneficent improvement on the consti¬ 
tution which was their prototype, by abolishing slavery; declaring that 
the children of slaves born after the promulgation of the constitution 
should be free, and enjoining that measures should be adopted for gra¬ 
dually redeeming and emancipating all existing slaves. This object 
being despatched, the Congress next discussed the plan for public edu¬ 
cation, and the laws for regulating the commerce of the republic. 
Bolivar, who was elected president in conjunction with Santander as 
vice-president, hesitated at first to accept this high office; but the 
general voice compelled him to give way, and the same talents, acti¬ 
vity, and perseverance, which entitled him to this just mark of the 
veneration and confidence of his fellow-countrymen, have ever since 
distinguished his exercise of the important dignity conferred upon him. 
The Congress, having brought its useful labours to this termination, 
broke up on the 13th of October; and some weeks afterwards, Bolivar 
removed the seat of government to Santa Fe de Bogota, to co-operate 
the more readily in the liberation of Quito and Cuen 9 a, and thus re¬ 
tain the former as the frontier province towards Peru, which is itself 
engaged in the struggle for its independence. 

The introduction of the trial by jury, the toleration granted to all 
religions, and the establishment of schools on the Lancasterian system, 
are sufficient pledges of the provident and enlightened spirit by which 
the infant republic and its high-minded president are actuated. Nor 
Jiave its powerful neighbours, the United States, been slow to avail 
themselves of the opportunity, which the promise of its future prospe¬ 
rity affords, for advancing North American interests, by placing their 
relations with the Colombian people at an early hour on the most 
friendly footing. The President of the United States had already ob¬ 
served to Congress, “ It has long been manifest that it would be impos¬ 
sible for Spain to reduce these colonies by force; and equally so, that 
no conditions short of their independence would be satisfactory to 
them.” The American executive has since sealed this declaration, by 
formally recognising the independence of South America, and appoint¬ 
ing ministers to Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and others of the new go¬ 
vernments. Surely, the character of that country, whose sons have 
bled in the contest for South American freedom, and the dignity of that 
throne whose strength and glory consist in the affections of a free, en¬ 
lightened, and generous people,—surely, neither the good name of 
Great Britain can be defiled, nor can its future prosperity be compro¬ 
mised, by taking example from its Trans-atlantic offspring, and inscrib¬ 
ing over the threshold of Colombian freedom its own sacred motto— 
“Esto perpetual” 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



SOUTH AMERICA.: COPY OF A PROCLAMATION ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER IN CH 

The National Register, a Weekly Paper, Containing a Series of the Important Public Documents, and... May 23, 1818:1 


ProQuest 
pg. 330 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Tlie following' are translations made for the 
Aurora, from the official despatches received by 
the envoy of the united republics of New-Granuda 
and Venezuela, containing details of the various 
military operations, in the months of January, 
February and March of the present year. 

Copy of a proclamation issued by the commander in 
> chief of the armies of Venezuela. 

Simon nolivar, supreme chief of the republic, anil captain* 
general of the armies of Venezuela anil Xew-Grunaiia. 

To the inhabitants of the free countries of the republic, and 
'to all those who are so unfortunate as to be under the au¬ 
thority of the agents of (he Spanish monarchy. 

Convinced as I am, that an .involuntary error, 
or the too successful arts of the' public enemy, 
could have prevailed on the sons of America to 
remain tinder the banner of their cruel oppres¬ 
sors of Spain; and that when once undeceived 
they must feel no wish more powerful than to 
return to the bosom of their country, and aid in 
the cause of its independence and happiness, and 
to avenge the injuries the ignominy, and the 
contumely, to which they have been exposed by 
the officers of the tyrant of Spain, as a recompense 
of their services and sacrifices; I decree as fol¬ 
lows: - 

Art. 1. An oblivion and amnesty shall be pro¬ 
claimed, and it is hereby proclaimed, in favor of 
all Americans, and to all persons, wherever the 
place of their nativity may have been, upon con¬ 
dition only of laying down their arms, or coming 
and surrendering themselves to some post or 
place, where any detachment of the liberating 
army is stationed, or to any magistrate or civil 
officer, acting tinder the authority of the repub- 
lie, within three days after the publication of this 
proclamation. 

Art. 2. Those who shall abandon the royal ar¬ 
my, and present themselves at any post, head¬ 
quarters, or military corps, of the liberating ar¬ 
my, and who shall have held any commission in 
the royal army, shall be entitled to the same rank 
on joining the army of the republic; and should 
they bring with them their corps, or any conside¬ 
rable-part thereof, they shall be entitled to a 
higher grade than that which they before held; 
or should they be able to show that they have 
before abandoning the royal army, rendered any 
important service to the cause of the republic,, 
they shall also be entitled to an additional grade. | 
Art. 3. All the benefits extended to the mili¬ 
tary in the preceding articles, shall be in like 
manner extended to civil officers of every de¬ 
gree, who shall abandon the country or place oc¬ 
cupied by the royal forces, and join the army of 
the republic, or who shall prevail upon the people 
of their districts in which they reside to resist the 
royal authority. 

Art. 4, As many Creoles have been seduced by 
the deceits and artifices of the royal agents to 
take part against their, native country, and many 
of them by their zeal and intrepidity rendered 
services to the royal cause, which they may sup¬ 
pose cannot, be forgiven, it is hereby declared, 
that aware of the deceits under which their ardent 
minds and generous character have been over¬ 
come and that it is owing to their unsuspecting 
confidence in the declarations of their betrayers, 
to whose wiles they unhappily confined their own 
honor; it is hereby declared, that the moment 
they abandon the banners of their tyrants and 
seducers, and return undef the banners of their 


beloved country, all past acts under such delusion 
will be passed into oblivion, and they shall obtain' 
that place in the service of the country to' which 
their future services in its cause shall be found lo 
entitle them. 1 

I Art 5. The same benefits are declared toJ )e " 
extended to all officers, and non-commissinned 
I officers, and privates who may be natives of Spain 
or of any other country, and who shall come in¬ 
to the head-quarters of the army of the republic 
with or without arms. ’ 

The present proclamation shall be printed 
published and circulated in every' district of the 
republic. 

(Signed) BOLIVAR. ■ 

Pedro II. AIexdez, Secretary. 

To the people of the Province of Caraccas. 

PROCLAMATION. 

People,of Cahaccas! —The victory of Calaboso 
has ieduced our oppressor Morillo to the neecssi. 
ty of a'surrender or flight. Hemmed in on all 
sides—his auxiliary corps cut oft—his communi¬ 
cations intercepted, and reduced to the last ex- 
tremities in the very centre of Venezuela, very 
little remains to release your country from the 
remnant of the Spanish army, which came from 
the banks of the Garonne, to overwhelm a se- 
cond time in massacre and conflagration, this de¬ 
lightful region of South America. 

Inhabitants of Caraccas, the government of the 
republic begins once more to enjuy the glories of 
an army of freemen, triumphant over the minions 
of tyranny—liberty, equality, and independence 
approach to reward our constancy, our courage, 
and the blood which has been shed in their cause : 
the reign of the monsters has terminated, the 
glory of the republic is once more restored, and 
resplendent after sacrifices that must excite tl.e. 
admiration of all America and of.future history. 

People of Caraccas—Under the auspices of an 
army of heroes, you are once more free ; your 
liberators, indifferent to privations of all kinds, 
have rushed into the field of battle, and braved 
death in every form, for the honor of their 
country and the happiness of your children and 
posterity : Be not apprehensive therefore, and 
once more prepare to receive your protectors in 
your illustrious capital. 

BOLIVAR. . 

. Head-quarters at Rastro, near Calaboso, 14th 
Feb. eighth year of the republic, A. D. 1818. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To the people inhabiting the plains of Venezuela. 

The whole ot your territory is extricated from 
the oppression of the arms of the royal, tyranny 
—from the centre of New Granada to the mouths - 
of the Maturin and the Oronoco, the republican 
arms have gloriously triumphed over those of 
Spain. The numerous armies of Morillo and 
Roves, no longer exist on the surface of the soil 
consecrated to liberty, which has become their 
common grave; the cities of Calabozo and St. 
Fernando have found shelter under the banners 
of the republic, and. the remnant of Morillo’s 
army, after his defeats on the 12th-and 15th be¬ 
come fugitives, have been forced after an igno¬ 
minious flight, to take refuge within die walls of 
Porto Cabello : but even there they cannot es¬ 
cape—they shall be driven headlong into the 
ocean. 
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An .army of freemen, constant, curageous, and 
true to themselves, are irresisiible: Victory leads 
vis and Venezuela, we will soon see either the sur¬ 
render- or the total annihilation of their cruel 
desolatois and oppressors. 

Inhabitants of the Flans (plains) you are in¬ 
vincible 1 3 f our cavalry, your lances and your 
deserts will forever secure you against the in¬ 
roads of tyrants—and you shall be independent 
in despite of the imperious power and hatred of 
Spain and all who ally themselves against liberty., 

The government of the republic guarantee, to, 
you your safety, your liberty, and your property : 
place yourselves under the banners of Ve»e-i 
zuela, your triumphant country. The campaign 1 
terminated by the occupation of the capitals—; 
"you shall enter anew into the enjoyment of re¬ 
pose, of industry, prosperity, and all the bless¬ 
ings which are the natural rights of free andj 
honest men. Your tyrants have hitherto divested 
you of those blessings: thank that benignant 
providence which has enabled you to assure to 
yourselves, that form of government which is 
most consonant to human happiness. 

Head'quarters, Sombrero, 17 th Feb. 

(eighth year of the republic.) 

A. 1). 181& 

The public will find in these official papers, 
materials to form opinions upon, and on the news 
which has been circulated in various modes by 
the agents of the royal Spanish government. 

• Tlie following official paper, merits particular 
regard, as well from its matter and the persons 
addressed, as the eminent character of the man 
who subscribes it 

Those who leave taken a rational interest in an 
event so stupendous in its consequences as the 
revolution of South America, must have noticed 
the inhuman massacre, by Moriilo, of men of 
letters in New Granada, and among them the 
celebrated Intis Lazano> &c. whom Humboldt 
found in the Cordileras, prepared with all the i 
stores of analytic knowledge, and the refinements : 
of modern philosophy, in chemistry,' geology, as- ; 
tvonomy, mathematics, botany, &c.' Of that class j 
of eminent rnen who distinguished New Granada, 
as well by their virtues us their scientific pro¬ 
ficiency, Francis Antony Zen is one. This gentle¬ 
man was one of thirty or forty accomplished 
men, educated in Santa Fe de Bogota, who having 
alarmed the civilians and the priesthood with ap¬ 
prehensions for the security of ancient domina¬ 
tions over mind and morals, caused them to be 
arrested, for entertaining opinions dangerous to 
legitimacy f so long as 1792, those young men! 
were arrested, and the laws allowing a choice be-! 
tween trial on the spot or before the Spanish! 
tribunals in Spain, they preferred the latter and 
were accordingly transported to Europe about 
that period; ^whatever may have been the cause, 
instead of being treated with severity, they were 
courted, and situations provided in Europe to 
engage them in the service of the royal authori¬ 
ty. A body guard named. American, and institut¬ 
ed for this purpose, provided stations for some; 

\ among those who continued to pursue the high 
road-of science was the gentleman, whose name 
hp induced this particular notice. He became 
distinguished in Spain, and travelled through 
Europe, every where meeting the respect of the 
learned and the virtuous. It may be imagined 
from his early career, that he was not involved in ■ 


the machiavelian adventures which have charac¬ 
terized the revolutions, conspiracies, abdications, 
and usurpations, and the final degradation of 
Spain He found his way to London during 
those agitations, and a few years ago' returned* to 
liis native country', more dee'ply impressed by 
his experience in Spain and other parts of Eu¬ 
rope, of the duty which he owed his native 
country—here we see the philosopher, a legis¬ 
lator and a public ruler, directing the counsels of. 
his countrymen, and arraying them in the cause 
of virtuous liberty and independence. 

We cannot refrain on this occasion from re¬ 
iterating that lamentation which we have so fre¬ 
quently made, on the infatuation Which has cha¬ 
racterised the policy of 'this republic, in relation to 
the new republics of the south —and the stigma 
which out* hostility to the cause of a people strug- 
gling against tyranny, has indelibly fixed upon 
this nation. 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. 
Fn'xycisco Antonio Zea, President, ad interim , of 
the council of government, chief, of the Financial 
department in the council of state , Intendant gene - 
_ ral of the armies of the republic, &c. 
l o the British officers, non-commissioned officers 
and privates, of the brigade of artillery; and of* 1 
the four regiments enlisted under our stand¬ 
ard. 

Welcome at this favorable hour, illustrious de¬ 
fenders of liberty : welcome to the arms of .your 
brothers, and in the bosom of your adopted coun- 
try. Our brave mariners go forth to receive you 
far from our shores, and the hero who commands 
them, tv foreigner like yourselves, can testify that 
we know how to appreciate the brave of all coun¬ 
tries, who come to associate in the glorious cause 
of our independence. 

This cause is worthy of you: it is the cause of 
wisdom and industry, of the arts and commerce— 
the sacred cause of social intercourse, and conse¬ 
quently that of every people* and of all men. It 
is principally ao of your nation, who, being the 
most active, industrious, and commercial, ought 
to feel the greatest interest, that the Spaniards— 
avaricious usurpers of half tlie globe—should re¬ 
store it to the human race. 

This great act of justice claims the attention of 
enlightened cabinets? rather than that of armies; 
but, I know not from what fatality, Europe re- 
spefcts a government, which has had the stupid 
insolence to insult her by re-establishing the in* 
qumtion and other inhuman institutions, in the face 
of the Royal Society of London, of the Institute 
ot Paris, and of hundreds of academies and uni¬ 
versities! Posterity will with difficulty believe, 
that civilized Europe has tolerated in her bosom 
such a government; which, lavish of blood and 
horrors, slaughters as-in the age of Pizarvo, lays 
waste, burns, devours, and destroys: and in tfie 
delirium of the false hope of retaining a desolate 
dominion, would finish by depriving commercial 
nations of the valuable produce of our vast con¬ 
tinent, and us of the products of their manufac¬ 
tures and ingenuity, rather than we should be 
free and happy., ■ 

Our independence alone can terminate so many 
evils q the world demands the independence of all 
America ; and the brightest day of humanity will 
be that on which it is universally acknowledged. 

■ This memorable event will, without doubt, 
mark the most distinguished period of all history; 
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_ \ 11CW intellectual movement—a new impulse 

riven to industry and to the arts, to agriculture 
and to commerce) will be its first effects.—Ameri¬ 
ca w iJl offer to Europe thousands of new produc¬ 
tions : and Europe in her turn will offer number¬ 
less new inventions to America: such will be the 
consequences of our independence, and'such the 
tics of friendship 'which will unite the new with 
the ancient world, instead of the barbarous chain 
which lias so long fastened her to Spain alone. 
Let us break it at once on the head of its govern¬ 
ment, and then Spain herself, free like us, may 
participate in the common advantages, and be 
thus reconciled to the human nice. 

Such is the sublime undertaking in which 1 you 
have embarked with us, and to which we are con¬ 
ducted by a chief, covered with glory and full of 
virtue, generous, magnanimous, ever a patriot, 
always a citizen, and always .the best friend of the 
defenders of liberty. Fly to his arms, follow him 
on his victorious march—be careless of your for¬ 
tune, and that of vour children, for whom he lias 
provided; intent alone on the grand idea of free¬ 
ing the land of Columbus, rush forth with us upon 
the Spaniards, and hurl them from our territory 
into the sea of the Antilles—let us at once show 
what an army of friends can do, composed of 
Britons and Venezuelans!! 

• Stunt Thomas, of JYetv Guay ana, March 6,1818. 

8 th of the Independence. 

FRANCISCO ANTONIO ZEA. 
Thomas Rich a nos, 

Secretary of the council of government. 

Letter f om Admiral Brim, commanding the naval 
squadron of Venezuela, to Bon Lino dementi, 
deputy of Venezuela. 

St. Bartholomews, 12th April, 1818. 
Srn—t have die satisfaction to inform you of 
my arrival at this island, in nine days from the 
Oronoco. with part of my squadron; by the en¬ 
closed official publications, you will sec that our ar¬ 
mies 'have obtained many succcses, and continue 
to pursue with spirit their triumphant career. 1 
have reason lo believe that the head-quarters, of 
the srpreme chief, is by this time established at 
Caraccas. Accoitling to the information which 1 
received yesterday, by the captain of a brig from 
Porto Cabello in nine days, the tyrant Morillo, 
arrived there supposed to be mortally wounded 
by a thrust of a lance, which penetrated his bow¬ 
els ; and the \vi$ck of his army was left in the 
environs of Valencia, and in the Sierras. 

1 have here three of the ships which were la¬ 
den in the Thames with troops and military stores 
anrl arms; 1 shall transfer my Hag to one of them, 
a fine ship mounting 06 guns, and shall sail for 
La Gu'tr.a in a few days. The miserable remnant 
of the Spanish marine inthose scas, are too feeble 
to wait the approach of my squadron. We have 
received every kind of armament of which we 
stood in need, and more are expected every hour. 

Your communications for your government, 
may be addressed under cover to the direction 
inclosed. 

1 have the honor. See. 

LOUIS BRION, 

Admiral of the navy of Venezuela. 
To Don Lino Clf.mentj, . 

Deputy of the republic of Venezuela residing in 
the United States. 


Report of the commandant of the flotilla of the Vene. 
zuelan republic, made to Admiral Jfrion of the 
operations on the Q"onocoj up to the capture of St. 
Fernando by the naval and military forces of the 
republic. 

On board the Atrivnda, in the Apure,} 
February 8, 1818. y 

Most excellent sin—I have the hoijor to in¬ 
form vour excellency that we entered this place 
of St. Fernando, with our flotilla, the 6th of the 
present month at midnight, with the loss of only 
three men killed and four wounded. On the 
morning of the seventh, one hundred and twenty 
men from the flotilla were detached in aid of the 
military force in pursuit of the enemy, who. had 
'retired during the night; but we were not sue- 
cessful in discovering the least traces of them, 
so rapid was their flight. I enclose herewith a 
return of the public and private vessels taken 
from the enemy, and of their armament; 

No naval stores were found in this place, and 
' we stand in much need of some for repairs 

ANTONIA DIAZ, 
Commandant. 

Return of the public and private vessels captured 
St* Fernando, on the Apure. 

Gun boat Venganza 1 4 pounder, brass 
2 swivels 


Do. 

Guayaniga 

1 8 pounder, brass 

Do- 

Dolores 

1 4 pounder 

Do. 

Isabella 

1 8 jpdr. on the bow 

1 8 pdr. stern, both brass 
8 swivels 

Do. 

St. Francisco 1 4 pounder 

Do. 

St. Carlos 

1 6 pounder 


3 Flecheras, with 3 swivels each 

1 4 pounder, iron 

2 do. brass 
70 muskets 

Found on shore 4 swivels 

5 sloops 
3 perogues 

70 row boats _ 

St. Fernando, 8th Feb. 1818. 

(A true return) ANTONIO DIAZ, 

■ Commandant;- 

Letter front JV. Pomar,. military commandant of St. 
Fernando . to the Governor of the province of Guiana. 

St, Fernando, 8th Feb. 1818. 

Sin—After sixteen days of preparation, and 
many assaults on this place, the enemy silently 
abandoned their works in the night ot the 6th 
instant, after having lost a great part of their land 
forces, .who had came over, and claimed to rally 
under our standard, and who -now compose part 
of our force. 

We have found fifteen pieces of artillery, a 
quantity of amunition, and 400 muskets ; all the 
hospital and its stores; and six vessels of war,- 
exclusive of what has been captured by a naval; 
force. 

The gallant general Paez, marched in pursuit 
of the enemy yesterday morning, and about noon 
overtook them in the forests of Vernaca, about 
three leagues from this place. In this action ho 
did justice to his former gallantry and credit to 
our armies. I am not yet, possessed of all the 
details, but 1 know that out of 600 men who fled 
from this place on the night of the 6th, there do 
not remain 200, who have not either joined our 
army, or been taken prisoners; and it is not pro- 
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bable that of those 2U(J any ,can escape; for it 
appears that at the commencement of the action, 
no man had more than 1 7 rounds of ammunition. 
The capture of St. Fernando lias put the re¬ 
public in complete possession of the whole of the 
Llanos (plains) and secures the free commercial 
intercourse between the interior provinces.. 

1 congratulate you and all our fellow-citizens 
on this happy event. 

, N. POM AR. 

Military commandant at St. Fernando. 

BULLETIN, 

Head Quarters of the liberating army of 1 
Venezuela 12th February, 1818. $ 

The army of Guiana, Commanded by the su¬ 
preme chief, commenced its maj-ch from the city 
of Angostura to the Apure, on the 21st December, 
1817, part by "water in the flotilla^ and part on 
the left margin of the Gronoco, till they reached 
the mouth of the Vap, where'they were joined 
by the division of general Manajasj passing to 
the right bank of the Apure, the army was joined 
in Cajeara, by this division of cavalry of general 
Sirenico, and after which they repassed to the 
left bank of the Apure, a few miles above its 
mouth ; and the division of Gen. Paez, joined the 
army at St. Juan de Payara, on the 31st January, 
where the whole army was organized, and on the 
(5th February, the whole army- recrossed the 
Apure near St. Fernando ; and in six days, that is 
on the 12th, at 7 o’clock in the morning, the city 
of Calaboso, then the head-quarters of the royal 
army under general Murillo, was invested by 
the army of the republic. The armyMjf the re¬ 
public was formed in two lines, the main body 
of its cavalry on the left. 

The following were the dispositions of the 
enemy:—The right composed of the regiment 
of hussars of Ferdinand VII. the regiment of 
infantry of the union and of Navarre : their left 
was composed of the regiment of Castile (in¬ 
fantry) and some irregular levies. The enemy's 
hussars attempted to turn our left flank: they 
were separated from their line. Our battalion 
of infantry of Barcelonia, was directed to occupy 
the attention of those cavalry, while our cavalry 
wheeling upon its left in entire squadron took 
them in the rear; the royal cavalry perceiving 
the penl in which they bad been placed by this 
manoeuvre, instead of remaining to share in the 
battle, took to flight on the road to Calaboso ; on¬ 
ly 80 men escaped by the fleetness of their horses, 
and there took refuge. At the same instant or¬ 
ders were given to charge the enemy with the 
bayonet. One half of the royal infantry perished: 
All the grenadiers and light infantry of the royal 
force remained on the field of battle. The regi¬ 
ment of Castile which composed Moriflo’s left 
wing, made but one movement, that was a panic 
flight without firing a single cartridge; they se¬ 
cured their escape only by being nearest to the 
entrenched works of Calaboso. But those works 
are not competent to hold out a siege already 
commenced. 

General Morillo, with all his boasted skill, has 
suffered himself to be surprised in the midst of 
those immense plains, and appears no longer to 
posssss the qualities of an able or skilful officer, 
if he ever possessed any; and is unable to oppose 
with confidence an army like ours, which has 
marched 300 leagues to surprise him. For the 
first time Since he has arrived in America, that' 


he drew his sword to come to regular action, he 
has been completely put to the route: and after all 
he escaped from the field of battle, aud it was on¬ 
ly by the interposition of two hussars who alone 
accompanied him in his flight, and who fell by his 
side, that he was not taken. After all, general 
Morillo, this ferocious pacificator of South Ameri¬ 
ca, was surrounded m the centre of Venezuela, by 
his own incorrigible imbecility, or rather the ce¬ 
lerity of our movements. Such is the picture 
which the action of Calaboso exhibitedto the mi¬ 
litary world. . 

The rest of the royal army is cut off from 
their head quarters, and our troops are in pur¬ 
suit of them in all directions. Thus has been 
decided the fate of the republic without even 
the-formalites of a regular action. The impe¬ 
tuous charges of our cavalry have accomplished: 
every thing, and they alone fought at Calabosa * 
for excepting theism all battalion of Barcelonia, 
no other part of our infantry came into action. - 
The generals Serenio, Monegas and Paez, have 
distinguished themselves, and in three days action,- 
have added proud trophies to those which they 
had already acquired. ’ 

Our loss killed and wounded does not exceed 
20 men. Captain Brito is among the first, and 
among the wounded lieutenant colonels Melina- 
and Blanca. ‘ 

Head Quarters, in camp before Calaboso. 

C. SOUBLETTE, 
Chief of the general staff. 

BULLETIN. 

OF the liberating army 17tli Feb. 1818. 
General Morillo being penned up in Calaboso af¬ 
ter his defeat on the 12th, the dispositions of the 
liberating army were made to form a line ofeir- 
cumvallation so as to cut off all ingress or egress 
from the place, on three sides: and the head¬ 
quarters of our army was established at the vil¬ 
lage of Uastro. On the 14th at 12 at night the 
enemy made a silent march, and effected their 
escape through a natural defile, leaving their 
whole artillery, and a considerable quantity of 
muskets, ammunition, their hospital and various 
stores.—Morillo in his flight took the most dif¬ 
ficult mountain track, perhaps ever before trod¬ 
den, in the direction of Sombrero; on the morn¬ 
ing one of our out posts discovered their line of 
march, and the army was instantly put m motion 
in four divisions. On the fifteenth at four in the 
afternoon, a squadron of the cavalry of our van¬ 
guard, overtook a column of the enemy as they 
defiled on the plain of La Auriosa; a small squad¬ 
ron of the enemy's cavalry which covered the 
Spanish column attempted to arrest the move¬ 
ment, but without effect; their cavalry were 
charged with impetuosity and overthrown in an in¬ 
stant, and the infantry compelled to halt and form 
jin order of battle our advanced guard finding 
[the column top powerful for the attack by a 
small corps, resorted to the stratagem of skirmish¬ 
ing on its flanks and rear, so as to delay its march 
till our main force should arrive; but night com¬ 
ing on before our infantry could come up, and 
the enemy's column, had an opportunity to resort 
to the forests and the mountains and thus escaped 
during the night. 

The result of this encounter between our van¬ 
guard and the enemy's column, was their loss of a 
great number killed' and wounded, principally 
European troops, and many others have fallen 
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into our hands 4s prisoners. Our troops being 
better acquainted with the country, it was deter¬ 
mined to intercept 'hem by a short route. The 
pursuit was however continued the whole of the 
night of 15th, and on the 16th they were again 
■ overtaken at thg. passof, the Guarico, near Som¬ 
brero ; where our hussars ot‘ the van-guard again 
compelled the enemy to halt.and form. The po¬ 
sition which they selected was very judicious 
And formidable, traversing the only road which 
whs strait, and flanked on each side by positions 
calculated to favor ambuscades; the river and a 
perpendicular ravine were in their front j so that 
at first there did not appear any point by which 
they could be approached with 4 sufficient front 
to'make an impression; after a short reconnoiter- 
ing the plan of attack was determined: our in¬ 
fantry was formed into columns of attack,'and in 
spite of all the difficultias which the position pre¬ 
sented, they moved on- in a firm phalanx, the 
guard of honor of the supremo chief claiming the 
honortolead, which was cheerfully conceded, and 
they led en with an intrepidity worthy of- patri¬ 
ots and veterans; the battalion of Apure and 
Barlevento were formed into two columns, and no 
sooner had the first column entered the defile, 
than these two followed, and directed themselves 
against different points a most terrible action took 
place. The first column would have forced the 
defile inv the first instance, without the aid of the 
two columns reserved, had there not been some 
delay of the arrival of the cavalry at the moment 
appointed, where they were directed to act on 
the enemy’s rear; the leading column was there¬ 
fore obliged to wait some time for their arrival; 
bat the enemy impressed by the coolness and 
order of the leading column, found it necessary 
to retire ; which he did precipitately, leaving 150 
prisoners, and the ground covered with his dead 
and wounded; and continued his retreat by the 
route of Barbacoas, where he arrived the same 
night, and at this moment he is in rapid march 
by Comatagua. Such has been the precipitancy 
of his retreat, that his troops have no time for 
rest, and the European Spanish soldiers unable to 
sustain the fatigues, are found on the whole line 
of his route, exhausted and unable to march, ; 
surrender themselves our prisoners. 

The loss 6f the enemy since his retreat from 
Calaboso, exceeds 800 Spaniards, killed, wound¬ 
ed, and prisoners: the royal army has in fact 
disappeared, and those who. have survived the 
combats, ate destined to fall victims to hunger 
and fatigue—thus has perished another army of 
the tyrants, and the flag of freedom once more 
waves over Venezuela, without afoe to molest it. 

Our. losses in these actions are inconceivea- 
bly small, they do not exceed eighty men killed 
and-wounded, amongst the former colonel Pas- 
sopi, adjutant general, attached to the general 
staff of the army; the captain Arabello, and lieu- 
tenant Girardeau, of the guard of'honor; cap- 
tain Urbina, of the battalion of Barlavento, and 
captains Ramirez, and Bosalez, of the''regiment 
of Apure. ' Among the wounded are brigadier 
general Josea Anzoatique, commandant of the 
guards of honor; lieutenant colonel Ponce, major 
Gil, captains Tilones, Mixaries, Colmonaries, Na- 
rago, and Pulido, lieutenant Andara, sublieuten¬ 
ants - Melian, Saraga, Sanchez and Bustillez, all 
of the guard. The three latter are very danger¬ 
ously wounded. All the Llanos (plains) are free, 
the enemy is without troops,'without horses, witli* 


out supplies, and without public opinion—am) 
unable to defend the capital, towards which the 

liberating army is now directing its way. 15 
Head Quarters, at Sombrero. 

C. SOUBLETTG 

Cjiief of the ge neral staff of the arm. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



SOUTH AMERICA.: FROM THE PITTSBURGH GAZETTE. 

Weekly Visitor and Ladies' Museum (1817-1823); Aug 1, 1818; 2, 14; ProQuest 
pg. 217 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

From the Pittsburgh Gazette. 

As Soutli-Ainerica affords, at this 
time, the most interesting subject (or 
the speculation of the world, and as its 
inliabitants are engaged in a struggle, 
in which we must havejour sympathies 
particularly concerned, we presume 
\¥e shall be performing an office not 
unacceptable to many of our readers in 
ottering to them the following article, 
containing a slight sketch of the geo- 
irranhv of that country. Wo are the 
more impelled to do tins, as we con¬ 
ceive a greater degree of ignoranco 
prevails with respect to this portion of 
the western continent, than of any 
part of Europe ; and, as the short no¬ 
tices of news from them, which are 
daily published, tend very much to 
confuse the mind of a common reader, 
who at one moment sees an article 
from Venezuela, and at the next glance, 
something from Chili me.ets his eye ; 
by a natural operation of the mind the 
places are so perfectly associated, that 
the distance between them is entirely 
lost sight of. The geographies and 
charts themselves,publishcd.afewyears 
back,do not assist in removing this con¬ 
fusion, as many changes have taken 
place lately, both in their divisionBand 
governments. We have had recourse 
to some of the latest documents which 
have been published since the com¬ 
mencement of the revolution in that 
Country, particularly in a small work 
written by a South American, in 1817, 
containing a well written outline of 
the revolution of South America ; to 
this we refer our readers, as a tract 
well adapted to refresh the memory on 
the subject of the operations in that 
country sinee the year 1818. 

- South-Ainerica was divided into 
colonial governments under the names 


of Viceroyalties and Captain-General¬ 
ships. Of the former there are four, 
viz:—New-Grenada or Sante Fe do 
Bogota, Peru, Rio do la Plata, and 
Brazil. Of the latter there are two, 
viz:—Venezuela and Chili. The nor¬ 
thern portion of this vast country was 
formerly called Terra Fil ina; th is name 
seems to have latterly been sunk in 
that of Venezuela and Grenada. 

Venezuela, or as it is called in some 
good charts, Caraccas, lies along the 
eastern coast, aud extends from the 
northern point of the continent to 
French and Dutch Guiana, a distance 
of 1150 miles ; its breadth about 050 
miles. It is bounded on the east by 
the Atlantic Ocean, on the west by 
Grenada, on the north by the Carib¬ 
bean Sea, and on the south French and 
Dutch Guiana. It is divided into 
seven provinces, which in July 1811, 
formed a congress, and declared inde. 
pendence, under the name of the Uni¬ 
ted Provinces of Caraccas, Cumana, 
Barinas, Margaritta, Guiana and Ma 
racaybo. The principal towns, on and 
near the coast, are Porto Cabello, La 
Guira, Caraccas, Barcelona, Oumann, 
and Augustuca, on the Oronoke. It 
has one great river called the Oronoke. 
The island ol'Trinjdudliea off the coast 
of Cumana. The revolution is proba¬ 
bly founded on better republican prin¬ 
ciples here and in Grenada, than in 
any other part of the country. Tho 
people seem to he more a party in tho 
cause, and there is less of an aristocra¬ 
cy than exists farther to the south. It 
is very remarkable that the earthquake, 
(which happened on the 26th of March, 
1812, and which destroyed 20,000 per¬ 
sons in Venezuela,) by the aid of religi¬ 
ous prejudice, was made tooperate seri¬ 
ously against tho revolution. The 
priests seized upon it with avidity, and 
from tho circumstance of its happening 
on holy Thursday, a day held in great 
veneration by the Catholics ; and from 
its being the anniversary of the decla¬ 
ration of independence, they preached 
from the pulpit, thnt the revolution 
was condemned by the Almighty, and 
they denounced hi*, wrath on all who 
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favored it. General Simon Bolivar, a 
native of Caraccas, id at the head of 
the military department. He is rep- j 
resented as a very exalted character, 
and of considerable talents. Morillo, 
if he be alive, commands the royalists. 
He is drawn as a cruel tyrant, but of 
mil'iary abilities. Venezuela lies to 
the north of the equator, but entirely 
under the torrid zone. Its population 
13 800,000. Caraccas is the capital. 

New-Grcnada contains twenty two 
provinces. It lies on the Pacific O 
cean and extends from the northern 
point of Snutli-Amcrica to Peru, a dis. 
tance of about 1 180 miles ; is irregu¬ 
lar; on its south line it runs two-thirds 
of the way across the continent. It 
is bounded on the east by Venezuela. 
It contains ‘200,000 square miles and 
two millions A: an half of inhabitants. 
The capital is Santa I'e de Bogota; it 
lies under the torrid zone, and extends 
to the south of the equator. Bolivar 
was appointed captain general of Ve¬ 
nezuela and Nevv-Grenada ; hut Car- 
thagena, which we have included in 
this last province, but which has a 
junta of its own, refused to agree to 
the appointment. He may, however, 
he considered as having the chief mi- i 


| Peru joins New-Grenada on the 
' south. As no revolutionary junta has 
yet been established in this province, 
it only comes within the scope of our 
present purpose to say, that it has in¬ 
terfered with the operations of Buenos 
Ayres, by sending forces to suppress 
the patriots. It is a delightful country, 
bounded on the east by Amazonia, 
which is probably included in Brazil; 
on the west by the pacific ocean ; on 
the south by La Plata and Chili.—■ 
Like Egypt it is said never to be visit¬ 
ed by rains but this deficiency is made 
up by an uncommon dew which falls 
every night, for the refreshment of ve¬ 
getation. .Many fabulous stories are 
told of this country. It ib said that 
there is a river here whose waters are 
j as red as blood. A very fine wool is 
taken from the Lama, a singular ani¬ 
mal and the nolhern part produces an 
excellent wine. The Jesuits bark is 
taken from a tree, which grows in the 
mountainous parts of Peru. This is 
the only place in South-America where 
quick silver is found. Lima, the ca- 
[ pital, is amazingly wealthy. When the 
| viceroy, the duke de la Palada, made 
his entry into the city 1682, the inha¬ 
bitants to do him honor, caused the 


litary command of all the patriot for¬ 
ces north of the equator. Theclimalo 
is very hot, subject to continual rains, j 
and the northern part is extremely un¬ 
healthy. The soil is rich, and cover¬ 
ed with perpetual verdure. There 
were formerly rich mines of gold in j 
this province, but they are exhausted. | 
Silver, copper, and iron mines have j 
since been opened. The names of'j 
the provinces, composing this viceroy¬ 
alty at present, are Pamplona, Casa- I 
nare, Tunga, Socorro, Mariquita, Ciin- 
dinnmaroa, Antioquia, Popayan, Ney- i 
va, Choco, Carlhagena, Bio Haclia, 
Santa Manila, Panama, Veraguas, 
Quito.j Quixos, Maynas, Guayaquil, | 
Cuenca, Loxa and Jaen. The Istmus I 
of Darien, which separates North and j 
South America, connects this Province 
with Gualimala, the southern audiencia j 
of old Mexico. I 

iUuito vis formerly included in Peru-- 


streets to he paved with ingots of sil¬ 
ver amounting to seventeen millions 
sterling. It is, however, subject to 
dreadful earthquakes. 

The viceroyaltyof Buenos Ayres, 
or more correctly speaking, of La Plata, 
is supposed to be the finest climate in- 
the world. It is composed of twenty 
provinces, hounded on the north by 
Peru and Brazils, on the west by Chi¬ 
li, on the south by Patagonia, and on 
the.east by the south Atlantic ocean. 
The provinces are divided into high 
and low. The former situated on the 
Andes, are Moxos.Chequitos, Apoloba- 
ma, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, La Paz, 
Cochabamba, Corangas, Misque, Pa- 
ria, Charcas Postosi,t and Attacama ; 
the law provinces are Tarija,Salta,Para¬ 
guay, Tucuman,Cordova, Cuyo, Entre- 
rius, Montevideo, and Buenos Ayr et* 

f Postott. In »II the geogrwpbiee we bare seen, ie cr- 
oaeoutly included la Peru. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



The population of these provinces is 
one million three hundred thousand 
persons. They are remarkable fer¬ 
tile, producing cotton, tobacco, and all 
the articles which are common to 
North-America, south of a line drawn 
through Richmond and Nashville.— 
They are however, contrary to the 
rule prevailing in South-America, defi¬ 
cient in timber. Cattle of all kinds 
are very abundant; a horse sells for 
two or three dollars, a bullock for the 
price of his hide. The great river 
Plate, like the Amazon and Nile, an¬ 
nually overflows its banks, and enrich¬ 
es the country. 

The junta commenced at Buenos 
Ayres in 1810. San Martin, Artigas, 
and Rondeau, were appointed to the 
chief commands, to oppose the royal¬ 
ist forces from Montevideo on one side 
and from Peru on the other. Several 
changes have taken place, and many 
factions have arisen in the course of 
the few years that this revolution has 
been in operation: a more despotic and 
aristocratic disposition has been evin¬ 
ced than appears in the north. In 
1815 the congress appointed Puyred- 
don supreme director; he continued 
San Martin in tiie command against 
the royalists, on the side of Chili, and 
gave the commandof the Army against 
Peru to Belgrano. The congress, af¬ 
ter the surrender of Montevideo to 
their forces under Artigas, announced 
the independence of the provinces of 
Riode la Plata, in July 1810. Porlu- 
gal has shewn some disposition to ex¬ 
tend her territory as tar as Rio Plata. 
Since the emigration of the royal fami¬ 
ly, the question has been frequently 
canvassed. Montevideo was taken 
possession of by the Portugues in Janu¬ 
ary 1817. They will probably be 
checked by a revolutionary spirit 
which is evinced in Brazil, and which 
broke out at Pernambuco 15 months 
since. 

Chili is bounded on the north by 
Peru, on the south by Patagonia, on 
the west by Pacific, and on the east 
by La Plata. The principal provinces 
are Gopinpo, Coquimbo, Guasco, Quil- 
lota, Aconcagua, Santiago, Mellipilla, 


Valparaiso,§ Rancagua,Talca, Chilian, 
Laxa, and Conception. Its population 
is 800,000, and Santiago the capital.— 
Its climate and produco much the 
same as that of Peru, though it aflbrds 
a greater variety. 

The junta met in 1810. The usual 
scene of faction and intrigue took place 
until 1811, when the Carreras became 
the influential leaders. The viceroy 
of Peru availing himself of the discord, 
invaded Chili, and had considerable 
success at first.but soon after returned 
to Peru. Carrera became unpopular, 
and was displaced by the junta, to 
make way for O’Higgins, who was 
made commander. The Carreras then 
raised a party to oppose O’Higgin’s 
appointment, and a civil war commen¬ 
ced. The viceroy again attacked this 
province, and after various success, 
the whole captain generalship tell into 
the hands of the king’s forces, 1814. 

In 1817 Pan Martin was sent from 
Buenos Ayres against Chili, to prevent 
some anticipated offensive operations 
on the part of the Spaniards; he di¬ 
vided his forces into two bodies, ono 
under O’Higgins, and the other under 
Solcr; he attacked the royalivtsand 
after a severe engagement defeated 
them, taking thee aptain-general, Mar¬ 
co, prisoner. He assembled a congress, 
who, upon San Martin’s declining the 
office, appointed O’Higgins supremo 
director. 

The rest of South America is com¬ 
prehended in Patagonia,Brazil,and tho 
Guianns. Patagonia includes all the 
southern part of tho continent from 
Chili and La Plata; it is 1100 miles 
in length, and about 350 in breadth ; 
the country is entirely unsettled except 
by the aborigines. The country is 
colder than in the saino latitudes north 
of tho equator. 

Brazil is an immense country, em¬ 
bracing more than one third of South 
America. It lies on the eastern coast, 
and extends 2500 miles in length, and 
in the widest part, including the un¬ 
settled parts of Amazonia, about the 

■ 'Phiif is (he place where mir frigate, Ihe Ease*, w.ij 
ro shamefully ami cowardly attacked and taken by tl^> 
I'hoebC anJ £ hirub. 
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eame in breadth. A revolution broke 
out in Pernambuco, but was soon 
checked. The Amazon or Mararlon, 
the largest river in the world, runs 
through it, and empties into the Atlan¬ 
tic, under the equator. 

Guiana lies to the north of Brazil, 
i-.il, and is now owned by Venezuela, 
Bnglunii, an i luigal. llie part 
owned by the Kn-.-h-h was iiom 

tha Dutch andFreneh,undert''" names 
of Surrinam and Cayenne. W-‘ have 
heard of no political fermentation in 
these as yet. 
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South America and Mexico. 

SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

IVc have a variety of accounts from this interest¬ 
ing portion of the world which it may be useful 
brierly to notice. 

1. A letter from the bloody loriUo , to the cap¬ 
tain-general at Kavanna, dated at Jfompoz, March 
the 9th, details at considerable length, an account 
of a battle, which col. de la Coizada, one of his 
officers, had with the patriots, at Pie tic Cuesta, 
the latter end o? the preceding month. The for¬ 
ces of the latter, said to have been 3000 strong, 
under the chiefs Ilobiru, Timotin, Ricauste, Santam* 
der, &.c. are representetl to have been completely 
defeated, with the loss of 1000 killed 200 wounded, 
and 500 prisoners; among tlve killed there being 
40 officers, and 28 with the prisoners, with all their 
artillery and great quantities of arms and ammuni¬ 
tion—The loss of the royalists is given at only 150 
killed and wounded. Col. -de la Calzada also gives 
an account of his success in several minor affairs, 
and according to his statement the condition of the 
republicans in tills quarter are on the worst possible 
’ footing. 

2. A letter from Weil wood Hyslop, esq. of Jamal 

; ca, to a gentleman in Washington city, after giving 
^an account of his imprisonment at Carlhcgeva, when 
, that place fell into the hands of the royalists, ant 
'relating how through the intercession cf the acirrr 
iral he was tried bv a civil court instead of a ;uocf 


military tribunal. v.'Urrebv ids 
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ly saved—says, “I left Carthagena on the 2/ th of; 
April, at which date Morillo had got no further j 
than Ocana,and though there was a general silence 
in town, it was whispered that his progress was not 
so rapid as he expected. St. Fe of course had 
not fallen. The general congress was at Tunja, 
and since the execution of Amador and Ribbon, 
who had surrendered under a profnised pardon* 
the interior spirit had resolved to defend itself to 
the last. Morales with two battalions of Caraccas 
troops, had maFched for Venezuela, -where matters 
were changing much against Ferdinand; so that 
Morillo has no more than about 3000 men with him. 
Carthagena is garrisoned by the regiment of T*eon, 
about *650 effective and non-effective, (and I may 
add, disaffected men, from the want of clothing 
and pay,) and a battalion of Llanos, composed of 
about 550. I was a month in town before I sailed, 
and I assure you, those who remained, in hopes of 
abetter government under Ferdinand, find them¬ 
selves miserably mistaken. I believe I may say 
with truth, the spirit of the people is now more 
elevated than it ever was at any previous period.” 

3. It will be recollected that the patriot general 
Bolivar, and his gallant fellow whigs who escaped 
from murder when Carthagena fell, rallied in the 
island of St. Domingo* where they were hospitably 
received and kindly protected by president Pction. 
They sailed thence in 21 armed vessels and trans¬ 
ports, having on board 3500 troops, of which 1500 
were colored men furnished by Petion. They ar¬ 
rived at Margarita early in the last month (May) 
and having raised the blockade of that patriotic 
island, and given it all needful- supplies, they pro¬ 
ceeded for the Maine, first against Angustura, an 
important post on the Oronoco. Here it was ex¬ 
pected that Bolivar would receive such reinforce¬ 
ments as would enable l>im to beat the royalists in 
the provinces of Venezuela, and carry him in tri¬ 
umph to the walls of Carthagena, where some hard 
fighting was calculated upon; though it is sard that 
Morillo’s force was much dwindled away. The con¬ 
test, at least, will be sanguinary, as neither side 
look for quarter. 

The following is a copy of Bolivar’s proclama¬ 
tion to the people of Venezuela, as translated for 
the Baltimore Patriot r 

Simox Boitvah, captain general of the armies of 
New Granada and Venezuela, c>c. &c. 

Vt.xezclax i xxsr—This is the period of the re¬ 
public. The immortal island of Margarita, headed 
by the intrepid general Arismendi, has proclaimed! 
the independent government of Venezuela, and has 
supported it with the most exalted valor, againsi 
all the power of Spain. 

The remnant of our forces, dispersed by the fall 
of Carthagena, reunited in Hayti.—With them and 
with the auxiliaries of our magnanimous admiral 
Brion, we are forming an expedition, which from 
its elements seems destined to terminate forever 
the dominion of the tyrants over our patriot land. 

Venezulaniansl Your brothers, and your foreign 
friends do not come with a view of conquering you! 
their design is to fight for your liberty, to place you 
m a situation to re-establish the republic upon the 
most solid foundation.—The congress of Venezue¬ 
la will be installed anew, when it may be your wish. 
As the people of independence have done me the 
honor to entrust me with the supreme, authority, I 
authorise you to name your deputies to the congress 
without further convocation than the present, coll¬ 
iding to them the same sovereign powers as at the 
t.rst epoch of the republic. 

I tun not conic to dictate laws to you, but I be¬ 


seech you to hear my voice:—I recommend to yovt 
unity of government, and absolute liberty, that you 
may not repeat the commission of an absurdity and 
a crime; since we cannot at the same time be free¬ 
men and slaves. If you form but one mass of peo¬ 
ple, if you establish a central government, and if 
you unite with us, rely upon victory. 

Spaniards who inhabit Venezuela, the war of des¬ 
truction shall cease if you but say the word:—if not, 
we shall exercise just reprisal, and you will be ex¬ 
terminated. 

Venezulanians! fear not the sword of your deli¬ 
verers; vou are alwavs innocent in the eyes of your 
brethren. ' SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Head Quarters at Villa Norte , 

3d of May, 1816, 5 

4. MorillcCs desolation. —Some idea (observes Hie 
IVaslnngton City Gazette) may be formed of the 
bloody measures adopted by the agents of Ferdi¬ 
nand the 7th at Carthagena, by the execution of 
the following persons, who were put to death there 
on the 24th of February last: 

Manuel del Castillo, a brigadier general; Martin 
Amador, brother to the late governor of Carthage¬ 
na; P. G. Ribon, colonel ofthe republican army, com¬ 
manding at Mompoz; J. M. Portocarrero, a gen¬ 
tleman of one of the most respectable families of 
Santa Fe de Bogota, nephew to the marquis of St. 
George; S. Stuart, an Englishman of very good 
'education, and lieutenant colonel; Garcia, Toledo, 
Ayos, Granados, and Atigulano, of the most re¬ 
spectable families, employed in various departments 
of the government; Manual Auguiano, a brigadier 
general of engineers, father of a numerous family. 

5. We denied the probability, a few days ago, of 
the report that Santa Fe de Bogata, the capital of 
the republic of New Granada, had submitted to 
Morillo. It now appears he has never advanced 
further into the interior than Mompoz, which is but 
a short distance from Carthagena, compared with 
the distance to Santa Fe. This place is exceedingly 
unhealthy, said to be the most so of any in South 
America, and a fever is reported to rage among his 
troops of which a number die daily. At our latest- 
accounts from him, it was understood that the two 

! wings of his army were defeated by the republicans 
land the annihilation of his whole corps was speedi¬ 
ly expected. “Let the invaders perish /” His force 
had been reduced to 3000 men, and the troops that 
[were scattered through the neighboring provinces 
i would soon have employment enough with Bolivar 
and his army. 

6. Buenos Ayres. A letter from this city dated 
April, 22, says—“There is a congress assembled at 
Tucuman, consisting of members of the different 
provinces, and it is expected they will come out 
with a declaration of their independence ; in con¬ 
sequence of this the town was illuminated three 
nights, (by the way nothing very- brilliant.) Alva¬ 
rez, the former president, has resigned, and gene¬ 
ral BeUcasel appointed pro tcm. until there shall be 
one elected by the congress. It is said this resig¬ 
nation was in consequence of the government, on 
the other side, refusing to come to a friendly un¬ 
derstanding with this government, alleging they did 
not believe the director was anxious for a reconci¬ 
liation. Thus you see how fickle they are. The 
general on the other side, Artegas, has sacked San¬ 
ta Fe, a small place about 30 leagues up the river 
on this side; 300 men that were sent from here to 
oppose his operations joined him immediately on 
their arrival." 

The prececiftiggoes to shew the prevalence of the 
party feelings in. this section of the. country, which 
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we have frequently deplored. But a sense of com¬ 
mon danger will prchahly unite all parties ; for we 
2 earn by an arrival from Rio Grande “tlut an expe¬ 
dition, consisting or Portuguese arid Spaniai*ds, had 
arrived before JBvenos Ayres, with the intention of 
attacking the place and rescuing it from the hands 
of the patriots.” But it rather to be expected the 
expedition, (if one has really been fitted out) will 
first attack Mcnte Video. 

From certain official papers which we have seen, 
it appears highly probable, that the resignation of 
A’lvarez r as noticed above, will be attended with the 
happiest effects in bringing about a fuller and more 
complete union of all the people of the provinces 
than any event that has yet happened. So let it be — 
and “strength to the arm that strikes for freedom !” 


MEXICAN NEWS 

From the ^National Advocate .—We have received, 
the following from our correspondent at New-Or- 
leans. j 

The republican general Moreilos, made prisoner 
by the royalists, was carried before the tribunal of 
the inquisition, in the city of Mexico, and condemned 
as a heretic, atheist , deist, materialist, and for other 
crimes of the competence of ..the holy tribunal; he 
was also condemned by the arch bishop, degraded in 
consequence, and given up to the military tribunal, 
who condemned him to death, and lie was executed 
on the 22d of December last. 

It was in vain that.the republican government by 
many petitions addressed to the vice-roy Callejas, 
reclaimed, the observance of the laws of war; in vain 
did it seek to employ the^iniluence of the eabildo 
of the metropolis, to save at least the life of the; 
prisoner—the tyranny, superstition, and fanaticism,; 
which exercise openly their sway in tlve capital of 
the new world, sacrificed a most virtuous patriot, 
whose courageous valour had fixed the attention 
and merited the applause of the world; in such a 
manner that the services and exertions of five years 
consecrated to the safety of his country, will cause 
him to live forever in their hearts, and Ills name will 
he handed down to the latest posterity. 

The Mexican patriots, by a proclamation of the 
government and a circular 'to all the provinces, 
have solemnly sworn to revenge the death of their 
illustrious defender, protesting that they will al¬ 
ways hold the viceroy and 60,000 Spaniards wiio 
inhabit that immense countiy responsible of the 
blood of Moreilos. 

The arms of the republic shine even' where. 
Much blood lias been shed at Prado-dd-Rey. The 
royalists collected five thousand men to attack 


Vera Cruz, and put to the sword the escort of 205 
dragoons. 

Col. Pasos besieges the garrisons of Orizava and 
Cordova, and they are reduced to their narrow- 
entrenchments. After having overrun the whole 
province, and defeated all those who opposed him 
lie opened the prisons and set at liberty those who 
groaned in captivity. 

Col. Gomes has cut in pieces 1500 men wlw> were 
assembled around Puebla, after having defeated a 
division of 1000, which he met on the road from 
Mexico to Tesmelucan; and has since taken by sur¬ 
prise the latter, a place of great importance; not 
one escaped of the garrison, from the commander 
to the private. 

Marshal Osomc attacked and took the town of 
Apan. A division of 1000 men. which marched from 
Mexico against him, was obliged to retreat by 
forced marches on Monte-Alto; where the com¬ 
manders Ignacio Sanchez and Pascasio Herce had 
cut to pieces another division of 700 men. Col. 
Teran beat 600 royalists at Topexi de ia Sedas. 
Lieutenant colonel Guerero engaged an action at 
Disteca, (province of Oxaca) in which he defeated, 
in an instant, more than 1000 men by the sword and 
lance alone. 

The provinces are now occupied in the constitu¬ 
tional election of deputies to form the congress, 
which was before only provisional. This measure 
will put an end entirely to ’ the differences which 
tended to disturb the peace and union of the patriots. 
It will give to the legislative body that character 
which is necessary in order to merit the confidence 
of the people and other nations. 


-..hat position occupied by the patriots; twice they 
attacked and twice were their assaults repulsed 
vrith great less; not being able to succeed by open 
force, they had recourse to intrigue and seduction. 
.Joseph Maria Lascano, tlve lieutenant commanding 
'the force w hich defended the bridge, soLd himself 
to general Miyares for §18,000. Tiic garrison was 
■incorruptible; but seeing itself abandoned by its 
perfidious leader who had gone over to the enemy’s 
camp, it made dispositions for retreat which was 
f-ffecied without other loss than that of the artillery 
of tep heavy a calibre to be removed. By these 
means the royalists saw themselves masters of the 
'bridge, and passed with a rich convoy, which how¬ 
ever, did not arrive intact at Vera-Cruz. 

Many;skirmishes have t§ken place since, in which 
the rovalists were completely defeated- General 
Victorinas lately beaten them in the neighborhood 
of V era Cruz. Capt. Francisco de Paulo intercepted 
a coir, or-which was on its way from Albaradb to 
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SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

We have been politely furnished by a gentle¬ 
man who arrived in the Bay in the Buenos Ayroan 
brig .Palriota, (says the Baltimore American) with 
the following interesting information relative to 
the allairs in South America: 

“ On 1st of June inst. a Spanish squadron passed 
the Island of Margaretta, consisting of 20 sail and 
2500 men, under the Bourbon Flag, and anchored 
in Cumana, after plundering several fishing boats 
and pressing a number of fishermen and coinmit- 
tinguumerous other depreciations against the ci¬ 
tizens ; by the last account they had not disem¬ 
barked, as they were in an unhealthy state, and 
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finding that Gen. Arismendi was determined to 
dispute the ground with them. 

A few days previous to the sailing of Admiral 
Brion, from Pam pat ar, he received despatches 
from Gen. Bolivar, requesting two men of war and 
four gun-boats to enter the Oronoko in order to 
intercept the royal tyrants of Spain, which em¬ 
barked in some merchant vessels from the Gua- 
vanas previous to its capture, and now laying at 
Angostura, with all their riches, supposed to 
amount to four millions of dollars. 

Gen. Bolivar only awaits the answer of Admiral 
Brian, to .advance on Angostura, the only place 
that remains in the hand of the. tv rants in that 
quarter where there remains no doiibt of Ins 
snrf'essY 

Alt7.IT. 

. ? list and situation of the Rrjmhlican Armies of 
South America, in the Provinces of Venezuela 
and Guovana: 

General Simon Bolivar, at the head of the main 
nrmv, his head quarters at the Meza before An¬ 
gostura, besieging new and old Guayana, with 
the divisions under Generals Piar, Arismendi, Ce- 
deno, Bermudez, Valdez-strong about 7*000 men, 
infantry and cavalry. 

- General Paes with the armies of Lower Apure, 
about 6000 strong mostly cavalry. 

General Surasa, at Chavima, in the Province of 
Barcelona, rear of Caraccas, with cavalry and 
about 600 infantry. 

General .Monagas, in the rear of.Barcelona, with 
700 cavalry and 600 infantry. 

General Marino, in the Province of Cumana, 
with 2500 infantry ami 3d0 cavalry. 

General Uaxas, at Maturin, with TOO cavalry 
mid 200 infanlrv. 

7f AVT. 

,1 Ust of Vesseh under the command of Admiral Brion 
with a complement of 3500 men , destined for the 
Oronoko —sailed from Campano on the 6th of 
June . 1817 .— 

Sloops of war.—Congress, Indio, Libre. 

Brigs —America, Libre, Conquestador, Vali- 
<*nte, Terrible, Formidable, Carpolican. 

Ilerm aphrodite' Su p e r b e. 

Schooners —Centaur, Jupiter, Guerricrc, Brion, 
Gen. Marino, Tarta, Gen. Arismendi, Constitu¬ 
tion, General Carasa, Condor, Yengaiiza, Cone- 
sor. 

Shop Aurora. 

•‘Gun-Boats —St. Anna, Una Del SnaPcl Yailc, 
La Perla, Devastadora, Felix, St. Joseph, Yenga- 
dor, Gen. Piar, Pumillante, Invincible, lusur- 
gente, Ycnganza. 

Translated for the American. 

BULLET1X or TttK AHJIV AO A ISN'T GL'ATAXA. 

No. 8. 

The general in chief heaving of the enemy 
being informed that our forces were at such a dis¬ 
tance, might have landed in San Miguel del Puer¬ 
to de las Tab las, and beat the division stationed 
there to protect that place, marched rapid’y with 
the troops mentioned in the last bulletin—but 
notwithstanding his celerity he could not arrive 
till after the convoy of the enemy bad passed the 
Castles of the old Guayana. 

As'the object of his Excellency was to draw him 
towards the position he hart chosen, and to keep 
him at h distance from the strong holds and from 
the borders of Oronoko, in order to deprive him 
of an asylum and fresh reinforcements, he remain¬ 


ed immovable until thclllh, at 12 o’clock, when 
our advance observing parties, in San Miguel, 
were apprised of the approach of the enemy" to 
that place—whatever efforts the army could make 
to occupy the Grand Bank, situated between him . 
and that place, we never could succeed, because 
he had anticipated our arrival there : it became, 
therefore, necessary that the army should make 
ii movement upon the left, in order to take pos<~ 
session of the other bank, less spacious but 
equally level and clear—in executing tins manoeu¬ 
vre, the enemy, who was in front, formed him¬ 
self in close column, detached'SO hussars to mo¬ 
lest us in the rear, when his Excellency marched 
in person with a picquet of his guard, and checked 
them—our line of battle being formed, the various 
corps of the army were placed according to the 
following order: TJic battalion of the leeward 
under tbe orders of Col. Chipia, to the right; 
that of honor of the commander in chief under 
those of the Col. Salon in the centre—to the left 
that of the conquered Guayana, commanded by 
the Col. Torris : the cscaclron of dragoons by the 
general in chief, under the orders of the com¬ 
mandant Mina, to the right of the battalion of 
the leeward—the graduated Col. Hernandez, with 
that of Ghavaripa, to the left of that of the con- * 
qucrecj Guayana, and that of Cayeara in the re¬ 
serve, under the orders of the temporary com¬ 
mandant lliobueno. The hussars being driven, 
and our line established, the column of the ene¬ 
my, preceded by a guerilla of 180 chasseurs, 
and supported in his flanks by 180 horsemen, put 
itself in motion, turning obliquely in order to take 
us in flank by our left—then his Excellency gave 
orders to the army to file off by that wing in order 
to occupy the height of the bank, toward which 
the enemy was directing his march—on our arrival 
at the spot our left met the enemy at half gun 
Shot: it fronted him, made the first discharge and 
without tarrying and making another fire with fixed 
bayonet and supported by our centre, charged the 
front of the column. 

Our right attacked the left flank—the escadrons 
under the order of the Major General, attacked 
on the left, and his Excellency, with an cscaclron of 
his guard on the rear, where the enemy’s cavalry 
had taken shelter. The enemy stood this first 
shock with an admirable firmness, but annoyed 
by our bayonets, which began to penetrate, he 
began to retire slowly in the same attitude by his 
right flunk, and to give way to our t’Vo escadrons 
that had been repulsed; this movement increased 
the fury of our soldiers, they redoubled the charge 
the enemy redoubled also his efforts. There was 
never an action so much hazarded, and a resist¬ 
ance so well supported. For more than a league 
he continued his retreat, surrounded by our 
troops, who inseparable from the column, and bold 
with rage, destroyed' them with bayonets, safires 
and lances—the first files did the same with the 
2d, and 3d and the 4th, till at last the enemy dis¬ 
heartened, routed in every direction, and debili¬ 
tated by the great loss he had sustained, gave 
way; at that moment, clemency succeeded the 
fury, the scattered were collected and made pri¬ 
soners. 

Never was a victory more decisive—none has 
equalled it. The intrepid velocity with which 
our line marched, was such and so advantageous, 

I that it gave no time, to our artillery as. well as that 
of the enemy, which were both placed in the 
centre to. he discharged-—but what insured tin,-. 
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victory and terrified much, was the brisk .and 
continual attack made upon the rear of the ene¬ 
my. Our dragoons charged and if they were re¬ 
pulsed, his excellency, the general in chief, was 
falling upon them, charging them anew. 

The loss of the enemy was total and absolute, 
593 killed have been found on the field of battle; 
there are in our power 497 prisoners, amongst 
whom there are 2U0 Spaniards of the regiments 
of Barbnstro—Cxstclla, et Victoria; among the 
dead the chief of the Stall’, Don Estaban Dias, the 
commander of the column of Chasseurs, Don 
Sylvester Jorentes, commander of the. battalion 
oi’ Cachivi, Don Manuel Carmona, temporary com¬ 
mandant of the Hussars, l*on Juan Munon, the 
commander of the escadron of St. Majeo Jose 
Forralva. Moreover all the officers of the infan¬ 
try and cavalry were killed, with the exception of 
11 , who were made prisoners, of that number is 
the Ex-Governor of the province—Lieutenant 
colonel Don Nicholas Zerutli, who was taken pri¬ 
soner by the Major General Anzoategui, the ge¬ 
neral of the army, brigadier La 'Lorres, famous 
for his crimes and his robberies with which he 
has disgraced himself in the New Grenada, made 
Ills escape with fifteen or twenty cavalry, owing 
to the swiftness of the horses, but heaven has in 
store new punishments and ignominies for him ; 
we have taken 900 muskets with bayonets, an 
equal number of hats and cartridge boxes, a 4 lb. 
piece of artillery in good order, two boxes of 
grenades, 25,00C/ musket cartridges, a quantity of 
sabres and carbines, three standards, two clario¬ 
nets, eight caronets, eleven boxes of wad, two 
fifes, and all the equipages and horses. Our loss 
amounts to 31 killed and 75 wounded. Among 
the former are the worthy commander of our 
light, colonel Pedro Chipia, and the captain of 
Chasseurs of the battalion Conquistade Guay ana, 
graduated lieutenant colonel Jose Maria Landae- 
to, irreparable and severe loss ; they were both 
steady supporters of the Republic—two officers 
equally commendable for their prudence, activity, 
talents and valor—their memory will live forever, 
as well as the victory of the 11th, to which they 
contributed so much by their ell oris. Among the 
latter we have the 2d adjutant of the battalion of 
honor, Joaquin Moreno; one of the same rank 
of the escadron of Chaviripa, Manuel Lopez; 
and the-standard bearer of the battalion Con* 
quista de GHavana, Jose Olivero. The army has 
surpassed itself in valor—chiefs, officers and sol¬ 
diers, without distinction, fulfilled and did more 
than their duty. Above all, our brave and immortal 
infantry deserve a most particular recommenda¬ 
tion. The .ilucran and the Juucal were only fee¬ 
ble experiments of its intrepidity. Nothing can 
be compared to it, nothing can equal it. 

The surrender of the two Guay anas will be the 
result of this day; their feeble garrisons, afflicted 
with famine and plague, will not be able to resist 
any longer, being destitute of provisions, and 
without any hope of succor. It i.» more than 
probable that they will surrender, and the Ex- 
Governor Zenitti has offered it. His Excellency 
is disposed to receive favourably the capitulations 
they offer ; but if by a tenacious and obstinate 
blindness they intend to make a longer resistance, 
&n assault will render us masters of them. 

Head Quarters at St. Felix, April ]2. 1817. 

(Signed) PEDRO BAUD) TRIO. 

True Copy, L. Pmon. 
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Bolivar detached Marino, his second in com - 
mand, to march upon Cumana, and Piar, with 
1500 cavalry upon the Plains. Margarito, and 
other places, were taken, and great clemency 
shown by the conquerors to the Spanish troops. 
Thence they sailed and landed at Ocumarcs with 
2000 troops, where they were soon joined by 700 
of the inhabitants. They subsequently took pos¬ 
session of Cabrera and Maracay. Valencia (not 
tile city) was soon after evacuated, and the vic¬ 
torious independent army took the road to Garac- 
cas. This morning Ad.niral Brion arrived off 
this harbour and obtained permission to land for 
the purpose of having a conference with Admiral 
Kikkert, and brought the intelligence of Caraccas 
having surrendered to the Patriots. T.hc Spa¬ 
nish soldiers are daily deserting their monarch s 
cause to enlist under the banners of the Libera¬ 
tors—they declare that they are starving under 
the cruelty of their government, and wish no 
longer to he slaves. Previous to their landing at 
Carupano a naval action took place ; in which 
Don Mateo Deo Campo was killed ; Brion was 
slightly wounded,but is now perfectly recovered. 


Cu.nana ; General Piar reinforced by Generals 
Itnxas and Motiagas, become master of the plant* 
f llanos) advanced to Barcelona, and General 
Arismcndi with his victorims nrmy ocoooici 
Margarita. SIMON BOLIVAlv 


Phil.adel.imha, August 17. 

A narrative of the astonishingly successful ope¬ 
rations of the revolutionary army up to the 15:ti 
of July, has been received in this city. 

In the vailies of Aragussv the Patriotick army 
having taken the city of Valencia, the Pass oi 
Cabrara, the beautiful town of Maracay, and 
many other places; and being joined by S.iOf* 
combatants, was about to march to the capital oi 
Obthccs s 

The Royal Governor of Caraccas being threat¬ 
ened from another quarter, by a force of 2000 
men, despatched a vessel with 26.000 d mars, 
and two others ladened with provisions for the 
garrison of Puerto Cavcllo : unfortnuately for the 
representatives of the adored Ferdinand, the 
w hole were taken by Brsoo» Carthagcnian 
squadron, which blockaded La Gua\ia. 

Translated for the Democratic Press. 

Head Quarters at Occumare,? 

6th July, 1816. 3 

Simon Bolivar, supreme chief of the Re pub - 
tick and Captain General of the armies of 
Venezuela and JVcto Grenada, Syc 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE PROVINCE OF 

CARACCAS. 

An army, a numerous park ot ariiiiery, mus- 
Icsh aud am mum* ion arc now at my command 
to liberate you—Your tyrants shall be destroyed 
or expelled, and you shall be restored to your 
rights, to your country and to peace. 

The war of extermination carried on against 
us by oui enemies, shall cease on our side. We 
shall pardon those who may surrender even al¬ 
though they be Spaniards. Such of them as 
serve the cause of Venezuela, shall be regarded 
as friends, and consequent»y shall be cmplojed 
according to their nieru anil abilities. The hos¬ 
tile troops who come over t* us, shall enjoy all 
the benefits that the country can bestow upon its 

benefactors. . „ 

No European Spaniard shall be jut to death, 
unless in battle. No American shall suffer the 
least injury tor having joined the kings patty 
and committed hostile acts against his fellow 


South American Affairs. 

Extract of a letter from Curracoa , received 
by a gentleman in Baltimore, dated 1 3th 
July. 

“ Toe squadron under the command of Admi¬ 
ral Biiwn iuadkd its forces ai Carupano, whence 


citizens. , „ , 

After taking the capital, we shall convoke the 
representatives of the people to a General Con¬ 
gress, in order to re establish the government of 
the republick. 

While we are marching to Caraccas Gen. Ma¬ 
rino at the bead of a formidable corps, attacks 
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From the ll'ashington City Gazette. 
VEN EZIELiAN PROCLAMATION 
Simon Bouvar, chief supreme of the republic of 
V enezuelu, ca 'lain general of its armies and 
ihuse of New Gr^eaiia, &c. &tc. 

To the ])(!oj)lc of Venezuela. 

The Congress of Venezuela must fix the fate 
of so many years opposed and wandering repub¬ 
lic : Our minds will heal under (he shelter of a 
legitimate representation. It is nut by a vain o* 
tentation, nor to make my own apology, that I 
address you : i have served you, and owe you 
an account of my conduct 

When nature’s convulsions buried the people 
ef Venezuela under the heaviest dejection, gene 
ral Monteverde brought to nothing our new born 
republic Fearing rather ty ranny than death, I 
then bade farewell to the shores of Venezuela, 
and went m search of the war that raged against 
I he tyrants ot New Grenada, as the only relief 
to the pangs ot my heart. Heaven listened to 
noy vows and lamentations, and the government 
of Cartbagena inhusted to my ca t 400 soldiers, 
which in a few days liberated Magdalena, ai.d 
the greater part ot the piovince of Santa Marta. 
I afterwards marched to Cnenco, and there vie 
lory declared for our arms. Venezuela saw me 
appear upon its territory crowned with the fa 
vuurs of fortune. 

The Congress of New Grenada granted me 
leave to red -em my native country. 1 had soon 
the good fortune to re instate the authorises con¬ 
stituted in the first epoch of the republic tn the 
provinces of Truxillo, Merida, and Batinas. 
The capital of Garaccas received in its bosom the 
hrave G enadians. Puerto Cabelto, protect'd 
by its walls, attracted soon my attention by its 
resistance, and hardly gave me time to take nica 
suies to save trem dt^tcders the populous coun¬ 
try, we had wrested from the tyrants of 9pain. 

Salemou’s expedition gave new hopes to ihe 
Royalists ; and though d< leafed at Ruibulo and 
las Orincheras, infused such confidence to our 
enemies, that the plain fc the western part of Ve 


nezaela revolted almost in a sudden, the battles 
of Mosquitero and Araure, the western part and 
the plain. I hastened then from the field of bat¬ 
tle to the capital—I made a renunciation of the 
supreme power, and »he 2d of Jan. 1814, gave 
accunis to the people ot the events ol ihe cam¬ 
paign, and of my civil and military administra¬ 
tion : the people, all at ooce, answered with an 
unanimous voice of approbation, bestowing even 
the dictatorial power which I already exercised 
New reverses called lor me in the field, and af 
ter a bloody corfFct, l came from the field of 
Oaraboto. to assemble the representatives of the 
peopde, that they might constitute the government 
of the republic. Tie disaster of L. tpuerto buri¬ 
ed m confusion our i»ffl ted country, and nothing 
then could stop th« inunderbolts thrown against 
it by the wrath of neaven 

I march* d to New Grenada; gave accounts 
to the Congress of the success ol my commission ; 
Ihey rewarded my services, though fruitless, en 
trusting to me a new urmy of Grenadians and 
Vemzu^anos. Ca; thagena proved the grave of 
that a my, that wa* to restore life to Venezuela. 

I forsook every thing for the sake of the m tner 
country ; I voluntary chose to banish mysell that 
I might be useful to New Grenada &c Venezuela. 
Providence had already resolver! upon the ruin 
of those wretched legions, and delivered them to 
M >r:llo with his exterminatory bands. 

I sought alter an a*y un in a f-i^eigQ island ; I 
came in Tama co alone, h lp)e*>s and almost hope 
less. Though Venezuela arid New Grenada 
werelo-t ; vet l dorst mink ot expelling their ty 
rants The 1-lai d ot Hayti received me with 
hoxpilaliiy , the magnanimous president Petmn, 
lent me his protect u>n . and uod *r hi« auspices i 
formed an rxped ion oftbree hundred meo.com 
parabir to the com unions of Ix'omdas. Almost 
all of them have fallen .* yet ihe exterminatory 
army has fallen ai*o , three hundred patriots 
marched to dr*.troy ten thousand European ty 
rants, ami have succeeded. 

When I arrived at M o ganfa, a grnerul a»sem • 
lily elected me supreme ch ef ol the ; I 

had a mind to convoke ihe C.jngre**. I, in i f 
feet, convoked it a few months utierw ai ds • the 
events nt wai did not however permit me to ac¬ 
complish that w tsheri fop act of national w ill 

Fiee Guyana * Free the greater part ot Yene 
zuela : nothing hinder* us now from restoimg to 
the people iheir sovereign rights. Venezuelans • 
our arms have overthrown the obstacles, which 
tyranny opposed to our emancipation. In the 
name ot the delivering ar y I put you iri pos 
session ol (lie mj.-yinent .Ty ur imprescriptible 
rights; mi soidin s have suuglu to save their bre¬ 
thren, wives, ta hers ui d sons ; but did not fight 
to subjugate them. The Bimy of Yei ezuela on¬ 
ly imposes upon ynn the cond ti.»n, that you 
*h* uld keep ent.rc the sacied deposit of liheity , 
I impost* upon y ou another condition not less 
just and necessary to the attainment of that pre¬ 
cious state. Klt-c< tor your magistrates the most 
virtuous ot y our fellow citizens, and foi get. iI you 
can, in your choice, those who delivered yt u. 
For my part, I renounce for always, the power 
yt u have conferred upon me ; and I will never 
admu of any other but a rmhiary one, as long as 
lasts ihe unhappy war ol Yeuezutla. The first 
moment ot peace will be the last of my com¬ 
mand. 

Vcnezuelanos \ cast your eyes upon the post, 
shuuder at th■ • shoals which have uud me you—— 
wilhdi aw y i ur eyes Ironi the wohil monuments 
that recal to your memory pa.ntul losses. Think 
only «»t whui you are about to do, and penetrate 
w ell y ou; sclv es that you are all Vcuczuclanos, 


the sods of one sanne country, member* of 
same society, and citizens of one same rrnnM* 
The word of Venezuela is liberty and 
Our arm* conquered peace ; your 
give us liberty. 1,1 

SIMON BOUVar 
H. Q.uar. Angusto*-o. 22 d Oc 1818 
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[Selected for the Jfuscum from a late English JJ r oi*A\] 

SIMON 1101*1 VAR* 

This celebrated defender of South American independence was 
born at Caraccas, in 1785, and is of a noble and extremely rich 
family. He was sent at an early period to Spain to be educated, 
and when he had completed his studies, be went to Paris, where 
he was much noticed for his talent and learning, in all the best so¬ 
cieties of the capital. At Paris he was a constant attendant on all 
the public lectures. He contracted an intimacy with Humboldt 
and Bonpland, travelled with them for some time, and successively 
visited England, Italy, Switzerland, and a large part of Germany, 
to make himself acquainted with their customs, and the character 
of man, Returning to Venezuela, he was appointed a colonel in 
the service ol the newly established republic, and was sent to Lon¬ 
don on an important mission, the expense of which he himself de¬ 
frayed. When Bolivar came back, Miranda gave him the com¬ 
mand at Puerto Cabello, but the Spanish prisoners having risen 
and seized the fort, Bolivar was obliged to evacuate the town, and 
proceed by sea to Caraccas. 

After Miranda had capitulated with Monteverde, and resistance 
seemed to be at an end in Venezuela, Bolivar retired to Cura§oa, 
where he formed a connexion with Brion, by which he procured 
maritime co-operation. He then offered his services to the Con¬ 
gress of New Granada, and they were accepted. Finding that the 
Venezuelans were disposed once more to throw off the Spanish 
yoke, he obtained from the Congress a body of six hundred men, 
with which, in 1813, he penetrated across the Andes into Vene¬ 
zuela, and after several sanguinary actions, succeeded in wresting 
from the enemy the whole of that province, excepting the ports of 
La Guyra and Porto Cabello, in the latter of which Monteverde 
defended himself with the most obstinate determination. It was 
in this campaign that the guerra a muerte, or exterminatory war 
began, in consequence of the Spaniards having put to death some 
of their prisoners. The Spanish domination would now have been 
annihilated, had not Monteverde contrived to arm the slaves, and 
thus to spread insurrection over the whole extent of the country. 
Boves, Puy, Palomo, and others were at the head of these auxilia¬ 
ries to the Spaniards. The whole country was ravaged with fire 
and sword. Bolivar, who had been declared dictator of Venezuela, 
now marched against these new enemies, overthrew them in some 
encounters, and would probably have destroyed them had he not 
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divided his army, and suffered himself to be surprised by Boves, 
who defeated him in a decisive engagement. The consequence 
was, distrust and disunion among the republicans, and the com¬ 
plete triumph of the royalists, who showed no mercy to their an¬ 
tagonists. • Bolivar again retired to New Granada, and served two 
years under the banners of the Congress. 

When the Spanish troops, under Morillo, reached the South 
American coast, in 1S15, Bolivar threw himself into Carthagena, 
which he defended for a long time, till resistance became hopeless. 
He then made his way with part of his army through the besiegers, 
and retired to St. Domingo. Carthagena surrendered to the Spa¬ 
niards in December, 1S15, and by June, 1816, Morillo had re¬ 
duced not only the Caraccas, but also New Granada, the capital of 
the latter province having fallen into his hands. 

The spirit of resistance, however, was not destroyed. Aris- 
mendi drove the Spaniards from the island of Margarita, and Bo¬ 
livar arrived there with his forces, which he had recruited at Aux- 
cayes, and was soon joined by Brion. After some attempts on the 
coasts of Caraccas and New Granada, Bolivar and Brion ascended 
the Orinoco, and made themselves masters of Angostura, the capi¬ 
tal of Spanish Guyana. There Bolivar increased his strength by 
means of volunteers from Europe, and prepared to commence ano¬ 
ther struggle with Morillo. In 1817, he ascended the river Apure, 
and penetrated into Caraccas, as far as Calabozo, but after several 
hard fought battles, he was worsted in a contest near Ortin, and 
compelled to return to Angostura. 

Undismayed by these reverses, Bolivar changed his plan, and 
resolved to begin by the conquest of New Granada; an operation 
which was likely to succeed, as the enemy did not expect to be at¬ 
tacked in that quarter. Accordingly, embarking the whole of his 
forces, he ascended the Orinoco and the Mela, by a difficult and 
dangerous navigation. He thus penetrated into New Granada, and 
made himself master of Santa Fe, the capital, in August, 1819. 
This blow was decisive. He was joined by numbers, and had the 
resources of an extensive country at his command. Morillo in vain 
endeavoured to stop his progress. The country under his authority 
was gradually wrested from him by successive defeats and defec¬ 
tions, and towards the close of 1820, he concluded an armistice 
with Bolivar, in order to afford time to negotiate a treaty between 
the South Americans and the government of Spain. That armis¬ 
tice still subsists; and it is probable that the independence of New 
Granada and Venezuela will eventually be acknowledged. Thris, 
after a struggle of eleven years, the valour and perseverance of Bo¬ 
livar will be crowned with success, and he will indisputably have a 
claim to the title which was long ago given to him, of “ The Libe¬ 
rator of his Country,” 
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SKETCH OF THE POLITICAL CAREER OF SIMON BOLIVAR, 
President of the Republic of Colombia. 

Simon Bolivar, commander-in-chief of the Independent forces of 
Venezuela, and president of the Colombian republic, is descended from 
a family of distinction at Caracas, where he was born about the year 
1785. He was one of the few natives of the Spanish colonies who 
were formerly perntftted to visit Europe. After finishing his studies 
at Madrid, he went to France, and, during his stay at Paris, rendered 
himself an acceptable guest in its social circles by the amenity of his 
manners and his other personal recommendations; in the midst, how¬ 
ever, of all its distractions, his strong and ardent imagination anti¬ 
cipated the task which the future fortunes of his country might im- 
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pose upon him, and even in his twenty-third year, he contemplated 
the establishment of her independence. Whilst he was at Paris, 
Bolivar’s favourite and principal occupation was the study of those 
branches of science which belong to the formation of a warrior and 
statesman ; and he was anxious to form such connexions as might give 
a more perfect direction to his hopes and views. Humboldt and 
Bompland were his intimate friends, and accompanied him in his travels 
in France: nor did he think he had learned enough until he had tra¬ 
versed England, Italy, and a part of Germany. On his return to 
Madrid, he married the Marquis of Ulstariz’s daughter; and shortly 
afterwards, went back to America, where he arrived at the very moment 
when his fellow-countrymen, who were wearied with the oppressions 
of the Spanish government, had determined to unfurl the standard of 
independence. The talents, rank, and acquirements of Bolivar point¬ 
ed him out as the worthiest and best qualified among them to be plac¬ 
ed at the helm; but he disapproved of the system adopted by the 
Congress of Venezuela, and refused to join Don Lopez Mendez in his 
mission to England, which was connected with the interests of the new 
government. Bolivar even declined any direct connexion with it, 
though he continued a stanch friend to his country’s liberties. 

In March 1812, an earthquake devastated the whole province, and 
among other places, destroyed the city of Caracas, together with its 
magazines and munitions of war. Fresh troubles followed this ca¬ 
tastrophe, in which twenty thousand persons lost their lives; but its 
most disastrous result was, that it became a rallying point for the 
priesthood, and facilitated their endeavours to bring back a consider¬ 
able portion of their superstitious flocks to the ancient order of things. 
In their hands, the earthquake became a token of the Divine wrath, 
and, indeed, it was so manifest a token, as they alleged, of the indig¬ 
nation of Heaven, that the anniversary of the insurrection was the 
chosen day of its occurrence. The credulous mind was disconcerted 
and overwhelmed by these insidious representations; dissension en¬ 
feebled the Independents; and a succession of disasters overtook them 
on the approach of the Spanish general, Monteverde, who lost no time 
in attacking them whilst labouring under these disadvantages. Bolivar 
hastened to join Miranda, who had fought in the ranks of the 
French revolutionists under Dumourier, and had already unsheathed 
his sword in the cause of freedom. But Miranda’s efforts were un¬ 
successful, and he was obliged to retreat as far as Vittoria. Bolivar 
himself was unfortunate in his first attempts. He had obtained the 
governorship of Puerto Cabello, in conjunction with the rank of co¬ 
lonel ; but was compelled to evacuate this place, in order to save it 
from the destruction which impended over it, in consequence of the 
revolt of his prisoners, who had made themselves masters of its citadel 
and well-supplied ramparts. The loss of so important a position was 
deeply felt by the Independent army, though it did not weaken Bo¬ 
livar’s ascendancy. The Congress of New Grenada gave him the com¬ 
mand of a corps of six thousand men, which he led across the moun¬ 
tains of Tunza and Pamplona to the farthest extremity of New Gre¬ 
nada, on the banks of the Tachira. After putting some parties of 
Royalists to flight, he marched upon Ocana with the view of penetrating 
that side into the Venezuelian territory. Rivas, his second in com¬ 
mand, having reached him with reinforcements granted by the Con- 
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gress of New Grenada, he attacked his enemies at Cucuta, routed 
them, and despatched a detachment towards Guadalito under the orders 
of Don Nicholas Briceno, who levied more troops in that neighbour¬ 
hood, and then proceeded to occupy the province of Barinas. Bolivar, 
in the mean while, met with fresh successes at Grita, and seized upon 
the department of Merida: whilst Briceno, being defeated by the 
Royalists, fell into their power with seven of his officers. 1 his event 
afforded the Spaniards an opportunity of applying to their own colonies 
the same horrible system of warfare which they had practised in 
Europe, under the pretext that every means is allowable to repel ag¬ 
gression. Tilear, the governor of Barinas, ordered these prisoners to 
be shot, together with several other members of families of distinc¬ 
tion, who were accused of holding correspondence with the Indepen¬ 
dents. Bolivar, who had hitherto conducted the war with great for¬ 
bearance, was inflamed with indignation at these cruelties: he swore 
to avenge Briceno, his brother in arms, and declared that every 
Royalist who should fall into his hands should be consigned oyer to 
the vengeance of his soldiery. But this spirit of inexorable justice 
and retaliation ill-accorded with Bolivar’s character: the menaces he 
held out were, we are assured, never realized but on one single occa¬ 
sion, and that, indeed, at a time when the safety of his followers ap¬ 
pears absolutely to have required it. His army increasing daily, he 
divided it into two corps, one of which he committed to Rivas; while, 
placing himself at the head of the other, he advanced towards Caracas 
through the districts of Truxillo and Barinas. After several engage¬ 
ments, which terminated in their favour, the two commanders were 
assailed by the flower ot Monteverde’s troops at Gestaguanes; and the 
obstinate encounter which ensued was finally determined by the Spa¬ 
nish cavalry, who passed over to the side of the Independents, and thus 
gave them the victory. Monteverde then shut himself in Puerto Ca- 
belio with the remains of his army. On the other hand, Bolivar fol¬ 
lowed up his success, and invested Caracas, which capitulated by the 
counsels of a junta suddenly collected. The conditions which he ex¬ 
acted were by no means severe: he declared that no one should be mo¬ 
lested on account of his political opinions; and that those who wished 
to withdraw were at liberty to remove themselves and all they pos¬ 
sessed. Whilst Bolivar was entering the place, the governor made his 
escape, and embarked for La Guyra, leaving fifteen hundred Royalists 

at the conqueror’s mercy. t 

Monteverde, spite of the humiliating situation in which he was 
placed, assumed a tone of arrogance which could not fail to hasten 
the entire defection of the colonies from the mother-country: he re¬ 
fused to ratify the treaty presented to him, and declared “ that it was 
derogatory to the dignity of Spain to treat with these rebels. The 
disdain which the rebel general displayed was much more in character, 
for he confined himself to leaving the insult unnoticed. He was re¬ 
ceived with great enthusiasm at Caracas on the 4th of August, 1813. 

Marino, another commander, was equally victorious in the eastern 
provinces; and the entire region of Venezuela, with the exception ol 
Puerto Cabello, was rescued tromthe grasp of its oppressors. 

Bolivar, desirous of turning his success to the account of humanity, 
proposed an exchange of prisoners with Monteverde; who, regardless 
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of the disparity of numbers, was unwilling to lower his pride to Inch 
a compromise: he preferred applying the reinforcements which had 
reached him to a fresh assault upon the Independents, at Agua-Caliente. 
This assault recoiled upon himself: the greater part of his force was 
destroyed; he was saved with difficulty from falling into the hands of 
his enemies, and was carried to Puerto Cabello, severely wounded. 
Bolivar had hoped that this victory would have drawn the calamities 
of war to a nearer close; he again sent a flag of truce to the Royal¬ 
ists, accompanied hy Salvador Garcia, an individual whose virtuous 
character entitled him to the esteem of all parses. But Salomon, the 
new Royalist commander, proved himself to have inherited the impoli¬ 
tic principles and ferocious disposition of his predecessor: he ordered 
the venerable priest to be loaded with irons and cast into a dungeon. 
It appears as if the Spaniards had been anxious to exasperate men’s 
minds, and aggravate the horrors of a warfare, the principal miseries 
of which were ultimately doomed to fall on their own heads. Puerto 
Cabello, being vigorously attacked both by sea and land, was speedily 
reduced ; an event greatly hastened by D’EIuyar, a young soldier, to 
whom the Independent general had intrusted the operations of the 
siege. The citadel, however, refused to capitulate, though it was af¬ 
flicted with a disease, in want of provisions, and without the remotest 
hope of being relieved. In consequence of its obstinate resistance, 
Bolivar determined simply to invest it, and was deterred fcom attempt¬ 
ing an assault, which must have proved murderous, and might have 
miscarried. During this siege, a battalion of the Independents was 
attacked by a party of Royalists, and behaved so ill that Bolivar thought 
it right to disarm it; but a short time afterwards the battalion, eager 
to regain its lost credit, armed itself with pikes, and rushing on the 
enemy, plundered them of their arms and accoutrements, and used them 
for its own equipment. This achievement signalized the combat of 
Araure. The whole of the campaign of this season was eminently 
conducive to the prosperity of the Independent cause. 

The inhabitants of the province of Caracas, as is the case with all 
infant republics, were extremely jealous of the liberty which it had 
cost them so many sacrifices to acquire ; their mistrust was roused by 
the continued dictatorship which was exercised by Bolivar, who dele¬ 
gated it to his inferiors, by whom it was abused to a degree which fre¬ 
quently redoubled their apprehensions; and, although he had never 
himself applied his power improperly, yet his refusal to resign it on 
the requisition of the Congress of New Grenada engendered a spirit of 
discontent which met him even in the midst of his own followers. He 
perceived that this was the proper moment for divesting himself of 
his authority. A general assembly of the principal civil and military 
officers was therefore convoked on the 2d January, 1814; and in its 
presence Bolivar was resolved upon renouncing his dictatorial powers; 
after rendering a scrupulous account of his operations, as well as of the 
plans he had deemed it necessary to adopt. His power was tottering; 
but this proceeding gave it new vigour. The leading persons of 
Venezuela,—men whose patriotism was above suspicion,—Don Carlos 
Hurlado de Mendoza, governor of Caracas; Don J. Ch. Rodriguez, 
president of the municipality; and the highly respected Don Alzura, 
sensible of the necessity which still existed for the tutelarv superin¬ 
tendence of such a leader as Bolivar, were joined by their colleagues in 
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soliciting him to continue in the dictatorship, until the province of 
Venezuela should be united again with New Grenada. 

The Royalist party were, by this time, aware of all the difficulties 
in which their struggle against the Independent provinces was in¬ 
volved; and hoping for new allies in the slaves which peopled them, 
they sent agents secretly among them to organize their irregular bands. 
Among these emissaries were Palomo, a negro, who was a notorious 
thief and murderer, and a man of the name of Puy, who was abhorred 
in every quarter; in short, the persons pitched upon for the purpose 
were every way worthy of their mission and the object it proposed. 
The new plot was revealed to Bolivar by some intercepted despatches; 
though it was not in his power wholly to prevent its execution. Any 
country that has long been the theatre of war, must contain numbers 
who are ready for plunder and devastation, particularly when they can 
put on the false mask’of a pretended “good cause;” the activity of the 
Independent general did not long permit them to pursue their ill de¬ 
signs with impunity. The execrable Puy, who was far more blood¬ 
thirsty than any of his comrades, repaired to Barinas, where, fearing 
that its inhabitants would rise en masse against him, he seized and shot 
five hundred of them. The remainder owed their rescue entirely to 
the sudden appearance of Bolivar on the spot. In a few day9 the Roy¬ 
alist agent again fell upon the town, and massacred the remnant of his 
victims. Exasperated by the infamous conduct of his adversaries, Bo¬ 
livar assumed a character totally foreign to his generous principles and 
habits, and ordered eight hundred Royalists to be shot. This severe 
retaliation occasioned the death of the Independents who were impri¬ 
soned in Puerto Cabello; but whom the Governor had hitherto spared. 
In the midst of these shocking scenes, Bolivar was eagerly prosecuting 
a more honourable warfare: he routed one of the principal Royalist 
commanders near the Tuy, whilst Rivas was obtaining minor advan¬ 
tages over the motley horde commanded by Rosette, a mulatto; and 
Yanez, a Royalist partisan, was totally defeated at Ospinos, and pe¬ 
rished on the field of battle. Rosette, and ‘Boves, another Royalist 
leader, were not, however, to be discouraged by these reverses; they 
were strengthened by considerable reinforcements, and immediately 
resumed the offensive, by marching to Caracas and attacking Bolivar 
himself. Here he was so ably seconded by Marino and Montilla, that 
he completely defeated the Royalists at Bocachica; and being joined 
by Urdaneta and Morino on the 28th of May, he obtained another signal 
victory over the Spaniards, who were under the command of the gallant 
Cagigal. These repeated successes were unfortunately the occasion 
of disaster to the Independents; for their over-eagerness in the pursuit 
of their foes led the respective generals to separate, and Bolivar was 
consequently attacked in an unfavourable position in the plains of Cura, 
where the Spanish cavalry had ample space for operations: the Inde¬ 
pendents fought manfully for several hours, but were at last obliged to 
resign the contest. This victory reanimated the hopes of their oppo¬ 
nents ; and Cagigal, Boves, and Calzadas, having effected a junction, 
menaced Marino’s division, which was compelled to retreat before far 
superior numbers into Curaana. The reverses which now attended 
the Independents’ operations led to consequences in the highest degree 
disastrous. The people, being deprived of the benefits which induced 
them to approve or tolerate a military government, began to discern its 
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disadvantages, and were become sensible, that the very rapidity of 
military movements, and the arbitrary measures which follow in their 
train, were irreconcilable with the spirit of liberty. They soon learned 
to look, upon the ill-success of those who fought in defence of that 
liberty with an eye of indifference. These impressions incapaci¬ 
tated the Republicans from recruiting their forces at this period. 
They were obliged to raise the siege of Puerto Cabello and embark 
for Cumana, where Bolivar arrived with the shattered remnant of his 
forces. The Spaniards reentered La Guyra and Caracas, and the in¬ 
habitants of Valencia, notwithstanding a gallant defence, were forced 
to capitulate. The conquerors have been charged with violating the 
terms of this surrender, and putting the eloquent Espejo and other 
officers of the garrison to death, after the town had surrendered. A 
short time before all these reverses, a young man, who was descended 
from one of the first families of Santa Fe, had hallowed the cause of 
independence by an act of devotion which is well worthy of being 
handed down to posterity. Ricante was in command of the fort of 
San Matteo, and an action was contesting at some distance from 
it. One of the Royalist chiefs determined to make himself master of 
the fort, the garrison of which was extremely scanty, and made his way 
towards it at the head of a strong detachment. Ricante, perceiving 
that resistance was useless, sent away all his soldiers, who joined their 
countrymen on the field of battle. The Spaniards, conceiving the fort 
to be evacuated, entered it without opposition; hut the gallant youth, 
setting fire to the powder, buried himself and his enemies beneath the 
ruins of a post which he was unable to defend l 
It was not in the power of adversity to shake the dauntless patriot¬ 
ism of Bolivar; he reappeared at the head of a considerable force in 
the province of Barcelona, and was doomed to experience fresh re¬ 
verses in the unfortunate conflict of Araguita; whence his next move¬ 
ment was to embark for Carthagena, where he might devise the means 
of restoring the tottering fortunes of his country. Rivas and Bermu¬ 
dez, in the mean while, had taken up positions which enabled them to 
keep together the troops under their command, and were in a short 
time joined by many who were determined not to succumb under the 
Spanish yoke, or were hopeless of escape excepting from the success 
of a cause wnich they had openly espoused. Morales and Boves made 
several fruitless attempts to overcome them, until, their ranks being 
considerably increased, they were in a situation to act with decision; 
which they did, by attacking and defeating them at Urica, on the 5th 
of December, and then occupying Mathurin, which had been the head¬ 
quarters of the Independents. Rivas was taken prisoner and shot. 
whilst Bermudez took refuge in the island of Margarita, where he re¬ 
mained until the arrival of the Spanish general Morilio. When the 
expedition under the orders of this celebrated commander approached 
to lay siege to Carthagena, Bolivar quitted it, and repaired to Tunja, 
where the Congress of New Grenada was then sitting. Here he put 
himself in motion with a few troops, and made himself master of Santa 
Fe de Bogota; from whence he marched towards Santa Martha, in 
his attempt on which he was foiled through the jealousy of Don M. 
Castillo, the governor of Carthagena. Enraged at the refusal of the 
reinforcements which the Congress had assigned to him, he was on the 
eve of entering Carthagena sword in hand, when he found that 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



rillo had begun operations against that important post. Bolivar now 
dismissed every feeling of resentment from his mind, united his troops 
to those of the garrison, and set sail for Jamaica, from whence, he 
trusted, he would be enabled to return with forces adequate to effect 
the raising of the siege; but the failure of pecuniary resources crippled 
his efforts and prevented his arriving in time to save Carthagena from 
falling into Spanish hands. This place had undergone the most lament¬ 
able sufferings: and its very conquerors were deeply affected at the 
misery to which famine and disease had reduced its brave defenders; 
who evacuated it on the 6th of December, 1815, after spiking the 
guns, embarked in thirteen vessels, and, forcing their way through the 
enemy’s gun-boats, made for Aux Cayes. 

The hopes of the Independents seemed now at their last gasp. 
Their enemies in the old world, the enemies of freedom in all hemi¬ 
spheres, thought it strange that the Americans should conceive the 
idea of possessing a country of their own. America had witnessed her 
worst reverses, emerging from her most signal successes; and Spain, 
in her turn, beheld her victorious career in a foreign clime pregnant 
with the ultimate ruin of her hopes. She would have thought her 
triumph incomplete had she refrained from humbling the vanquished; 
and forgot that her arrogance might estrange those colonists who had 
hitherto adhered to her cause. The encouragement which these new 
allies held out to them, excited the indefatigable warriors, whom the 
fatal rout at Urica had not tamed into submission, to form themselves 
into corps of guerillas, and place themselves under the command of 
Monagas, Zaraza, and other chiefs. A short time demonstrated the 
formidable character which such bodies may assume ; the suddenness 
of their incursions, and the rapidity of their movements, justly entitled 
them to the appellation of u The Tartars of America ,” and enabled them 
to rekindle the dying embers of their liberties. Arismendi, after va¬ 
rious successes, took possession of the island of Margarita; and Bolivar, 
skilfully availing himself of this fortunate turn of affairs, lost no time 
in hastening the equipment of an expedition which was collecting at 
the expense of some private individuals. Among these was Brion, a 
man of large property, whom none could exceed in devotion to the 
cause of freedom : to him was intrusted the command of two ships of 
war and thirteen transports, which composed the naval force of this ex¬ 
pedition. Towards the close of March 1816, Bolivar, who had been 
joined by two battalions of black troops, from Petion, the Haytian pre¬ 
sident at Port au Prince, set sail with his little army. On his way, he 
captured two vessels under Spanish convoy, one of them a king’s ship, 
of 14 guns and 140 men, after an action in which Brion was wounded; 
he afterwards disembarked at Margarita, and drove the Spaniards from 
every part of the island, excepting the fort of Pampatar. At Carupano 
he strengthened his force with several corps of guerillas, and compelled 
the Spaniards to evacuate that post; thence he marched to Occumare, 
where, after resting his troops at Choroni, he left his advance, under the 
command of Mac Gregor, who made himself master ofMara^ay and the 
Cabrera. The future depended on instant energy and decision; and 
Bolivar circulated a strong manifesto throughout the province of Ca¬ 
racas, in which he developed his intentions, and strove to rekindle the 
dormant patriotism of those for whose sake he had once more hoisted 
his standard. This manifesto, instead of awakening the enthusiasm which 
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it ought to have inspired, served but to rouse the apprehensions of the 
sordid-minded. In vain had the general himself led the way, by en¬ 
franchising his negroes, and ranging them as volunteers under the ban¬ 
ners of liberty; the principal colonists were more alarmed by the fear 
of losing their slaves, than anxious to be avenged of the Spaniards, 
and betrayed their own cause in their eagerness to preserve their rich 
plantations. The opposition which ensued was productive of the most 
disastrous consequences. Bolivar, calculating on the co-operation of 
the inhabitants, had weakened himself, by leaving Mac Gregor in 
another province; he was consequently incapable of sustaining the 
assault of the Spaniards under Morales, and after an obstinate resistance, 
in which he lost his best officers, was forced to retreat in disorder. 
The two Haytian battalions gallantly covered the retreat of their bre¬ 
thren in arms; whilst those of them who escaped the sword of their 
adversaries, found a miserable grave where they had expected a gene¬ 
rous asylum; being pitilessly butchered by their own countrymen, in 
whose defence they had ventured their lives. On the other hand, Mac 
Gregor, unable to contend single-handed against the victorious Spa¬ 
niards, was compelled to retire to Barcelona; which he succeeded in 
gaining, though harassed on all sides by light troops. 

Arismendi was more fortunate in his operations: as his position was 
more favourable^ he laid hold of Pampatar, left not a Spaniard remain¬ 
ing in Margarita, and embarked with a part of his force for Barcelo¬ 
na, where the Independent troops were to form a junction. At this pe¬ 
riod, Bolivar, who was anxious to resume the offensive with greater 
effect, set out from Aux Caves, where, it is asserted, he escaped assassi¬ 
nation in consequence of a mistake made by a Royalist emissary, who 
stabbed the master of the house in which Bolivar resided, instead of 
the general himself. On his arrival in Margarita, Bolivar issued a- 
proclamation, convoking the representatives of Venezuela in a Gene¬ 
ral Congress; and thence passed over to Barcelona, where he esta¬ 
blished a Provisional Government. Morillo now advanced to this place, 
with four thousand men, supported by his whole naval force, and on the 
15th of February, 1817, paid dearly for a temporary success he gained 
over his antagonist, who rendered it entirely useless by setting fire to 
his own ships. The 16th, 17th, and 18th, were occupied in a despe¬ 
rate conflict, which terminated in Bolivar’s obtaining possession of the 
enemy’s camp; though the struggle so completely crippled him, that 
he was unable to pursue the Spaniard, before he was reinforced by a 
considerable detachment. Morillo, who had suffered greatly during 
his retreat, was met and defeated by General Paez in the plains of 
Banco-Largo. Other successes attended the Independent forces under 
Piar, in the district of Corona, as well as in Caycara* under Zaraza, 
who had raised a force much needed by his party, by breaking in the 
wild horses of America for his cavalry. 

Bolivar, having been chosen supreme director of Venezuela, towards 
the close of this year (1817) fixed his head-quarters at Angostura, 
where he was enabled to organize the civil and military affairs of his 
government. On the last day in December, he took his departure, 
with two thousand horsemen and two thousand five hundred foot; as¬ 
cended the Orinoco, was joined on his route by Generals Cedeno and 
Paez; and after a march of two-and-forty days, appeared before the 
ramparts of Calobozo, three hundred leages from Angostura. After 
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several engagements, which were fought on the 12th of February, 
1818, and the two subsequent days, he forced Morillo to abandon that 
place; he pursued and attacked him on the 16th and 17th, at Sombre¬ 
ro, whence he compelled him to take refuge in Valencia. The ex¬ 
haustion and diminution of his own troops, after such a series of hard 
fighting, as well as the necessity of providing against any operations in 
his rear, induced him to desist from farther pursuit, and detach Cedeno 
and Paez to take possession of San Fernando de Apure. His force 
being thus reduced to one thousand two hundred cavalry and about five 
hundred foot, Morillo suddenly attacked him on his advance to San 
Vittoria, near Caracas. A continued conflict was thence kept up from 
the 13th fo the 17th ofMarch, at La Cabrera, Mara$ay and La Puerta; 
during which the Spanish commander was ivounded. Cedeno, as well 
as Paez, who had received some reinforcements from England, now 
rejoined Bolivar, who, on the 26th, became the assailant in his turn, 
attacked the heights of Ortiz, and carried the Spanish position, which 
was defended by La Torre. The enemy, however, in his retreat, di¬ 
rected his march on Calobozo, and captured it on the 30th of the same 
month. On the 17th of April, Bolivar narrowly escaped from being 
delivered up to the Spaniards by one of his own officers; for this vil¬ 
lain, a Colonel Lopez, made his way with twelve men to the spot where 
his general was reposing, and scarcely gave him time to get away in 
an almost naked state. 

No sooner had Bolivar rejoined his corps, than he was vigorously 
assailed by Antonio Pla, a Spanish officer, who cut off four hundred of 
his men. Some days afterwards, Morillo, having collected the garrisons 
of several places, effected a junction with La Torre, and on the 2d of 
May, attacked Paez, in the plains of Sebanos de Coxedo: the conflict 
which ensued was equally disastrous to either party, and put an end to 
the campaign in the interior of the country. Some of Bolivar’s offi¬ 
cers had, in the mean while, laid hold of several places on the coast: 
Marino had possessed himself of Cariaco, whilst Admiral Brion, after 
dispersing the Spanish flotilla, and sending some pieces of artillery, 
ten thousand musqucts, and other warlike stores, up the Orinoco, sur¬ 
prised the post of Guiria, on the 30th of August. 

On the 15th of February, 1819, Bolivar presided at the opening of 
the Congress of Venezuela at Angostura; where he submitted the plan 
of a Republican Constitution, and solemnly laid down his authority: 
though a strong representation of the exigencies of the times was again 
pressed upon him, and became his inducement to resume it. Availing 
himself of the rainy season to reorganize his forces, he set out on the 
26th of February towards New Grenada in search of Morillo, who 
had selected tlie Isle of Achagas, which is formed by the Apure, as an 
impregnable position. The Royalist troops in that province had been 
routed by General Santander, and Bolivar anticipated that their coali¬ 
tion would decide the fate of the campaign: when, therefore, he had 
been reinforced by two thousand English troops, and had defeated La 
Torre, he used every exertion to this end, and succeeded in effecting the 
junction on the 13th of June. After receiving deputations from sev¬ 
eral towns of New Grenada, he resolved upon attempting the pas¬ 
sage of the Cordilleras. Fatigue and privations of every kind were 
endured with exemplary fortitude in the advance of his forces through 
this wild, precipitous, and barren region, where they lost their artillery 
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apd most of their equipments, although they succeeded in reaching the 
neighbourhood of Tangia in the valley of Sagamoso on the 1st of July. 
They found its heights occupied by three thousand five hundred Span- 
iards: these were instantly attacked by Bolivar, and completely over¬ 
thrown ; the resfilt placed Tunja in his power. The battle of Boyaca a 
few days afterwards gave him possession of Santa Fe. These two vic¬ 
tories achieved the deliverance of New Grenada, and were accompanied 
by the surrender of Barreyro, the Spanish commander-in-chief, and the 
remnant of his army, together with all their arms, ammunition, horaes, 
artillery, &c. “ The advantages (observes Bolivar in his official de¬ 
spatch) are incalculable which will result to the cause of the Republic 
from the glorious victory of yesterday. Our troops never triumphed 
more decidedly, and have seldom engaged soldiers so well disciplined, 
and so ably commanded.” In Santa Fe, from which Samano, the viceroy, 
had scarcely time to escape, Bolivar found a million of piastres, and 
resources of every description; but more than this, he was joined by 
a host of recruits, and enabled effectually to repair the losses he had 
sustained both in the battles he had gained, as well as in the hardships 
he had encountered in crossing the mountains. The province, which 
he had so signally emancipated, hailed him with enthusiasm as its 
deliverer; he was nominated President of New Grenada at Santa Fe, 
and in his proclamation of the 8th of September following he com¬ 
plied with the public voice by reuniting this province with Venezuela. 

Inaction was ill-suited to his disposition and the auspicious circum-' 
stances of the moment; but before he embarked in a new enterprise 
he nominated General Santander as vice-president, proposed an ex¬ 
change of prisoners to Samano, regulated every thing that concerned 
the administration of the government, and made a levy of five thou¬ 
sand men. Having so done, he resumed his route to Angostura. 

The fame of his successes had reawakened universal confidence 
throughout the province of Venezuela; his advance across that country 
resembled a triumphant progress; and the 17th of September, 1819 
crowned the great and dearest wish of his heart,—that the two pro^ 
vinces should form one undivided commonwealth; to which the Con¬ 
gress attached the title of fcl Republic of Colombia .” A new capital 
was ordered to be constructed, which should be known to after ages 
by the illustrious name of Bolivar: in the interim, the provisional seat 
of the General Congress was directed to be fixed at Rosario-Cucuta. 
Seven days had scarcely elapsed before Bolivar was again in motion at 
the head of the most formidable army which the Independents had 
hitherto mustered; and the flames of intestine discord being extin¬ 
guished, the promise of a happy and unclouded futurity dawned upon 
the fortunes of Colombia. Such indeed was the general spirit of ani¬ 
mosity prevalent at this moment against the Spanish government, which 
had endeavoured 10 prop its declining authority by acts of the most 
atrocious cruelty, that the people eagerly joined his standard Irom every 
quarter. The prospect of peace seemed no longer a dream, and the 
true friends of American liberty lent themselves to it with eager sin¬ 
cerity. On the 5th of January, 1820, Bolivar made himself master 
of Calobozo, and this was afterwards followed by a series of memorable 
advantages over his opponents; but no sooner was he informed of the 
favourable change which had taken place in the mother-country in 
the commencement of 1820, than be made proposals to Morilio lor the 
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purpose of terminating a contest which had involved both nations in 
so long a course of bloodshed and calamity. The Spanish general 
listened joyfully to these overtures; commissioners on both sides were 
despatched to Truxillo, and speedily agreed to an armistice, by which 
Spain recognised Bolivar as president, or supreme chief of Colombia. 
In vain did Morillo’s delegates endeavour to secure an acknowledgment 
of the sovereignty of Spain over the two provinces; the Independents 
would neither listen to their representations, nor subsequently to those 
of Morillo himself. During the continuance of these negotiations, both 
commanders appeared to entertain sentiments of reciprocal esteem and 
admiration ; nor could a more signal proof be given of the confidence 
which each of them placed in the honour and integrity of his late an¬ 
tagonist, than that they twice passed a whole night together within 
the same chamber at Truxillo. 

On the conclusion of the armistice, in November 1820, the two 
armies retained the respective positions they had occupied previously 
to it, on the banks of the Unare and Guanare; but Morillo shortly 
afterwards returned to Spain, leaving La Torre in command of the 
Spanish forces, and about the same time the Independents despatched 
M. Zea and two other commissioners to Madrid with a view to bring 
about a final pacification between the two governments. The con¬ 
stancy with which the Colombians insisted upon an unreserved recog¬ 
nition of their independence, would probably, at all events, have ren¬ 
dered every attempt at such a pacification abortive: in spite, however, 
of this barrier, the Madrid negotiations lingered on until the intelli¬ 
gence of the rupture of the armistice broke them off. On the 10th of 
March, 1821, Bolivar announced to La Torre, that he would, in conform¬ 
ity with the terms of the armistice, renew hostilities on the 28th of April 
ensuing; being forty days after the notification he then made. The 
privations to which his army was exposed in their cantonments, and 
the great mischiefs which were accruing to the cause of Independence 
by the continuance of the armistice, were the principal motives which 
he assigned for adopting this course. In the beginning of May, there¬ 
fore, Bolivar took the field with a force of upwards of eight thousand 
men, which he divided into three corps, respectively commanded by 
generals Paez, Cedeno, and Anzoategui. These divisions advanced 
by separate routes to the plains of Tinaquillo, where they formed a 
junction on the 23d of June, and then advanced towards Calobozo, 
where the Spanish head-quarters were fixed. In their advance the 
Independent army bad to penetrate through a narrow precipitous defile 
in the mountains. The leading division was that of general Paez, who 
was at the head of the battalion of British troops, the battalions called 
« The Bravos of the Apure,” and a corps of thirteen hundred horse. 
The position occupied by the Spaniards was one of great strength ; 
the heights, commanding the only pass by which it could be approach¬ 
ed were crowned with artillery; and the pass itself did not, in many 
places, admit of more than one person advancing at a time. At eleven 
in the morning of the 24th, Paez’s division defiled in front of the 
enemy, under a heavy fire from the heights: and without waiting the 
advance of the other divisions, its gallant leader, as if impatient of 
dividing the victory with his brave colleagues, determined on an im¬ 
mediate assault of the Spanish position. In spite of the superior ad¬ 
vantages, which numbers and strength of position afforded, his enemies 
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were, in the short space of half an hoar, driven from their intrench- 
ments with great slaughter by the valour and impetuosity of his troops, 
whose assault he led in person. Stores and artillery were alike aban¬ 
doned by the vanquished, and victory smiled on the cause of freedom 
before the second division could arrive to share in its achievement: a 
few of its Tirailleurs alone had come up, and at their head Cedeno im¬ 
patiently placing himself, rushed upon a square of Spanish infantry, 
in the midst of which he and the greater part of his companions found 
a glorious death. The British troops distinguished themselves highly 
on this occasion, and, indeed, were the principal instruments of this 
brilliant victory: nor was Bolivar slow to recognise their good con¬ 
duct : he conferred upon the remnant of the battalion of which they 
consisted, the title of “ Battalion of Calobozo,” and on the surviving 
heroes, both officers and privates, the decoration of the order of Libe¬ 
rators. The Spaniards, after losing one half of their force in this deci¬ 
sive conflict, fled with dismay in the direction of Puerto Cabello. 

The independence of this portion of the American continent was 
the happy consequence of the battle of Calobozo, and the first fruit 
which it yielded was the retaking of Caracas: whence Bermudez, 
who had already once captured it in the course of the campaign, had 
been almost immediately afterwards driven out by Colonel Pereyra. 
Bolivar again retook it on the 30th of June without resistance; and 
four days afterwards, La Guyra capitulated, the garrison under Pereyra 
being allowed to proceed by sea to Puerto Cabello. On the 6th of 
July, Bolivar (now called the President Liberator) declared Caracas 
the capital of the department of Venezuela, and transferred the Court 
of Admiralty from the island of Margarita to La Guyra. It has been 
stated, that not a white person was found in either of these once flou¬ 
rishing towns, when Bolivar took possession of them; the only inha¬ 
bitants remaining in them being a handful of negroes. He issued a 
proclamation in consequence, intreating all its former inhabitants to 
return to the enjoyment of their properties, and solemnly assuring 
them, whether they were Royalists or Independents, of the future and 
sacred protection of the new government. 

The Independent forces were now intent upon reducing the other 
towns which remained in the hands of the Spaniards. Carthagena ca¬ 
pitulated on the 25th of September, and Cumana about a month after¬ 
wards. Puerto Cabello has however continued to baffle every effort 
to reduce it, and the possession of a superior naval force has enabled 
the Spaniards to do considerable mischief to the commerce and tran¬ 
quillity of the neighbouring coast. 

The General Congress had been summoned to meet at Rosario de 
Cuenta on the 1st of January, but the delay which occurred in the as¬ 
sembling of the deputies prevented the formal opening of their sittings 
before the 1st of May. Other objects having called Bolivar away 
Antonio Marino, the vice-president of the republic, was deputed by 
him to preside at its opening; on which occasion he addressed his 
colleagues in a tone of warm congratulation on the flattering prospects 
which the achievement of their independence held out. This was 
considered as the first Colombian Congress, and its first decree confirm¬ 
ed that of the Venezuelian legislature, which, in December 1819, had 
ordained the perpetual union of Venezuela and New Grenada, under 
the title of the “ Republic of Colombia.” An amnesty for all past 
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offences was proclaimed; whilst every person, whatever might have 
been his political conduct or opinions, was promised the restoration of 
his property on his taking an oath of fidelity and allegiance to the state. 

After decreeing every possible mark of the national gratitude to 
their brethren in arms, the Congress applied itself diligently to the 
drawing up of the Constitutional Charter of the Republic, and closed 
its important labours on this head before the termination of the ses¬ 
sion. The constitution of the United States of America seems to have 
served as a model to the Colombian legislators, who vested the execu¬ 
tive functions in a president and vice-president, and conjointly with 
them, the legislatorial office in a senate and house of representatives; 
making, however, a noble and beneficent improvement on the consti¬ 
tution which was their prototype, by abolishing slavery; declaring that 
the children of slaves born after the promulgation of the constitution 
should be free, and enjoining that measures should be adopted for gra¬ 
dually redeeming and emancipating all existing slaves. This object 
being despatched, the Congress next discussed the plan for public edu¬ 
cation, and the laws for regulating the commerce of the republic. 
Bolivar, who was elected president in conjunction with Santander as 
vice-president, hesitated at first to accept this high office; but the 
general voice compelled him to give way, and the same talents, acti¬ 
vity, and perseverance, which entitled him to this just mark of the 
veneration and confidence of his fellow-countrymen, have ever since 
distinguished his exercise of the important dignity conferred upon him. 
The Congress, having brought its useful labours to this termination, 
broke up on the 13th of October; and some weeks afterwards, Bolivar 
removed the seat of government to Santa Fe de Bogota, to co-operate 
the more readily in the liberation of Quito and Cuen 9 a, and thus re¬ 
tain the former as the frontier province towards Peru, which is itself 
engaged in the struggle for its independence. 

The introduction of the trial by jury, the toleration granted to all 
religions, and the establishment of schools on the Lancasterian system, 
are sufficient pledges of the provident and enlightened spirit by which 
the infant republic and its high-minded president are actuated. Nor 
Jiave its powerful neighbours, the United States, been slow to avail 
themselves of the opportunity, which the promise of its future prospe¬ 
rity affords, for advancing North American interests, by placing their 
relations with the Colombian people at an early hour on the most 
friendly footing. The President of the United States had already ob¬ 
served to Congress, “ It has long been manifest that it would be impos¬ 
sible for Spain to reduce these colonies by force; and equally so, that 
no conditions short of their independence would be satisfactory to 
them.” The American executive has since sealed this declaration, by 
formally recognising the independence of South America, and appoint¬ 
ing ministers to Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and others of the new go¬ 
vernments. Surely, the character of that country, whose sons have 
bled in the contest for South American freedom, and the dignity of that 
throne whose strength and glory consist in the affections of a free, en¬ 
lightened, and generous people,—surely, neither the good name of 
Great Britain can be defiled, nor can its future prosperity be compro¬ 
mised, by taking example from its Trans-atlantic offspring, and inscrib¬ 
ing over the threshold of Colombian freedom its own sacred motto— 
“Esto perpetual” 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 

Tlie following' are translations made for the 
Aurora, from the official despatches received by 
the envoy of the united republics of New-Granuda 
and Venezuela, containing details of the various 
military operations, in the months of January, 
February and March of the present year. 

Copy of a proclamation issued by the commander in 
> chief of the armies of Venezuela. 

Simon nolivar, supreme chief of the republic, anil captain* 
general of the armies of Venezuela anil Xew-Grunaiia. 

To the inhabitants of the free countries of the republic, and 
'to all those who are so unfortunate as to be under the au¬ 
thority of the agents of (he Spanish monarchy. 

Convinced as I am, that an .involuntary error, 
or the too successful arts of the' public enemy, 
could have prevailed on the sons of America to 
remain tinder the banner of their cruel oppres¬ 
sors of Spain; and that when once undeceived 
they must feel no wish more powerful than to 
return to the bosom of their country, and aid in 
the cause of its independence and happiness, and 
to avenge the injuries the ignominy, and the 
contumely, to which they have been exposed by 
the officers of the tyrant of Spain, as a recompense 
of their services and sacrifices; I decree as fol¬ 
lows: - 

Art. 1. An oblivion and amnesty shall be pro¬ 
claimed, and it is hereby proclaimed, in favor of 
all Americans, and to all persons, wherever the 
place of their nativity may have been, upon con¬ 
dition only of laying down their arms, or coming 
and surrendering themselves to some post or 
place, where any detachment of the liberating 
army is stationed, or to any magistrate or civil 
officer, acting tinder the authority of the repub- 
lie, within three days after the publication of this 
proclamation. 

Art. 2. Those who shall abandon the royal ar¬ 
my, and present themselves at any post, head¬ 
quarters, or military corps, of the liberating ar¬ 
my, and who shall have held any commission in 
the royal army, shall be entitled to the same rank 
on joining the army of the republic; and should 
they bring with them their corps, or any conside¬ 
rable-part thereof, they shall be entitled to a 
higher grade than that which they before held; 
or should they be able to show that they have 
before abandoning the royal army, rendered any 
important service to the cause of the republic,, 
they shall also be entitled to an additional grade. | 
Art. 3. All the benefits extended to the mili¬ 
tary in the preceding articles, shall be in like 
manner extended to civil officers of every de¬ 
gree, who shall abandon the country or place oc¬ 
cupied by the royal forces, and join the army of 
the republic, or who shall prevail upon the people 
of their districts in which they reside to resist the 
royal authority. 

Art. 4, As many Creoles have been seduced by 
the deceits and artifices of the royal agents to 
take part against their, native country, and many 
of them by their zeal and intrepidity rendered 
services to the royal cause, which they may sup¬ 
pose cannot, be forgiven, it is hereby declared, 
that aware of the deceits under which their ardent 
minds and generous character have been over¬ 
come and that it is owing to their unsuspecting 
confidence in the declarations of their betrayers, 
to whose wiles they unhappily confined their own 
honor; it is hereby declared, that the moment 
they abandon the banners of their tyrants and 
seducers, and return undef the banners of their 


beloved country, all past acts under such delusion 
will be passed into oblivion, and they shall obtain' 
that place in the service of the country to' which 
their future services in its cause shall be found lo 
entitle them. 1 

I Art 5. The same benefits are declared toJ )e " 
extended to all officers, and non-commissinned 
I officers, and privates who may be natives of Spain 
or of any other country, and who shall come in¬ 
to the head-quarters of the army of the republic 
with or without arms. ’ 

The present proclamation shall be printed 
published and circulated in every' district of the 
republic. 

(Signed) BOLIVAR. ■ 

Pedro II. AIexdez, Secretary. 

To the people of the Province of Caraccas. 

PROCLAMATION. 

People,of Cahaccas! —The victory of Calaboso 
has ieduced our oppressor Morillo to the neecssi. 
ty of a'surrender or flight. Hemmed in on all 
sides—his auxiliary corps cut oft—his communi¬ 
cations intercepted, and reduced to the last ex- 
tremities in the very centre of Venezuela, very 
little remains to release your country from the 
remnant of the Spanish army, which came from 
the banks of the Garonne, to overwhelm a se- 
cond time in massacre and conflagration, this de¬ 
lightful region of South America. 

Inhabitants of Caraccas, the government of the 
republic begins once more to enjuy the glories of 
an army of freemen, triumphant over the minions 
of tyranny—liberty, equality, and independence 
approach to reward our constancy, our courage, 
and the blood which has been shed in their cause : 
the reign of the monsters has terminated, the 
glory of the republic is once more restored, and 
resplendent after sacrifices that must excite tl.e. 
admiration of all America and of.future history. 

People of Caraccas—Under the auspices of an 
army of heroes, you are once more free ; your 
liberators, indifferent to privations of all kinds, 
have rushed into the field of battle, and braved 
death in every form, for the honor of their 
country and the happiness of your children and 
posterity : Be not apprehensive therefore, and 
once more prepare to receive your protectors in 
your illustrious capital. 

BOLIVAR. . 

. Head-quarters at Rastro, near Calaboso, 14th 
Feb. eighth year of the republic, A. D. 1818. 

PROCLAMATION. 

To the people inhabiting the plains of Venezuela. 

The whole ot your territory is extricated from 
the oppression of the arms of the royal, tyranny 
—from the centre of New Granada to the mouths - 
of the Maturin and the Oronoco, the republican 
arms have gloriously triumphed over those of 
Spain. The numerous armies of Morillo and 
Roves, no longer exist on the surface of the soil 
consecrated to liberty, which has become their 
common grave; the cities of Calabozo and St. 
Fernando have found shelter under the banners 
of the republic, and. the remnant of Morillo’s 
army, after his defeats on the 12th-and 15th be¬ 
come fugitives, have been forced after an igno¬ 
minious flight, to take refuge within die walls of 
Porto Cabello : but even there they cannot es¬ 
cape—they shall be driven headlong into the 
ocean. 
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An .army of freemen, constant, curageous, and 
true to themselves, are irresisiible: Victory leads 
vis and Venezuela, we will soon see either the sur¬ 
render- or the total annihilation of their cruel 
desolatois and oppressors. 

Inhabitants of the Flans (plains) you are in¬ 
vincible 1 3 f our cavalry, your lances and your 
deserts will forever secure you against the in¬ 
roads of tyrants—and you shall be independent 
in despite of the imperious power and hatred of 
Spain and all who ally themselves against liberty., 

The government of the republic guarantee, to, 
you your safety, your liberty, and your property : 
place yourselves under the banners of Ve»e-i 
zuela, your triumphant country. The campaign 1 
terminated by the occupation of the capitals—; 
"you shall enter anew into the enjoyment of re¬ 
pose, of industry, prosperity, and all the bless¬ 
ings which are the natural rights of free andj 
honest men. Your tyrants have hitherto divested 
you of those blessings: thank that benignant 
providence which has enabled you to assure to 
yourselves, that form of government which is 
most consonant to human happiness. 

Head'quarters, Sombrero, 17 th Feb. 

(eighth year of the republic.) 

A. 1). 181& 

The public will find in these official papers, 
materials to form opinions upon, and on the news 
which has been circulated in various modes by 
the agents of the royal Spanish government. 

• Tlie following official paper, merits particular 
regard, as well from its matter and the persons 
addressed, as the eminent character of the man 
who subscribes it 

Those who leave taken a rational interest in an 
event so stupendous in its consequences as the 
revolution of South America, must have noticed 
the inhuman massacre, by Moriilo, of men of 
letters in New Granada, and among them the 
celebrated Intis Lazano> &c. whom Humboldt 
found in the Cordileras, prepared with all the i 
stores of analytic knowledge, and the refinements : 
of modern philosophy, in chemistry,' geology, as- ; 
tvonomy, mathematics, botany, &c.' Of that class j 
of eminent rnen who distinguished New Granada, 
as well by their virtues us their scientific pro¬ 
ficiency, Francis Antony Zen is one. This gentle¬ 
man was one of thirty or forty accomplished 
men, educated in Santa Fe de Bogota, who having 
alarmed the civilians and the priesthood with ap¬ 
prehensions for the security of ancient domina¬ 
tions over mind and morals, caused them to be 
arrested, for entertaining opinions dangerous to 
legitimacy f so long as 1792, those young men! 
were arrested, and the laws allowing a choice be-! 
tween trial on the spot or before the Spanish! 
tribunals in Spain, they preferred the latter and 
were accordingly transported to Europe about 
that period; ^whatever may have been the cause, 
instead of being treated with severity, they were 
courted, and situations provided in Europe to 
engage them in the service of the royal authori¬ 
ty. A body guard named. American, and institut¬ 
ed for this purpose, provided stations for some; 

\ among those who continued to pursue the high 
road-of science was the gentleman, whose name 
hp induced this particular notice. He became 
distinguished in Spain, and travelled through 
Europe, every where meeting the respect of the 
learned and the virtuous. It may be imagined 
from his early career, that he was not involved in ■ 


the machiavelian adventures which have charac¬ 
terized the revolutions, conspiracies, abdications, 
and usurpations, and the final degradation of 
Spain He found his way to London during 
those agitations, and a few years ago' returned* to 
liis native country', more dee'ply impressed by 
his experience in Spain and other parts of Eu¬ 
rope, of the duty which he owed his native 
country—here we see the philosopher, a legis¬ 
lator and a public ruler, directing the counsels of. 
his countrymen, and arraying them in the cause 
of virtuous liberty and independence. 

We cannot refrain on this occasion from re¬ 
iterating that lamentation which we have so fre¬ 
quently made, on the infatuation Which has cha¬ 
racterised the policy of 'this republic, in relation to 
the new republics of the south —and the stigma 
which out* hostility to the cause of a people strug- 
gling against tyranny, has indelibly fixed upon 
this nation. 

REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. 
Fn'xycisco Antonio Zea, President, ad interim , of 
the council of government, chief, of the Financial 
department in the council of state , Intendant gene - 
_ ral of the armies of the republic, &c. 
l o the British officers, non-commissioned officers 
and privates, of the brigade of artillery; and of* 1 
the four regiments enlisted under our stand¬ 
ard. 

Welcome at this favorable hour, illustrious de¬ 
fenders of liberty : welcome to the arms of .your 
brothers, and in the bosom of your adopted coun- 
try. Our brave mariners go forth to receive you 
far from our shores, and the hero who commands 
them, tv foreigner like yourselves, can testify that 
we know how to appreciate the brave of all coun¬ 
tries, who come to associate in the glorious cause 
of our independence. 

This cause is worthy of you: it is the cause of 
wisdom and industry, of the arts and commerce— 
the sacred cause of social intercourse, and conse¬ 
quently that of every people* and of all men. It 
is principally ao of your nation, who, being the 
most active, industrious, and commercial, ought 
to feel the greatest interest, that the Spaniards— 
avaricious usurpers of half tlie globe—should re¬ 
store it to the human race. 

This great act of justice claims the attention of 
enlightened cabinets? rather than that of armies; 
but, I know not from what fatality, Europe re- 
spefcts a government, which has had the stupid 
insolence to insult her by re-establishing the in* 
qumtion and other inhuman institutions, in the face 
of the Royal Society of London, of the Institute 
ot Paris, and of hundreds of academies and uni¬ 
versities! Posterity will with difficulty believe, 
that civilized Europe has tolerated in her bosom 
such a government; which, lavish of blood and 
horrors, slaughters as-in the age of Pizarvo, lays 
waste, burns, devours, and destroys: and in tfie 
delirium of the false hope of retaining a desolate 
dominion, would finish by depriving commercial 
nations of the valuable produce of our vast con¬ 
tinent, and us of the products of their manufac¬ 
tures and ingenuity, rather than we should be 
free and happy., ■ 

Our independence alone can terminate so many 
evils q the world demands the independence of all 
America ; and the brightest day of humanity will 
be that on which it is universally acknowledged. 

■ This memorable event will, without doubt, 
mark the most distinguished period of all history; 
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_ \ 11CW intellectual movement—a new impulse 

riven to industry and to the arts, to agriculture 
and to commerce) will be its first effects.—Ameri¬ 
ca w iJl offer to Europe thousands of new produc¬ 
tions : and Europe in her turn will offer number¬ 
less new inventions to America: such will be the 
consequences of our independence, and'such the 
tics of friendship 'which will unite the new with 
the ancient world, instead of the barbarous chain 
which lias so long fastened her to Spain alone. 
Let us break it at once on the head of its govern¬ 
ment, and then Spain herself, free like us, may 
participate in the common advantages, and be 
thus reconciled to the human nice. 

Such is the sublime undertaking in which 1 you 
have embarked with us, and to which we are con¬ 
ducted by a chief, covered with glory and full of 
virtue, generous, magnanimous, ever a patriot, 
always a citizen, and always .the best friend of the 
defenders of liberty. Fly to his arms, follow him 
on his victorious march—be careless of your for¬ 
tune, and that of vour children, for whom he lias 
provided; intent alone on the grand idea of free¬ 
ing the land of Columbus, rush forth with us upon 
the Spaniards, and hurl them from our territory 
into the sea of the Antilles—let us at once show 
what an army of friends can do, composed of 
Britons and Venezuelans!! 

• Stunt Thomas, of JYetv Guay ana, March 6,1818. 

8 th of the Independence. 

FRANCISCO ANTONIO ZEA. 
Thomas Rich a nos, 

Secretary of the council of government. 

Letter f om Admiral Brim, commanding the naval 
squadron of Venezuela, to Bon Lino dementi, 
deputy of Venezuela. 

St. Bartholomews, 12th April, 1818. 
Srn—t have die satisfaction to inform you of 
my arrival at this island, in nine days from the 
Oronoco. with part of my squadron; by the en¬ 
closed official publications, you will sec that our ar¬ 
mies 'have obtained many succcses, and continue 
to pursue with spirit their triumphant career. 1 
have reason lo believe that the head-quarters, of 
the srpreme chief, is by this time established at 
Caraccas. Accoitling to the information which 1 
received yesterday, by the captain of a brig from 
Porto Cabello in nine days, the tyrant Morillo, 
arrived there supposed to be mortally wounded 
by a thrust of a lance, which penetrated his bow¬ 
els ; and the \vi$ck of his army was left in the 
environs of Valencia, and in the Sierras. 

1 have here three of the ships which were la¬ 
den in the Thames with troops and military stores 
anrl arms; 1 shall transfer my Hag to one of them, 
a fine ship mounting 06 guns, and shall sail for 
La Gu'tr.a in a few days. The miserable remnant 
of the Spanish marine inthose scas, are too feeble 
to wait the approach of my squadron. We have 
received every kind of armament of which we 
stood in need, and more are expected every hour. 

Your communications for your government, 
may be addressed under cover to the direction 
inclosed. 

1 have the honor. See. 

LOUIS BRION, 

Admiral of the navy of Venezuela. 
To Don Lino Clf.mentj, . 

Deputy of the republic of Venezuela residing in 
the United States. 


Report of the commandant of the flotilla of the Vene. 
zuelan republic, made to Admiral Jfrion of the 
operations on the Q"onocoj up to the capture of St. 
Fernando by the naval and military forces of the 
republic. 

On board the Atrivnda, in the Apure,} 
February 8, 1818. y 

Most excellent sin—I have the hoijor to in¬ 
form vour excellency that we entered this place 
of St. Fernando, with our flotilla, the 6th of the 
present month at midnight, with the loss of only 
three men killed and four wounded. On the 
morning of the seventh, one hundred and twenty 
men from the flotilla were detached in aid of the 
military force in pursuit of the enemy, who. had 
'retired during the night; but we were not sue- 
cessful in discovering the least traces of them, 
so rapid was their flight. I enclose herewith a 
return of the public and private vessels taken 
from the enemy, and of their armament; 

No naval stores were found in this place, and 
' we stand in much need of some for repairs 

ANTONIA DIAZ, 
Commandant. 

Return of the public and private vessels captured 
St* Fernando, on the Apure. 

Gun boat Venganza 1 4 pounder, brass 
2 swivels 


Do. 

Guayaniga 

1 8 pounder, brass 

Do- 

Dolores 

1 4 pounder 

Do. 

Isabella 

1 8 jpdr. on the bow 

1 8 pdr. stern, both brass 
8 swivels 

Do. 

St. Francisco 1 4 pounder 

Do. 

St. Carlos 

1 6 pounder 


3 Flecheras, with 3 swivels each 

1 4 pounder, iron 

2 do. brass 
70 muskets 

Found on shore 4 swivels 

5 sloops 
3 perogues 

70 row boats _ 

St. Fernando, 8 th Feb. 1818. 

(A true return) ANTONIO DIAZ, 

■ Commandant;- 

Letter front JV. Pomar,. military commandant of St. 
Fernando . to the Governor of the province of Guiana. 

St, Fernando, 8th Feb. 1818. 

Sin—After sixteen days of preparation, and 
many assaults on this place, the enemy silently 
abandoned their works in the night ot the 6th 
instant, after having lost a great part of their land 
forces, .who had came over, and claimed to rally 
under our standard, and who -now compose part 
of our force. 

We have found fifteen pieces of artillery, a 
quantity of amunition, and 400 muskets ; all the 
hospital and its stores; and six vessels of war,- 
exclusive of what has been captured by a naval; 
force. 

The gallant general Paez, marched in pursuit 
of the enemy yesterday morning, and about noon 
overtook them in the forests of Vernaca, about 
three leagues from this place. In this action ho 
did justice to his former gallantry and credit to 
our armies. I am not yet, possessed of all the 
details, but 1 know that out of 600 men who fled 
from this place on the night of the 6th, there do 
not remain 200, who have not either joined our 
army, or been taken prisoners; and it is not pro- 
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bable that of those 2U(J any ,can escape; for it 
appears that at the commencement of the action, 
no man had more than 1 7 rounds of ammunition. 
The capture of St. Fernando lias put the re¬ 
public in complete possession of the whole of the 
Llanos (plains) and secures the free commercial 
intercourse between the interior provinces.. 

1 congratulate you and all our fellow-citizens 
on this happy event. 

, N. POM AR. 

Military commandant at St. Fernando. 

BULLETIN, 

Head Quarters of the liberating army of 1 
Venezuela 12th February, 1818. $ 

The army of Guiana, Commanded by the su¬ 
preme chief, commenced its maj-ch from the city 
of Angostura to the Apure, on the 21st December, 
1817 , part by "water in the flotilla^ and part on 
the left margin of the Gronoco, till they reached 
the mouth of the Vap, where'they were joined 
by the division of general Manajasj passing to 
the right bank of the Apure, the army was joined 
in Cajeara, by this division of cavalry of general 
Sirenico, and after which they repassed to the 
left bank of the Apure, a few miles above its 
mouth ; and the division of Gen. Paez, joined the 
army at St. Juan de Payara, on the 31st January, 
where the whole army was organized, and on the 
(5th February, the whole army- recrossed the 
Apure near St. Fernando ; and in six days, that is 
on the 12th, at 7 o’clock in the morning, the city 
of Calaboso, then the head-quarters of the royal 
army under general Murillo, was invested by 
the army of the republic. The armyMjf the re¬ 
public was formed in two lines, the main body 
of its cavalry on the left. 

The following were the dispositions of the 
enemy:—The right composed of the regiment 
of hussars of Ferdinand VII. the regiment of 
infantry of the union and of Navarre : their left 
was composed of the regiment of Castile (in¬ 
fantry) and some irregular levies. The enemy's 
hussars attempted to turn our left flank: they 
were separated from their line. Our battalion 
of infantry of Barcelonia, was directed to occupy 
the attention of those cavalry, while our cavalry 
wheeling upon its left in entire squadron took 
them in the rear; the royal cavalry perceiving 
the penl in which they bad been placed by this 
manoeuvre, instead of remaining to share in the 
battle, took to flight on the road to Calaboso ; on¬ 
ly 80 men escaped by the fleetness of their horses, 
and there took refuge. At the same instant or¬ 
ders were given to charge the enemy with the 
bayonet. One half of the royal infantry perished: 
All the grenadiers and light infantry of the royal 
force remained on the field of battle. The regi¬ 
ment of Castile which composed Moriflo’s left 
wing, made but one movement, that was a panic 
flight without firing a single cartridge; they se¬ 
cured their escape only by being nearest to the 
entrenched works of Calaboso. But those works 
are not competent to hold out a siege already 
commenced. 

General Morillo, with all his boasted skill, has 
suffered himself to be surprised in the midst of 
those immense plains, and appears no longer to 
posssss the qualities of an able or skilful officer, 
if he ever possessed any; and is unable to oppose 
with confidence an army like ours, which has 
marched 300 leagues to surprise him. For the 
first time Since he has arrived in America, that' 


he drew his sword to come to regular action, he 
has been completely put to the route: and after all 
he escaped from the field of battle, aud it was on¬ 
ly by the interposition of two hussars who alone 
accompanied him in his flight, and who fell by his 
side, that he was not taken. After all, general 
Morillo, this ferocious pacificator of South Ameri¬ 
ca, was surrounded m the centre of Venezuela, by 
his own incorrigible imbecility, or rather the ce¬ 
lerity of our movements. Such is the picture 
which the action of Calaboso exhibitedto the mi¬ 
litary world. . 

The rest of the royal army is cut off from 
their head quarters, and our troops are in pur¬ 
suit of them in all directions. Thus has been 
decided the fate of the republic without even 
the-formalites of a regular action. The impe¬ 
tuous charges of our cavalry have accomplished: 
every thing, and they alone fought at Calabosa * 
for excepting theism all battalion of Barcelonia, 
no other part of our infantry came into action. - 
The generals Serenio, Monegas and Paez, have 
distinguished themselves, and in three days action,- 
have added proud trophies to those which they 
had already acquired. ’ 

Our loss killed and wounded does not exceed 
20 men. Captain Brito is among the first, and 
among the wounded lieutenant colonels Melina- 
and Blanca. ‘ 

Head Quarters, in camp before Calaboso. 

C. SOUBLETTE, 
Chief of the general staff. 

BULLETIN. 

OF the liberating army 17tli Feb. 1818. 
General Morillo being penned up in Calaboso af¬ 
ter his defeat on the 12th, the dispositions of the 
liberating army were made to form a line ofeir- 
cumvallation so as to cut off all ingress or egress 
from the place, on three sides: and the head¬ 
quarters of our army was established at the vil¬ 
lage of Uastro. On the 14th at 12 at night the 
enemy made a silent march, and effected their 
escape through a natural defile, leaving their 
whole artillery, and a considerable quantity of 
muskets, ammunition, their hospital and various 
stores.—Morillo in his flight took the most dif¬ 
ficult mountain track, perhaps ever before trod¬ 
den, in the direction of Sombrero; on the morn¬ 
ing one of our out posts discovered their line of 
march, and the army was instantly put m motion 
in four divisions. On the fifteenth at four in the 
afternoon, a squadron of the cavalry of our van¬ 
guard, overtook a column of the enemy as they 
defiled on the plain of La Auriosa; a small squad¬ 
ron of the enemy's cavalry which covered the 
Spanish column attempted to arrest the move¬ 
ment, but without effect; their cavalry were 
charged with impetuosity and overthrown in an in¬ 
stant, and the infantry compelled to halt and form 
jin order of battle our advanced guard finding 
[the column top powerful for the attack by a 
small corps, resorted to the stratagem of skirmish¬ 
ing on its flanks and rear, so as to delay its march 
till our main force should arrive; but night com¬ 
ing on before our infantry could come up, and 
the enemy's column, had an opportunity to resort 
to the forests and the mountains and thus escaped 
during the night. 

The result of this encounter between our van¬ 
guard and the enemy's column, was their loss of a 
great number killed' and wounded, principally 
European troops, and many others have fallen 
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into our hands 4s prisoners. Our troops being 
better acquainted with the country, it was deter¬ 
mined to intercept 'hem by a short route. The 
pursuit was however continued the whole of the 
night of 15th, and on the 16th they were again 
■ overtaken at thg. passof, the Guarico, near Som¬ 
brero ; where our hussars ot‘ the van-guard again 
compelled the enemy to halt.and form. The po¬ 
sition which they selected was very judicious 
And formidable, traversing the only road which 
whs strait, and flanked on each side by positions 
calculated to favor ambuscades; the river and a 
perpendicular ravine were in their front j so that 
at first there did not appear any point by which 
they could be approached with 4 sufficient front 
to'make an impression; after a short reconnoiter- 
ing the plan of attack was determined: our in¬ 
fantry was formed into columns of attack,'and in 
spite of all the difficultias which the position pre¬ 
sented, they moved on- in a firm phalanx, the 
guard of honor of the supremo chief claiming the 
honortolead, which was cheerfully conceded, and 
they led en with an intrepidity worthy of- patri¬ 
ots and veterans; the battalion of Apure and 
Barlevento were formed into two columns, and no 
sooner had the first column entered the defile, 
than these two followed, and directed themselves 
against different points a most terrible action took 
place. The first column would have forced the 
defile inv the first instance, without the aid of the 
two columns reserved, had there not been some 
delay of the arrival of the cavalry at the moment 
appointed, where they were directed to act on 
the enemy’s rear; the leading column was there¬ 
fore obliged to wait some time for their arrival; 
bat the enemy impressed by the coolness and 
order of the leading column, found it necessary 
to retire ; which he did precipitately, leaving 150 
prisoners, and the ground covered with his dead 
and wounded; and continued his retreat by the 
route of Barbacoas, where he arrived the same 
night, and at this moment he is in rapid march 
by Comatagua. Such has been the precipitancy 
of his retreat, that his troops have no time for 
rest, and the European Spanish soldiers unable to 
sustain the fatigues, are found on the whole line 
of his route, exhausted and unable to march, ; 
surrender themselves our prisoners. 

The loss 6f the enemy since his retreat from 
Calaboso, exceeds 800 Spaniards, killed, wound¬ 
ed, and prisoners: the royal army has in fact 
disappeared, and those who. have survived the 
combats, ate destined to fall victims to hunger 
and fatigue—thus has perished another army of 
the tyrants, and the flag of freedom once more 
waves over Venezuela, without afoe to molest it. 

Our. losses in these actions are inconceivea- 
bly small, they do not exceed eighty men killed 
and-wounded, amongst the former colonel Pas- 
sopi, adjutant general, attached to the general 
staff of the army; the captain Arabello, and lieu- 
tenant Girardeau, of the guard of'honor; cap- 
tain Urbina, of the battalion of Barlavento, and 
captains Ramirez, and Bosalez, of the''regiment 
of Apure. ' Among the wounded are brigadier 
general Josea Anzoatique, commandant of the 
guards of honor; lieutenant colonel Ponce, major 
Gil, captains Tilones, Mixaries, Colmonaries, Na- 
rago, and Pulido, lieutenant Andara, sublieuten¬ 
ants - Melian, Saraga, Sanchez and Bustillez, all 
of the guard. The three latter are very danger¬ 
ously wounded. All the Llanos (plains) are free, 
the enemy is without troops,'without horses, witli* 


out supplies, and without public opinion—am) 
unable to defend the capital, towards which the 

liberating army is now directing its way. 15 
Head Quarters, at Sombrero. 

C. SOUBLETTG 

Cjiief of the ge neral staff of the arm. 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 

From the Pittsburgh Gazette. 

As Soutli-Ainerica affords, at this 
time, the most interesting subject (or 
the speculation of the world, and as its 
inliabitants are engaged in a struggle, 
in which we must havejour sympathies 
particularly concerned, we presume 
\¥e shall be performing an office not 
unacceptable to many of our readers in 
ottering to them the following article, 
containing a slight sketch of the geo- 
irranhv of that country. Wo are the 
more impelled to do tins, as we con¬ 
ceive a greater degree of ignoranco 
prevails with respect to this portion of 
the western continent, than of any 
part of Europe ; and, as the short no¬ 
tices of news from them, which are 
daily published, tend very much to 
confuse the mind of a common reader, 
who at one moment sees an article 
from Venezuela, and at the next glance, 
something from Chili me.ets his eye ; 
by a natural operation of the mind the 
places are so perfectly associated, that 
the distance between them is entirely 
lost sight of. The geographies and 
charts themselves,publishcd.afewyears 
back,do not assist in removing this con¬ 
fusion, as many changes have taken 
place lately, both in their divisionBand 
governments. We have had recourse 
to some of the latest documents which 
have been published since the com¬ 
mencement of the revolution in that 
Country, particularly in a small work 
written by a South American, in 1817, 
containing a well written outline of 
the revolution of South America ; to 
this we refer our readers, as a tract 
well adapted to refresh the memory on 
the subject of the operations in that 
country sinee the year 1818. 

- South-Ainerica was divided into 
colonial governments under the names 


of Viceroyalties and Captain-General¬ 
ships. Of the former there are four, 
viz:—New-Grenada or Sante Fe do 
Bogota, Peru, Rio do la Plata, and 
Brazil. Of the latter there are two, 
viz:—Venezuela and Chili. The nor¬ 
thern portion of this vast country was 
formerly called Terra Fil ina; th is name 
seems to have latterly been sunk in 
that of Venezuela and Grenada. 

Venezuela, or as it is called in some 
good charts, Caraccas, lies along the 
eastern coast, aud extends from the 
northern point of the continent to 
French and Dutch Guiana, a distance 
of 1150 miles ; its breadth about 050 
miles. It is bounded on the east by 
the Atlantic Ocean, on the west by 
Grenada, on the north by the Carib¬ 
bean Sea, and on the south French and 
Dutch Guiana. It is divided into 
seven provinces, which in July 1811, 
formed a congress, and declared inde. 
pendence, under the name of the Uni¬ 
ted Provinces of Caraccas, Cumana, 
Barinas, Margaritta, Guiana and Ma 
racaybo. The principal towns, on and 
near the coast, are Porto Cabello, La 
Guira, Caraccas, Barcelona, Oumann, 
and Augustuca, on the Oronoke. It 
has one great river called the Oronoke. 
The island ol'Trinjdudliea off the coast 
of Cumana. The revolution is proba¬ 
bly founded on better republican prin¬ 
ciples here and in Grenada, than in 
any other part of the country. Tho 
people seem to he more a party in tho 
cause, and there is less of an aristocra¬ 
cy than exists farther to the south. It 
is very remarkable that the earthquake, 
(which happened on the 26th of March, 
1812, and which destroyed 20,000 per¬ 
sons in Venezuela,) by the aid of religi¬ 
ous prejudice, was made tooperate seri¬ 
ously against tho revolution. The 
priests seized upon it with avidity, and 
from tho circumstance of its happening 
on holy Thursday, a day held in great 
veneration by the Catholics ; and from 
its being the anniversary of the decla¬ 
ration of independence, they preached 
from the pulpit, thnt the revolution 
was condemned by the Almighty, and 
they denounced hi*, wrath on all who 
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favored it. General Simon Bolivar, a 
native of Caraccas, id at the head of 
the military department. He is rep- j 
resented as a very exalted character, 
and of considerable talents. Morillo, 
if he be alive, commands the royalists. 
He is drawn as a cruel tyrant, but of 
mil'iary abilities. Venezuela lies to 
the north of the equator, but entirely 
under the torrid zone. Its population 
13 800,000. Caraccas is the capital. 

New-Grcnada contains twenty two 
provinces. It lies on the Pacific O 
cean and extends from the northern 
point of Snutli-Amcrica to Peru, a dis. 
tance of about 1 180 miles ; is irregu¬ 
lar; on its south line it runs two-thirds 
of the way across the continent. It 
is bounded on the east by Venezuela. 
It contains ‘200,000 square miles and 
two millions A: an half of inhabitants. 
The capital is Santa I'e de Bogota; it 
lies under the torrid zone, and extends 
to the south of the equator. Bolivar 
was appointed captain general of Ve¬ 
nezuela and Nevv-Grenada ; hut Car- 
thagena, which we have included in 
this last province, but which has a 
junta of its own, refused to agree to 
the appointment. He may, however, 
he considered as having the chief mi- i 


| Peru joins New-Grenada on the 
' south. As no revolutionary junta has 
yet been established in this province, 
it only comes within the scope of our 
present purpose to say, that it has in¬ 
terfered with the operations of Buenos 
Ayres, by sending forces to suppress 
the patriots. It is a delightful country, 
bounded on the east by Amazonia, 
which is probably included in Brazil; 
on the west by the pacific ocean ; on 
the south by La Plata and Chili.—■ 
Like Egypt it is said never to be visit¬ 
ed by rains but this deficiency is made 
up by an uncommon dew which falls 
every night, for the refreshment of ve¬ 
getation. .Many fabulous stories are 
told of this country. It ib said that 
there is a river here whose waters are 
j as red as blood. A very fine wool is 
taken from the Lama, a singular ani¬ 
mal and the nolhern part produces an 
excellent wine. The Jesuits bark is 
taken from a tree, which grows in the 
mountainous parts of Peru. This is 
the only place in South-America where 
quick silver is found. Lima, the ca- 
[ pital, is amazingly wealthy. When the 
| viceroy, the duke de la Palada, made 
his entry into the city 1682, the inha¬ 
bitants to do him honor, caused the 


litary command of all the patriot for¬ 
ces north of the equator. Theclimalo 
is very hot, subject to continual rains, j 
and the northern part is extremely un¬ 
healthy. The soil is rich, and cover¬ 
ed with perpetual verdure. There 
were formerly rich mines of gold in j 
this province, but they are exhausted. | 
Silver, copper, and iron mines have j 
since been opened. The names of'j 
the provinces, composing this viceroy¬ 
alty at present, are Pamplona, Casa- I 
nare, Tunga, Socorro, Mariquita, Ciin- 
dinnmaroa, Antioquia, Popayan, Ney- i 
va, Choco, Carlhagena, Bio Haclia, 
Santa Manila, Panama, Veraguas, 
Quito.j Quixos, Maynas, Guayaquil, | 
Cuenca, Loxa and Jaen. The Istmus I 
of Darien, which separates North and j 
South America, connects this Province 
with Gualimala, the southern audiencia j 
of old Mexico. I 

iUuito vis formerly included in Peru-- 


streets to he paved with ingots of sil¬ 
ver amounting to seventeen millions 
sterling. It is, however, subject to 
dreadful earthquakes. 

The viceroyaltyof Buenos Ayres, 
or more correctly speaking, of La Plata, 
is supposed to be the finest climate in- 
the world. It is composed of twenty 
provinces, hounded on the north by 
Peru and Brazils, on the west by Chi¬ 
li, on the south by Patagonia, and on 
the.east by the south Atlantic ocean. 
The provinces are divided into high 
and low. The former situated on the 
Andes, are Moxos.Chequitos, Apoloba- 
ma, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, La Paz, 
Cochabamba, Corangas, Misque, Pa- 
ria, Charcas Postosi,t and Attacama ; 
the law provinces are Tarija,Salta,Para¬ 
guay, Tucuman,Cordova, Cuyo, Entre- 
rius, Montevideo, and Buenos Ayr et* 

f Postott. In »II the geogrwpbiee we bare seen, ie cr- 
oaeoutly included la Peru. 
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The population of these provinces is 
one million three hundred thousand 
persons. They are remarkable fer¬ 
tile, producing cotton, tobacco, and all 
the articles which are common to 
North-America, south of a line drawn 
through Richmond and Nashville.— 
They are however, contrary to the 
rule prevailing in South-America, defi¬ 
cient in timber. Cattle of all kinds 
are very abundant; a horse sells for 
two or three dollars, a bullock for the 
price of his hide. The great river 
Plate, like the Amazon and Nile, an¬ 
nually overflows its banks, and enrich¬ 
es the country. 

The junta commenced at Buenos 
Ayres in 1810. San Martin, Artigas, 
and Rondeau, were appointed to the 
chief commands, to oppose the royal¬ 
ist forces from Montevideo on one side 
and from Peru on the other. Several 
changes have taken place, and many 
factions have arisen in the course of 
the few years that this revolution has 
been in operation: a more despotic and 
aristocratic disposition has been evin¬ 
ced than appears in the north. In 
1815 the congress appointed Puyred- 
don supreme director; he continued 
San Martin in tiie command against 
the royalists, on the side of Chili, and 
gave the commandof the Army against 
Peru to Belgrano. The congress, af¬ 
ter the surrender of Montevideo to 
their forces under Artigas, announced 
the independence of the provinces of 
Riode la Plata, in July 1810. Porlu- 
gal has shewn some disposition to ex¬ 
tend her territory as tar as Rio Plata. 
Since the emigration of the royal fami¬ 
ly, the question has been frequently 
canvassed. Montevideo was taken 
possession of by the Portugues in Janu¬ 
ary 1817. They will probably be 
checked by a revolutionary spirit 
which is evinced in Brazil, and which 
broke out at Pernambuco 15 months 
since. 

Chili is bounded on the north by 
Peru, on the south by Patagonia, on 
the west by Pacific, and on the east 
by La Plata. The principal provinces 
are Gopinpo, Coquimbo, Guasco, Quil- 
lota, Aconcagua, Santiago, Mellipilla, 


Valparaiso,§ Rancagua,Talca, Chilian, 
Laxa, and Conception. Its population 
is 800,000, and Santiago the capital.— 
Its climate and produco much the 
same as that of Peru, though it aflbrds 
a greater variety. 

The junta met in 1810. The usual 
scene of faction and intrigue took place 
until 1811, when the Carreras became 
the influential leaders. The viceroy 
of Peru availing himself of the discord, 
invaded Chili, and had considerable 
success at first.but soon after returned 
to Peru. Carrera became unpopular, 
and was displaced by the junta, to 
make way for O’Higgins, who was 
made commander. The Carreras then 
raised a party to oppose O’Higgin’s 
appointment, and a civil war commen¬ 
ced. The viceroy again attacked this 
province, and after various success, 
the whole captain generalship tell into 
the hands of the king’s forces, 1814. 

In 1817 Pan Martin was sent from 
Buenos Ayres against Chili, to prevent 
some anticipated offensive operations 
on the part of the Spaniards; he di¬ 
vided his forces into two bodies, ono 
under O’Higgins, and the other under 
Solcr; he attacked the royalivtsand 
after a severe engagement defeated 
them, taking thee aptain-general, Mar¬ 
co, prisoner. He assembled a congress, 
who, upon San Martin’s declining the 
office, appointed O’Higgins supremo 
director. 

The rest of South America is com¬ 
prehended in Patagonia,Brazil,and tho 
Guianns. Patagonia includes all the 
southern part of tho continent from 
Chili and La Plata; it is 1100 miles 
in length, and about 350 in breadth ; 
the country is entirely unsettled except 
by the aborigines. The country is 
colder than in the saino latitudes north 
of tho equator. 

Brazil is an immense country, em¬ 
bracing more than one third of South 
America. It lies on the eastern coast, 
and extends 2500 miles in length, and 
in the widest part, including the un¬ 
settled parts of Amazonia, about the 

■ 'Phiif is (he place where mir frigate, Ihe Ease*, w.ij 
ro shamefully ami cowardly attacked and taken by tl^> 
I'hoebC anJ £ hirub. 
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eame in breadth. A revolution broke 
out in Pernambuco, but was soon 
checked. The Amazon or Mararlon, 
the largest river in the world, runs 
through it, and empties into the Atlan¬ 
tic, under the equator. 

Guiana lies to the north of Brazil, 
i-.il, and is now owned by Venezuela, 
Bnglunii, an i luigal. llie part 
owned by the Kn-.-h-h was iiom 

tha Dutch andFreneh,undert''" names 
of Surrinam and Cayenne. W-‘ have 
heard of no political fermentation in 
these as yet. 
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South America and Mexico. 

SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

IVc have a variety of accounts from this interest¬ 
ing portion of the world which it may be useful 
brierly to notice. 

1. A letter from the bloody loriUo , to the cap¬ 
tain-general at Kavanna, dated at Jfompoz, March 
the 9th, details at considerable length, an account 
of a battle, which col. de la Coizada, one of his 
officers, had with the patriots, at Pie tic Cuesta, 
the latter end o? the preceding month. The for¬ 
ces of the latter, said to have been 3000 strong, 
under the chiefs Ilobiru, Timotin, Ricauste, Santam* 
der, &.c. are representetl to have been completely 
defeated, with the loss of 1000 killed 200 wounded, 
and 500 prisoners; among tlve killed there being 
40 officers, and 28 with the prisoners, with all their 
artillery and great quantities of arms and ammuni¬ 
tion—The loss of the royalists is given at only 150 
killed and wounded. Col. -de la Calzada also gives 
an account of his success in several minor affairs, 
and according to his statement the condition of the 
republicans in tills quarter are on the worst possible 
’ footing. 

2. A letter from Weil wood Hyslop, esq. of Jamal 

; ca, to a gentleman in Washington city, after giving 
^an account of his imprisonment at Carlhcgeva, when 
, that place fell into the hands of the royalists, ant 
'relating how through the intercession cf the acirrr 
iral he was tried bv a civil court instead of a ;uocf 


military tribunal. v.'Urrebv ids 
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ly saved—says, “I left Carthagena on the 2/ th of; 
April, at which date Morillo had got no further j 
than Ocana,and though there was a general silence 
in town, it was whispered that his progress was not 
so rapid as he expected. St. Fe of course had 
not fallen. The general congress was at Tunja, 
and since the execution of Amador and Ribbon, 
who had surrendered under a profnised pardon* 
the interior spirit had resolved to defend itself to 
the last. Morales with two battalions of Caraccas 
troops, had maFched for Venezuela, -where matters 
were changing much against Ferdinand; so that 
Morillo has no more than about 3000 men with him. 
Carthagena is garrisoned by the regiment of T*eon, 
about *650 effective and non-effective, (and I may 
add, disaffected men, from the want of clothing 
and pay,) and a battalion of Llanos, composed of 
about 550. I was a month in town before I sailed, 
and I assure you, those who remained, in hopes of 
abetter government under Ferdinand, find them¬ 
selves miserably mistaken. I believe I may say 
with truth, the spirit of the people is now more 
elevated than it ever was at any previous period.” 

3. It will be recollected that the patriot general 
Bolivar, and his gallant fellow whigs who escaped 
from murder when Carthagena fell, rallied in the 
island of St. Domingo* where they were hospitably 
received and kindly protected by president Pction. 
They sailed thence in 21 armed vessels and trans¬ 
ports, having on board 3500 troops, of which 1500 
were colored men furnished by Petion. They ar¬ 
rived at Margarita early in the last month (May) 
and having raised the blockade of that patriotic 
island, and given it all needful- supplies, they pro¬ 
ceeded for the Maine, first against Angustura, an 
important post on the Oronoco. Here it was ex¬ 
pected that Bolivar would receive such reinforce¬ 
ments as would enable l>im to beat the royalists in 
the provinces of Venezuela, and carry him in tri¬ 
umph to the walls of Carthagena, where some hard 
fighting was calculated upon; though it is sard that 
Morillo’s force was much dwindled away. The con¬ 
test, at least, will be sanguinary, as neither side 
look for quarter. 

The following is a copy of Bolivar’s proclama¬ 
tion to the people of Venezuela, as translated for 
the Baltimore Patriot r 

Simox Boitvah, captain general of the armies of 
New Granada and Venezuela, c>c. &c. 

Vt.xezclax i xxsr—This is the period of the re¬ 
public. The immortal island of Margarita, headed 
by the intrepid general Arismendi, has proclaimed! 
the independent government of Venezuela, and has 
supported it with the most exalted valor, againsi 
all the power of Spain. 

The remnant of our forces, dispersed by the fall 
of Carthagena, reunited in Hayti.—With them and 
with the auxiliaries of our magnanimous admiral 
Brion, we are forming an expedition, which from 
its elements seems destined to terminate forever 
the dominion of the tyrants over our patriot land. 

Venezulaniansl Your brothers, and your foreign 
friends do not come with a view of conquering you! 
their design is to fight for your liberty, to place you 
m a situation to re-establish the republic upon the 
most solid foundation.—The congress of Venezue¬ 
la will be installed anew, when it may be your wish. 
As the people of independence have done me the 
honor to entrust me with the supreme, authority, I 
authorise you to name your deputies to the congress 
without further convocation than the present, coll¬ 
iding to them the same sovereign powers as at the 
t.rst epoch of the republic. 

I tun not conic to dictate laws to you, but I be¬ 


seech you to hear my voice:—I recommend to yovt 
unity of government, and absolute liberty, that you 
may not repeat the commission of an absurdity and 
a crime; since we cannot at the same time be free¬ 
men and slaves. If you form but one mass of peo¬ 
ple, if you establish a central government, and if 
you unite with us, rely upon victory. 

Spaniards who inhabit Venezuela, the war of des¬ 
truction shall cease if you but say the word:—if not, 
we shall exercise just reprisal, and you will be ex¬ 
terminated. 

Venezulanians! fear not the sword of your deli¬ 
verers; vou are alwavs innocent in the eyes of your 
brethren. ' SIMON BOLIVAR. 

Head Quarters at Villa Norte , 

3d of May, 1816, 5 

4. MorillcCs desolation. —Some idea (observes Hie 
IVaslnngton City Gazette) may be formed of the 
bloody measures adopted by the agents of Ferdi¬ 
nand the 7th at Carthagena, by the execution of 
the following persons, who were put to death there 
on the 24th of February last: 

Manuel del Castillo, a brigadier general; Martin 
Amador, brother to the late governor of Carthage¬ 
na; P. G. Ribon, colonel ofthe republican army, com¬ 
manding at Mompoz; J. M. Portocarrero, a gen¬ 
tleman of one of the most respectable families of 
Santa Fe de Bogota, nephew to the marquis of St. 
George; S. Stuart, an Englishman of very good 
'education, and lieutenant colonel; Garcia, Toledo, 
Ayos, Granados, and Atigulano, of the most re¬ 
spectable families, employed in various departments 
of the government; Manual Auguiano, a brigadier 
general of engineers, father of a numerous family. 

5. We denied the probability, a few days ago, of 
the report that Santa Fe de Bogata, the capital of 
the republic of New Granada, had submitted to 
Morillo. It now appears he has never advanced 
further into the interior than Mompoz, which is but 
a short distance from Carthagena, compared with 
the distance to Santa Fe. This place is exceedingly 
unhealthy, said to be the most so of any in South 
America, and a fever is reported to rage among his 
troops of which a number die daily. At our latest- 
accounts from him, it was understood that the two 

! wings of his army were defeated by the republicans 
land the annihilation of his whole corps was speedi¬ 
ly expected. “Let the invaders perish /” His force 
had been reduced to 3000 men, and the troops that 
[were scattered through the neighboring provinces 
i would soon have employment enough with Bolivar 
and his army. 

6. Buenos Ayres. A letter from this city dated 
April, 22, says—“There is a congress assembled at 
Tucuman, consisting of members of the different 
provinces, and it is expected they will come out 
with a declaration of their independence ; in con¬ 
sequence of this the town was illuminated three 
nights, (by the way nothing very- brilliant.) Alva¬ 
rez, the former president, has resigned, and gene¬ 
ral BeUcasel appointed pro tcm. until there shall be 
one elected by the congress. It is said this resig¬ 
nation was in consequence of the government, on 
the other side, refusing to come to a friendly un¬ 
derstanding with this government, alleging they did 
not believe the director was anxious for a reconci¬ 
liation. Thus you see how fickle they are. The 
general on the other side, Artegas, has sacked San¬ 
ta Fe, a small place about 30 leagues up the river 
on this side; 300 men that were sent from here to 
oppose his operations joined him immediately on 
their arrival." 

The prececiftiggoes to shew the prevalence of the 
party feelings in. this section of the. country, which 
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we have frequently deplored. But a sense of com¬ 
mon danger will prchahly unite all parties ; for we 
2 earn by an arrival from Rio Grande “tlut an expe¬ 
dition, consisting or Portuguese arid Spaniai*ds, had 
arrived before JBvenos Ayres, with the intention of 
attacking the place and rescuing it from the hands 
of the patriots.” But it rather to be expected the 
expedition, (if one has really been fitted out) will 
first attack Mcnte Video. 

From certain official papers which we have seen, 
it appears highly probable, that the resignation of 
A’lvarez r as noticed above, will be attended with the 
happiest effects in bringing about a fuller and more 
complete union of all the people of the provinces 
than any event that has yet happened. So let it be — 
and “strength to the arm that strikes for freedom !” 


MEXICAN NEWS 

From the ^National Advocate .—We have received, 
the following from our correspondent at New-Or- 
leans. j 

The republican general Moreilos, made prisoner 
by the royalists, was carried before the tribunal of 
the inquisition, in the city of Mexico, and condemned 
as a heretic, atheist , deist, materialist, and for other 
crimes of the competence of ..the holy tribunal; he 
was also condemned by the arch bishop, degraded in 
consequence, and given up to the military tribunal, 
who condemned him to death, and lie was executed 
on the 22d of December last. 

It was in vain that.the republican government by 
many petitions addressed to the vice-roy Callejas, 
reclaimed, the observance of the laws of war; in vain 
did it seek to employ the^iniluence of the eabildo 
of the metropolis, to save at least the life of the; 
prisoner—the tyranny, superstition, and fanaticism,; 
which exercise openly their sway in tlve capital of 
the new world, sacrificed a most virtuous patriot, 
whose courageous valour had fixed the attention 
and merited the applause of the world; in such a 
manner that the services and exertions of five years 
consecrated to the safety of his country, will cause 
him to live forever in their hearts, and Ills name will 
he handed down to the latest posterity. 

The Mexican patriots, by a proclamation of the 
government and a circular 'to all the provinces, 
have solemnly sworn to revenge the death of their 
illustrious defender, protesting that they will al¬ 
ways hold the viceroy and 60,000 Spaniards wiio 
inhabit that immense countiy responsible of the 
blood of Moreilos. 

The arms of the republic shine even' where. 
Much blood lias been shed at Prado-dd-Rey. The 
royalists collected five thousand men to attack 


Vera Cruz, and put to the sword the escort of 205 
dragoons. 

Col. Pasos besieges the garrisons of Orizava and 
Cordova, and they are reduced to their narrow- 
entrenchments. After having overrun the whole 
province, and defeated all those who opposed him 
lie opened the prisons and set at liberty those who 
groaned in captivity. 

Col. Gomes has cut in pieces 1500 men wlw> were 
assembled around Puebla, after having defeated a 
division of 1000, which he met on the road from 
Mexico to Tesmelucan; and has since taken by sur¬ 
prise the latter, a place of great importance; not 
one escaped of the garrison, from the commander 
to the private. 

Marshal Osomc attacked and took the town of 
Apan. A division of 1000 men. which marched from 
Mexico against him, was obliged to retreat by 
forced marches on Monte-Alto; where the com¬ 
manders Ignacio Sanchez and Pascasio Herce had 
cut to pieces another division of 700 men. Col. 
Teran beat 600 royalists at Topexi de ia Sedas. 
Lieutenant colonel Guerero engaged an action at 
Disteca, (province of Oxaca) in which he defeated, 
in an instant, more than 1000 men by the sword and 
lance alone. 

The provinces are now occupied in the constitu¬ 
tional election of deputies to form the congress, 
which was before only provisional. This measure 
will put an end entirely to ’ the differences which 
tended to disturb the peace and union of the patriots. 
It will give to the legislative body that character 
which is necessary in order to merit the confidence 
of the people and other nations. 


-..hat position occupied by the patriots; twice they 
attacked and twice were their assaults repulsed 
vrith great less; not being able to succeed by open 
force, they had recourse to intrigue and seduction. 
.Joseph Maria Lascano, tlve lieutenant commanding 
'the force w hich defended the bridge, soLd himself 
to general Miyares for §18,000. Tiic garrison was 
■incorruptible; but seeing itself abandoned by its 
perfidious leader who had gone over to the enemy’s 
camp, it made dispositions for retreat which was 
f-ffecied without other loss than that of the artillery 
of tep heavy a calibre to be removed. By these 
means the royalists saw themselves masters of the 
'bridge, and passed with a rich convoy, which how¬ 
ever, did not arrive intact at Vera-Cruz. 

Many;skirmishes have t§ken place since, in which 
the rovalists were completely defeated- General 
Victorinas lately beaten them in the neighborhood 
of V era Cruz. Capt. Francisco de Paulo intercepted 
a coir, or-which was on its way from Albaradb to 
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SOUTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 

We have been politely furnished by a gentle¬ 
man who arrived in the Bay in the Buenos Ayroan 
brig .Palriota, (says the Baltimore American) with 
the following interesting information relative to 
the allairs in South America: 

“ On 1st of June inst. a Spanish squadron passed 
the Island of Margaretta, consisting of 20 sail and 
2500 men, under the Bourbon Flag, and anchored 
in Cumana, after plundering several fishing boats 
and pressing a number of fishermen and coinmit- 
tinguumerous other depreciations against the ci¬ 
tizens ; by the last account they had not disem¬ 
barked, as they were in an unhealthy state, and 
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finding that Gen. Arismendi was determined to 
dispute the ground with them. 

A few days previous to the sailing of Admiral 
Brion, from Pam pat ar, he received despatches 
from Gen. Bolivar, requesting two men of war and 
four gun-boats to enter the Oronoko in order to 
intercept the royal tyrants of Spain, which em¬ 
barked in some merchant vessels from the Gua- 
vanas previous to its capture, and now laying at 
Angostura, with all their riches, supposed to 
amount to four millions of dollars. 

Gen. Bolivar only awaits the answer of Admiral 
Brian, to .advance on Angostura, the only place 
that remains in the hand of the. tv rants in that 
quarter where there remains no doiibt of Ins 
snrf'essY 

Alt7.IT. 

. ? list and situation of the Rrjmhlican Armies of 
South America, in the Provinces of Venezuela 
and Guovana: 

General Simon Bolivar, at the head of the main 
nrmv, his head quarters at the Meza before An¬ 
gostura, besieging new and old Guayana, with 
the divisions under Generals Piar, Arismendi, Ce- 
deno, Bermudez, Valdez-strong about 7*000 men, 
infantry and cavalry. 

- General Paes with the armies of Lower Apure, 
about 6000 strong mostly cavalry. 

General Surasa, at Chavima, in the Province of 
Barcelona, rear of Caraccas, with cavalry and 
about 600 infantry. 

General .Monagas, in the rear of.Barcelona, with 
700 cavalry and 600 infantry. 

General Marino, in the Province of Cumana, 
with 2500 infantry ami 3d0 cavalry. 

General Uaxas, at Maturin, with TOO cavalry 
mid 200 infanlrv. 

7f AVT. 

,1 Ust of Vesseh under the command of Admiral Brion 
with a complement of 3500 men , destined for the 
Oronoko —sailed from Campano on the 6th of 
June . 1817 .— 

Sloops of war.—Congress, Indio, Libre. 

Brigs —America, Libre, Conquestador, Vali- 
<*nte, Terrible, Formidable, Carpolican. 

Ilerm aphrodite' Su p e r b e. 

Schooners —Centaur, Jupiter, Guerricrc, Brion, 
Gen. Marino, Tarta, Gen. Arismendi, Constitu¬ 
tion, General Carasa, Condor, Yengaiiza, Cone- 
sor. 

Shop Aurora. 

•‘Gun-Boats —St. Anna, Una Del SnaPcl Yailc, 
La Perla, Devastadora, Felix, St. Joseph, Yenga- 
dor, Gen. Piar, Pumillante, Invincible, lusur- 
gente, Ycnganza. 

Translated for the American. 

BULLET1X or TttK AHJIV AO A ISN'T GL'ATAXA. 

No. 8. 

The general in chief heaving of the enemy 
being informed that our forces were at such a dis¬ 
tance, might have landed in San Miguel del Puer¬ 
to de las Tab las, and beat the division stationed 
there to protect that place, marched rapid’y with 
the troops mentioned in the last bulletin—but 
notwithstanding his celerity he could not arrive 
till after the convoy of the enemy bad passed the 
Castles of the old Guayana. 

As'the object of his Excellency was to draw him 
towards the position he hart chosen, and to keep 
him at h distance from the strong holds and from 
the borders of Oronoko, in order to deprive him 
of an asylum and fresh reinforcements, he remain¬ 


ed immovable until thclllh, at 12 o’clock, when 
our advance observing parties, in San Miguel, 
were apprised of the approach of the enemy" to 
that place—whatever efforts the army could make 
to occupy the Grand Bank, situated between him . 
and that place, we never could succeed, because 
he had anticipated our arrival there : it became, 
therefore, necessary that the army should make 
ii movement upon the left, in order to take pos<~ 
session of the other bank, less spacious but 
equally level and clear—in executing tins manoeu¬ 
vre, the enemy, who was in front, formed him¬ 
self in close column, detached'SO hussars to mo¬ 
lest us in the rear, when his Excellency marched 
in person with a picquet of his guard, and checked 
them—our line of battle being formed, the various 
corps of the army were placed according to the 
following order: TJic battalion of the leeward 
under tbe orders of Col. Chipia, to the right; 
that of honor of the commander in chief under 
those of the Col. Salon in the centre—to the left 
that of the conquered Guayana, commanded by 
the Col. Torris : the cscaclron of dragoons by the 
general in chief, under the orders of the com¬ 
mandant Mina, to the right of the battalion of 
the leeward—the graduated Col. Hernandez, with 
that of Ghavaripa, to the left of that of the con- * 
qucrecj Guayana, and that of Cayeara in the re¬ 
serve, under the orders of the temporary com¬ 
mandant lliobueno. The hussars being driven, 
and our line established, the column of the ene¬ 
my, preceded by a guerilla of 180 chasseurs, 
and supported in his flanks by 180 horsemen, put 
itself in motion, turning obliquely in order to take 
us in flank by our left—then his Excellency gave 
orders to the army to file off by that wing in order 
to occupy the height of the bank, toward which 
the enemy was directing his march—on our arrival 
at the spot our left met the enemy at half gun 
Shot: it fronted him, made the first discharge and 
without tarrying and making another fire with fixed 
bayonet and supported by our centre, charged the 
front of the column. 

Our right attacked the left flank—the escadrons 
under the order of the Major General, attacked 
on the left, and his Excellency, with an cscaclron of 
his guard on the rear, where the enemy’s cavalry 
had taken shelter. The enemy stood this first 
shock with an admirable firmness, but annoyed 
by our bayonets, which began to penetrate, he 
began to retire slowly in the same attitude by his 
right flunk, and to give way to our t’Vo escadrons 
that had been repulsed; this movement increased 
the fury of our soldiers, they redoubled the charge 
the enemy redoubled also his efforts. There was 
never an action so much hazarded, and a resist¬ 
ance so well supported. For more than a league 
he continued his retreat, surrounded by our 
troops, who inseparable from the column, and bold 
with rage, destroyed' them with bayonets, safires 
and lances—the first files did the same with the 
2d, and 3d and the 4th, till at last the enemy dis¬ 
heartened, routed in every direction, and debili¬ 
tated by the great loss he had sustained, gave 
way; at that moment, clemency succeeded the 
fury, the scattered were collected and made pri¬ 
soners. 

Never was a victory more decisive—none has 
equalled it. The intrepid velocity with which 
our line marched, was such and so advantageous, 

I that it gave no time, to our artillery as. well as that 
of the enemy, which were both placed in the 
centre to. he discharged-—but what insured tin,-. 
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victory and terrified much, was the brisk .and 
continual attack made upon the rear of the ene¬ 
my. Our dragoons charged and if they were re¬ 
pulsed, his excellency, the general in chief, was 
falling upon them, charging them anew. 

The loss of the enemy was total and absolute, 
593 killed have been found on the field of battle; 
there are in our power 497 prisoners, amongst 
whom there are 2U0 Spaniards of the regiments 
of Barbnstro—Cxstclla, et Victoria; among the 
dead the chief of the Stall’, Don Estaban Dias, the 
commander of the column of Chasseurs, Don 
Sylvester Jorentes, commander of the. battalion 
oi’ Cachivi, Don Manuel Carmona, temporary com¬ 
mandant of the Hussars, l*on Juan Munon, the 
commander of the escadron of St. Majeo Jose 
Forralva. Moreover all the officers of the infan¬ 
try and cavalry were killed, with the exception of 
11, who were made prisoners, of that number is 
the Ex-Governor of the province—Lieutenant 
colonel Don Nicholas Zerutli, who was taken pri¬ 
soner by the Major General Anzoategui, the ge¬ 
neral of the army, brigadier La 'Lorres, famous 
for his crimes and his robberies with which he 
has disgraced himself in the New Grenada, made 
Ills escape with fifteen or twenty cavalry, owing 
to the swiftness of the horses, but heaven has in 
store new punishments and ignominies for him ; 
we have taken 900 muskets with bayonets, an 
equal number of hats and cartridge boxes, a 4 lb. 
piece of artillery in good order, two boxes of 
grenades, 25,00C/ musket cartridges, a quantity of 
sabres and carbines, three standards, two clario¬ 
nets, eight caronets, eleven boxes of wad, two 
fifes, and all the equipages and horses. Our loss 
amounts to 31 killed and 75 wounded. Among 
the former are the worthy commander of our 
light, colonel Pedro Chipia, and the captain of 
Chasseurs of the battalion Conquistade Guay ana, 
graduated lieutenant colonel Jose Maria Landae- 
to, irreparable and severe loss ; they were both 
steady supporters of the Republic—two officers 
equally commendable for their prudence, activity, 
talents and valor—their memory will live forever, 
as well as the victory of the 11th, to which they 
contributed so much by their ell oris. Among the 
latter we have the 2d adjutant of the battalion of 
honor, Joaquin Moreno; one of the same rank 
of the escadron of Chaviripa, Manuel Lopez; 
and the-standard bearer of the battalion Con* 
quista de GHavana, Jose Olivero. The army has 
surpassed itself in valor—chiefs, officers and sol¬ 
diers, without distinction, fulfilled and did more 
than their duty. Above all, our brave and immortal 
infantry deserve a most particular recommenda¬ 
tion. The .ilucran and the Juucal were only fee¬ 
ble experiments of its intrepidity. Nothing can 
be compared to it, nothing can equal it. 

The surrender of the two Guay anas will be the 
result of this day; their feeble garrisons, afflicted 
with famine and plague, will not be able to resist 
any longer, being destitute of provisions, and 
without any hope of succor. It i.» more than 
probable that they will surrender, and the Ex- 
Governor Zenitti has offered it. His Excellency 
is disposed to receive favourably the capitulations 
they offer ; but if by a tenacious and obstinate 
blindness they intend to make a longer resistance, 
&n assault will render us masters of them. 

Head Quarters at St. Felix, April ]2. 1817. 

(Signed) PEDRO BAUD) TRIO. 

True Copy, L. Pmon. 
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Bolivar detached Marino, his second in com - 
mand, to march upon Cumana, and Piar, with 
1500 cavalry upon the Plains. Margarito, and 
other places, were taken, and great clemency 
shown by the conquerors to the Spanish troops. 
Thence they sailed and landed at Ocumarcs with 
2000 troops, where they were soon joined by 700 
of the inhabitants. They subsequently took pos¬ 
session of Cabrera and Maracay. Valencia (not 
tile city) was soon after evacuated, and the vic¬ 
torious independent army took the road to Garac- 
cas. This morning Ad.niral Brion arrived off 
this harbour and obtained permission to land for 
the purpose of having a conference with Admiral 
Kikkert, and brought the intelligence of Caraccas 
having surrendered to the Patriots. T.hc Spa¬ 
nish soldiers are daily deserting their monarch s 
cause to enlist under the banners of the Libera¬ 
tors—they declare that they are starving under 
the cruelty of their government, and wish no 
longer to he slaves. Previous to their landing at 
Carupano a naval action took place ; in which 
Don Mateo Deo Campo was killed ; Brion was 
slightly wounded,but is now perfectly recovered. 


Cu.nana ; General Piar reinforced by Generals 
Itnxas and Motiagas, become master of the plant* 
f llanos) advanced to Barcelona, and General 
Arismcndi with his victorims nrmy ocoooici 
Margarita. SIMON BOLIVAlv 


Phil.adel.imha, August 17. 

A narrative of the astonishingly successful ope¬ 
rations of the revolutionary army up to the 15:ti 
of July, has been received in this city. 

In the vailies of Aragussv the Patriotick army 
having taken the city of Valencia, the Pass oi 
Cabrara, the beautiful town of Maracay, and 
many other places; and being joined by S.iOf* 
combatants, was about to march to the capital oi 
Obthccs s 

The Royal Governor of Caraccas being threat¬ 
ened from another quarter, by a force of 2000 
men, despatched a vessel with 26.000 d mars, 
and two others ladened with provisions for the 
garrison of Puerto Cavcllo : unfortnuately for the 
representatives of the adored Ferdinand, the 
w hole were taken by Brsoo» Carthagcnian 
squadron, which blockaded La Gua\ia. 

Translated for the Democratic Press. 

Head Quarters at Occumare,? 

6th July, 1816. 3 

Simon Bolivar, supreme chief of the Re pub - 
tick and Captain General of the armies of 
Venezuela and JVcto Grenada, Syc 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE PROVINCE OF 

CARACCAS. 

An army, a numerous park ot ariiiiery, mus- 
Icsh aud am mum* ion arc now at my command 
to liberate you—Your tyrants shall be destroyed 
or expelled, and you shall be restored to your 
rights, to your country and to peace. 

The war of extermination carried on against 
us by oui enemies, shall cease on our side. We 
shall pardon those who may surrender even al¬ 
though they be Spaniards. Such of them as 
serve the cause of Venezuela, shall be regarded 
as friends, and consequent»y shall be cmplojed 
according to their nieru anil abilities. The hos¬ 
tile troops who come over t* us, shall enjoy all 
the benefits that the country can bestow upon its 

benefactors. . „ 

No European Spaniard shall be jut to death, 
unless in battle. No American shall suffer the 
least injury tor having joined the kings patty 
and committed hostile acts against his fellow 


South American Affairs. 

Extract of a letter from Curracoa , received 
by a gentleman in Baltimore, dated 1 3th 
July. 

“ Toe squadron under the command of Admi¬ 
ral Biiwn iuadkd its forces ai Carupano, whence 


citizens. , „ , 

After taking the capital, we shall convoke the 
representatives of the people to a General Con¬ 
gress, in order to re establish the government of 
the republick. 

While we are marching to Caraccas Gen. Ma¬ 
rino at the bead of a formidable corps, attacks 
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From the ll'ashington City Gazette. 
VEN EZIELiAN PROCLAMATION 
Simon Bouvar, chief supreme of the republic of 
V enezuelu, ca 'lain general of its armies and 
ihuse of New Gr^eaiia, &c. &tc. 

To the ])(!oj)lc of Venezuela. 

The Congress of Venezuela must fix the fate 
of so many years opposed and wandering repub¬ 
lic : Our minds will heal under (he shelter of a 
legitimate representation. It is nut by a vain o* 
tentation, nor to make my own apology, that I 
address you : i have served you, and owe you 
an account of my conduct 

When nature’s convulsions buried the people 
ef Venezuela under the heaviest dejection, gene 
ral Monteverde brought to nothing our new born 
republic Fearing rather ty ranny than death, I 
then bade farewell to the shores of Venezuela, 
and went m search of the war that raged against 
I he tyrants ot New Grenada, as the only relief 
to the pangs ot my heart. Heaven listened to 
noy vows and lamentations, and the government 
of Cartbagena inhusted to my ca t 400 soldiers, 
which in a few days liberated Magdalena, ai.d 
the greater part ot the piovince of Santa Marta. 
I afterwards marched to Cnenco, and there vie 
lory declared for our arms. Venezuela saw me 
appear upon its territory crowned with the fa 
vuurs of fortune. 

The Congress of New Grenada granted me 
leave to red -em my native country. 1 had soon 
the good fortune to re instate the authorises con¬ 
stituted in the first epoch of the republic tn the 
provinces of Truxillo, Merida, and Batinas. 
The capital of Garaccas received in its bosom the 
hrave G enadians. Puerto Cabelto, protect'd 
by its walls, attracted soon my attention by its 
resistance, and hardly gave me time to take nica 
suies to save trem dt^tcders the populous coun¬ 
try, we had wrested from the tyrants of 9pain. 

Salemou’s expedition gave new hopes to ihe 
Royalists ; and though d< leafed at Ruibulo and 
las Orincheras, infused such confidence to our 
enemies, that the plain fc the western part of Ve 


nezaela revolted almost in a sudden, the battles 
of Mosquitero and Araure, the western part and 
the plain. I hastened then from the field of bat¬ 
tle to the capital—I made a renunciation of the 
supreme power, and »he 2d of Jan. 1814, gave 
accunis to the people ot the events ol ihe cam¬ 
paign, and of my civil and military administra¬ 
tion : the people, all at ooce, answered with an 
unanimous voice of approbation, bestowing even 
the dictatorial power which I already exercised 
New reverses called lor me in the field, and af 
ter a bloody corfFct, l came from the field of 
Oaraboto. to assemble the representatives of the 
peopde, that they might constitute the government 
of the republic. Tie disaster of L. tpuerto buri¬ 
ed m confusion our i»ffl ted country, and nothing 
then could stop th« inunderbolts thrown against 
it by the wrath of neaven 

I march* d to New Grenada; gave accounts 
to the Congress of the success ol my commission ; 
Ihey rewarded my services, though fruitless, en 
trusting to me a new urmy of Grenadians and 
Vemzu^anos. Ca; thagena proved the grave of 
that a my, that wa* to restore life to Venezuela. 

I forsook every thing for the sake of the m tner 
country ; I voluntary chose to banish mysell that 
I might be useful to New Grenada &c Venezuela. 
Providence had already resolver! upon the ruin 
of those wretched legions, and delivered them to 
M >r:llo with his exterminatory bands. 

I sought alter an a*y un in a f-i^eigQ island ; I 
came in Tama co alone, h lp)e*>s and almost hope 
less. Though Venezuela arid New Grenada 
werelo-t ; vet l dorst mink ot expelling their ty 
rants The 1-lai d ot Hayti received me with 
hoxpilaliiy , the magnanimous president Petmn, 
lent me his protect u>n . and uod *r hi« auspices i 
formed an rxped ion oftbree hundred meo.com 
parabir to the com unions of Ix'omdas. Almost 
all of them have fallen .* yet ihe exterminatory 
army has fallen ai*o , three hundred patriots 
marched to dr*.troy ten thousand European ty 
rants, ami have succeeded. 

When I arrived at M o ganfa, a grnerul a»sem • 
lily elected me supreme ch ef ol the ; I 

had a mind to convoke ihe C.jngre**. I, in i f 
feet, convoked it a few months utierw ai ds • the 
events nt wai did not however permit me to ac¬ 
complish that w tsheri fop act of national w ill 

Fiee Guyana * Free the greater part ot Yene 
zuela : nothing hinder* us now from restoimg to 
the people iheir sovereign rights. Venezuelans • 
our arms have overthrown the obstacles, which 
tyranny opposed to our emancipation. In the 
name ot the delivering ar y I put you iri pos 
session ol (lie mj.-yinent .Ty ur imprescriptible 
rights; mi soidin s have suuglu to save their bre¬ 
thren, wives, ta hers ui d sons ; but did not fight 
to subjugate them. The Bimy of Yei ezuela on¬ 
ly imposes upon ynn the cond ti.»n, that you 
*h* uld keep ent.rc the sacied deposit of liheity , 
I impost* upon y ou another condition not less 
just and necessary to the attainment of that pre¬ 
cious state. Klt-c< tor your magistrates the most 
virtuous ot y our fellow citizens, and foi get. iI you 
can, in your choice, those who delivered yt u. 
For my part, I renounce for always, the power 
yt u have conferred upon me ; and I will never 
admu of any other but a rmhiary one, as long as 
lasts ihe unhappy war ol Yeuezutla. The first 
moment ot peace will be the last of my com¬ 
mand. 

Vcnezuelanos \ cast your eyes upon the post, 
shuuder at th■ • shoals which have uud me you—— 
wilhdi aw y i ur eyes Ironi the wohil monuments 
that recal to your memory pa.ntul losses. Think 
only «»t whui you are about to do, and penetrate 
w ell y ou; sclv es that you are all Vcuczuclanos, 


the sods of one sanne country, member* of 
same society, and citizens of one same rrnnM* 
The word of Venezuela is liberty and 
Our arm* conquered peace ; your 
give us liberty. 1,1 

SIMON BOUVar 
H. Q.uar. Angusto*-o. 22 d Oc 1818 
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